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PRESENTATION
2020 was the year of the greatest challenge humanity has experienced so far in the 21st century:
the global health pandemic caused by COVID 19. The consequences in our society and specifically
in the field of culture and education have been very profound. All over the world, “face-to-face”
activity had to stop, almost overnight, and we had to adapt to a new reality.

But this year has also seen the largest and most ambitious international cooperation endeavour in
history: that of science and knowledge, an unprecedented effort to find a successful vaccine and
offer a way forward to embracea “new normal”. This immense challenge of adaptation, therefore,
has also provided us an opportunity for reflection, renewal and transformation. And not only a
transformation to a digital age of “telepresence”.

The consequences of the pandemic have undoubtedly had a major impact on the cultural industries
and the field of education, and it has been a very hard time for these sectors. At Casa de la India,
we have faced it as a double challenge: like many other cultural centres in Spain, India and other
countries, applying creativity and technology to bring online content to the public, with live events
through various platforms (Zoom, YouTube, etc.), as well as producing our own audio-visual content, thus also reinforcing our presence in social media. This has allowed us to reach new audiences
in India as well as in Spain and other Spanish-speaking countries, and we have been able to project
our headquarters, Casa de la India, a unique space in the heart of Valladolid, through digital media
to new corners of the world. At the same time, this process has also served to further connect India
with Spain: facilitating the exchange of experts, academics, artists with their peers and with the
public, and thus opening up a new flow of ideas in order to establish a new strategy to offer quality
contentand at the same time strengthen the bonds of cooperation between India and Spain.

However, in the midst ofthisnew impetus and digitalfrenzy, we have also opted to resume, as soon as
possible, our face-to-face activities. Always in a safe environment and applying the strict protocols
imposed by the health authorities. The situation in Spain from June onwards was favourable to this
progressive and rapid return to face-to-face activity and programming, with exhibitions, concerts,
workshops and conferencesgradually being rescheduled. Spain was one of the few countries in the
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world that maintained both cultural and educational activities after the summer. Schools and other
educational centres and universities in most of the country were not closed, and museums, theatres
and cinemas were also kept open, even with capacity restrictions. This allowed us to offer both online
and in-person programming with multiple events in Valladolid and various other cities in Spain.

It was therefore very important to convey this positive message to society, to encourage and believe in the transformative power of art and culture. Joining the country’s cultural centres that
gradually reopened their doors and started programming activities, we also wanted to contribute
our grain of sand to the cultural industries sector in Spain and India: the artists, technicians and
managers, all those great professionals who deserved the opportunity to rise again from the ashes. Taking risks, in the face of the volatility of possible cancellations, changes of dates, capacity
restrictions, etc., but without ever compromising the health and safety of the public, the artists and
professionals, that is, of all thosehuman beings involved in offering cultural contentthat is more
necessary and safer than ever.

In this way, we feel proud to have been able to offercontent to culture lovers, - both online and
face-to face in Valladolid and other cities ofSpain,-that was of high quality andreceivedgreat critical
and public acclaim. Casa de la India became for a few months the global epicentre of the Ravi Shankar centenary celebrations, with a wide range of activities dedicated to the life and work of this
musical genius who managed to create new cultural bridges between the West and the East, thus
contributing to a new flowering. An invitation to reconnect with humanity, with people and with
ourselves through art as nourishment for the spirit.

For this reason, we would like to dedicate this annual report to the artists and audiences who have
made this rebirth possible. And to those artists and masters who are no longer with us, but who
have left us their immortal legacy.

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín
Director
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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITIES 2020
145 EVENTS
72 LIVE EVENTS
29 LECTURES, WORKSHOPS AND ROUND TABLES IN SPAIN AND INDIA
27 MUSIC AND DANCE PERFORMANCES IN SPAIN AND INDIA
13 FILM SCREENINGS
3 EXHIBITIONS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 135 DAYS

73 EVENTOS ONLINE
53 LECTURES, WORKSHOPS AND ROUND TABLES
18 VIDEOS PRODUCED BY CASA DE LA INDIA ON MUSIC AND PERFORMING ARTS
2 FILM SCREENINGS

31 RAVI SHANKAR CENTENARY ACTIVITIES
143 ARTISTS, EXPERTS AND SPEAKERS
12553 LIVE ATTENDEES
IN THE FOLLOWING CITIES:
VALLADOLID, MADRID, ÁVILA, LEÓN, MÁLAGA, PALMA DE MALLORCA,
AVILÉS, KOZHIKODE, CHENNAI, JAIPUR, NUEVA DELHI, PUNE,
HYDERABAD, BANGALORE, AHMEDABAD, NOIDA.
8
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1. INSTITUTIONAL
1.1. THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA FOUNDATION
MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA FOUNDATION IN 2020

The Board of Trustees of the Casa de la India Foundation met on 23 June 2020 in the Santa Cruz Palace,
University of Valladolid, with the participation by videoconference of Dinesh K. Patnaik, Director General
of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The second meeting of the Board of Trustees was
held at Casa de la India on 2 December 2020. The Board of Trustees, composed of representatives of
the Embassy of India in Spain, the City Council of Valladolid, the University of Valladolid and the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), is the highest governing body of the Casa de la India Foundation. It
is composed of a president, a vice-president and members. The presidency is rotating and is exercised
successively for two years by the Mayor of the City Council of Valladolid and by the Vice-chancellor of the
University of Valladolid.
The composition of the Board of Trustees has undergone several changes during the year 2020: at the
meeting of the Board of Trustees on 23 June there were the following changes in the composition of the
Board of Trustees:
Óscar Puente Santiago, by virtue of his position as Mayor of Valladolid City Council, took over as president
of the Board of Trustees of the Casa de la India Foundation, replacing the previous president, the Vicechancellor of the University of Valladolid, Antonio Largo Cabrerizo, having formally accepted the position.
Dinesh K Patnaik, Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), took over as a
member of the Board of Trustees from Akhilesh Mishra, former Director General of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations (ICCR). Dinesh K Patnaik formally accepted the position.
Accordingly, the composition of the Board of Trustees at the last meeting of the Board of Trustees for the
year 2020 (2 December) was as follows:

PRESIDENT
Oscar Puente Santiago
Mayor of Valladolid City Council
VICE-PRESIDENT
Antonio Largo Cabrerizo
Vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid
MEMBERS
Sanjay Verma
Ambassador of India to Spain

Dinesh K. Patnaik
Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)
Ana María Carmen Redondo García
Councillor for Culture and Tourism, Valladolid City Council
Paloma Castro Prieto
Vice-Rector for Internationalisation of the University of Valladolid
SECRETARY
Guillermo Rodríguez Martín
Director of Casa de la India
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1.2. COUNCIL OF HONOUR
The Council of Honour of Casa de la India is composed of relevant personalities and institutions, with
honorary and consultative functions, to better serve the aims of the Foundation. H.R.H. Princess Irene
of Greece is the Chairperson of the Council of Honour. Distinguished members of the Honorary Council
in 2020 include Indian businessman Ratan Tata, maestro Zubin Mehta and Sukanya Shankar, wife of
musician Ravi Shankar (who served on the Council of honour until his demise in 2012), and director of
the Ravi Shankar Foundation.

PRESIDENT
H.R.H. Princess Irene of Greece
MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF HONOUR
Ratan Tata
Zubin Mehta
Sukanya Shankar

1.3. FRIENDS AND BOARD OF FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The Board of Friends of Casa de la India is an instrument that aims to promote and support cultural and
educational activities, as well as to stimulate business and cooperation initiatives between Spain and
India. In addition to facilitating interaction with people interested in the culture and society of India, the
figure of Friend allows to be in contact with the day to day of our entity and to participate in the regular
activities and special events in a privileged way.

FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
One of the main aims of the Casa de la India is to offer to all its visitors services that are appropriate
to their interests and needs. In order to make the best use of its activities and services, all visitors are
offered the possibility of becoming Friends of Casa de la India through an annual contribution that
allows them to enjoy benefits and discounts and receive regular information about all the activities
organised by Casa de la India.

BOARD OF FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The Board of Friends of Casa de la India is a body of the Casa de la India Foundation as defined in the
statutes of the Foundation. It works in the areas of collaboration, proposal and suggestion in relation to
the aims and objectives of the Foundation. The rules of the Board of Friends provide for the following
types of members:
- Benefactor Friends
- Sponsor Friends
- Collaborator Friends
- Emeritus Friends

1.4. INSTITUTIONAL EVENTS
Casa de la India offers a platform for collaboration and cooperation between institutions to achieve
a greater knowledge of India in Spain and to contribute to bilateral relations in multiple areas of
work. As an entity created by three public trustees, the Republic of India through its Embassy in
Spain, the City Council of Valladolid and the University of Valladolid, institutional work is one of its
founding objectives.

MAHATMA GANDHI SPEECH COMPETITION AWARDS CEREMONY IN MADRID
5 FEBRUARY, EMBASSY OF INDIA, MADRID
In 2019, the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (born on 2 October 1869) was commemorated
worldwide and Casa de la India in collaboration with its patrons, the Embassy of India, the Indian Council
for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the City Council of Valladolid and the University of Valladolid, and other
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collaborating entities, a wide range of activities were organised to remember Gandhi, leader of the Indian
Independence movement who rejected armed struggle and preached ahimsa (non-violence). These
activities have continued in 2020.
On the occasion of Gandhi’s 150th birthday, the Embassy of India and Casa de la India in collaboration with
Air India and DIVA India organised the “Mahatma Gandhi” speech competition for young people under 25
years of age. The objective was on the one hand to promote oratory skills among young people and on the
other hand to disseminate the values professed by Mahatma Gandhi of peace and non-violence, tolerance,
love and humility.
On 5 February 2020, the Indian Embassy invited the winners to a formal ceremony at the Embassy. After
conveying to all the participants, and especially to the winners of the competition, a word of thanks for
their participation in this initiative, the Ambassador of India to Spain, Sanjay Verma, presented a diploma
to the awardees in the presence of family members and other guests.
The winners of the competition were:

“MAHATMA” CATEGORY (between 18 and 25 years
First Prize
Ana Marta Rodríguez Regueras (Madrid)
Second Prize
Patrizia Blek (Madrid)
Third Prize
Laura Cocho Parada (Valladolid)
“GANDHI” CATEGORY (under 18 years old)
First Prize
Lucía Espeso de la Plaza (Valladolid)
Second Prize
Alejandra Sevilla López (Madrid)
Third Prize
María Pastor Molina (La Nucía, Alicante)

CELEBRATION OF INTERNATIONAL YOGA DAY
21ST JUNE. YOUTUBE CHANNEL CASA DE LA INDIA
In the framework of the “International Yoga Day” the
Casa de la India screened the documentary “Yoga for
World Peace” by Benoy K. Behl.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NON-VIOLENCE AND GANDHI JAYANTHI
2 OCTOBER, YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The UN Assembly declared 2 October as the “International Day of Non-Violence” to coincide with the birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (2 October 1869). To commemorate this day, Casa de la India organised
with the collaboration of the Embassy of India in Madrid an online conference on Gandhi, through its
YouTube channel, by Shobhana Radhakrishna, representative of the Gandhian Forum for Ethical Business
Management.
In addition, the Indian community of Valladolid and Casa de la India laid a floral offering at the statue of
Mahatma Gandhi in Valladolid’s Peace Park.

1.5. OTHER INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES
VISIT OF THE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF ICCR
1 TO 3 DECEMBER, MADRID AND VALLADOLID
The Director General of the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), Dinesh K. Patnaik, visited
Spain from 1-3 December to participate in the meeting of the Board of Trustees of Casa de la India
and attend an intense programme of cultural and institutional activities in both Valladolid and Madrid.
A working meeting with the Vice- chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Antonio Largo, was held
in Valladolid on 1 December to plan the joint strategy to strengthen Indian studies at the University
of Valladolid, as well as exchange views related to the promotion of the Spanish language in India.
On 2 December, a meeting was held with the Regional Minister of Culture and Tourism of the Junta
de Castilla y León, Javier Ortega, at the headquarters of the Regional Ministry, to discuss cooperation
projects in the cultural and educational field with the aim of continuing artistic exchanges, following
the successful tour of the OSCYL( Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y Leon) in India earlier in 2020,
and to plan a possible official visit of a delegation of the Junta de Castilla y León to India in the near
future.
The meeting of the Board of Trustees of Casa de la India took place that same afternoon at
the foundation’s headquarters, with all members present. The Board of Trustees, comprising
representatives of the Embassy of India in Spain, the Valladolid City Council, the University of
Valladolid and the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), is the highest governing body
that assumes control of the Casa de la India Foundation, and is currently chaired by the Mayor of
Valladolid, Óscar Puente.
On 3 December, ICCR Director General Dinesh K. Patnaik had the opportunity to participate in Madrid
at the opening of the exhibition “Indian Odyssey: The Universe of Ravi Shankar. The Beatles in India”
at the Fernán Gómez. Centro Cultural de la Villa cultural centre, an exhibition co-produced by Casa
de la India and the Fernán Gómez. Centro Cultural de la Villa with the collaboration of the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations, the Embassy of India and the Ravi Shankar Foundation to celebrate
the centenary of the legendary sitarist Ravi Shankar, who was a member of the Board of Honour of
Casa de la India. Present at the inauguration were: Sanjay Verma, Ambassador of India, Jorge Moreta,
General Coordinator of Culture of the Madrid City Council, María Ballesteros, Director of Cultural
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Programmes of the Madrid City Council, Ignacio Marín, Artistic Director of the Fernán Gómez. Centro
Cultural de la Villa, Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India, and Blanca de la Torre, curator
of the exhibition.
As part of the celebration of Ravi Shankar’s centenary, the director general of the ICCR also attended
the concert in homage to Ravi Shankar, in which the “Ravi Shankar Symphony” (premiere in Spain)
was performed by the Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León and Shubhendra Rao (sitar), conducted
by David Murphy, and the additional performance of guest musicians Shubhendra Rao (sitar), Saskia
Rao-de Haas (Indian cello) and Prabhu Edouard (tabla), in an event organised by Casa de la India with
the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Embassy of India and the Junta de
Castilla y León.

OFFICIAL VISIT OF THE AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO VALLADOLID ON THE OCCASION
OF THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNITED NATIONS
24 OCTOBER, VALLADOLID
The Ambassador of India to Spain, Sanjay Verma, participated in the commemoration of the 75th
anniversary of the United Nations in the Plaza de San Pablo in the city of Valladolid and the National
Museum of Sculpture. He also attended the inauguration of the exhibition of the Valladolid artist Cristóbal
Gabarrón organised by the Valladolid City Council at the Patio Herreriano Museum in the context of the
75th Anniversary of the United Nations and the 75th anniversary of the artist. The exhibition, entitled
“Gabarrón. A humanist of colour”, included a work by the artist dedicated to Mahatma Gandhi, created
to celebrate in 2019 the 150th anniversary of the birth of the pacifist and leader of the Indian nation. The
opening of the exhibition was also attended by the Secretary General of the World Tourism Organization,
Zurab Pololikashvili, the Mayor of Valladolid, Óscar Puente, the Director General of the United Nations,
International Organizations and Human Rights of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and
Cooperation of the government of Spain, Marcos Gómez, the Councillor for Culture of the City of Valladolid,
Ana Redondo, and the author of the works, Cristóbal Gabarrón.
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In the afternoon, the Ambassador of India attended the inauguration of the 65th edition of the SEMINCI,
Valladolid International Film Festival, which included in its programme several recent films directed by
Indian filmmakers.
As part of this visit to Valladolid, the Ambassador of India also held a working meeting with the Director
General of Cultural Policies of the Junta de Castilla y León, José Ramón González, at the Casa de la India
on 26 October.

CASA DE LA INDIA IN THE SPAIN-INDIA COUNCIL FOUNDATION
Casa de la India has been a trustee of the Spain-India Council Foundation since its creation in April 2009.
With the support of the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, this Foundation works for the
promotion of relations of mutual interest between the civil societies of Spain and India, such as economic,
commercial and business cooperation, as well as for other cultural, scientific, civic, educational and
environmental protection purposes. As a member of the Board, Casa de la India participated in the two
meetings of the Board of Trustees which were held through videoconference on 29 June and 16 December
2020.

AWARD CEREMONY IN INDIA:
ICCR DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARD 2019 TO ARTIST MÓNICA DE LA FUENTE
29 JANUARY, PUNE, INDIA
The dancer and choreographer Mónica de la Fuente from Valladolid received in India on 29 January
2020 the prestigious ICCR Distinguished Alumni Award 2019, which is awarded every year by the Indian
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) of the Government of India to alumni who have received ICCR
scholarships for their outstanding career. The award ceremony was held at Symbiosis International
University, Pune, and was presented by Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, President of ICCR and Member of
the Indian Parliament, in the presence of S.B. Majumdar, Vice-chancellor of Symbiosis International
University, and Akhilesh Mishra, Director General of ICCR.
Each year, the award recognises four personalities who excel in strengthening the relations of their
home countries with India. This year’s awardees also included Mohammad Mirwais, Minister of Education
of Afghanistan, Muqaddesa Yourish, Director of Human Resources, Kabul City Council, Afghanistan, and
Tendai Padenga, Dean of the Harare College of Science and Technology in Zimbabwe.
According to the Indian government statement, awardee Monica de la Fuente, the first Spanish recipient
of this important award, received the award for her outstanding career in the field of performing arts,
her dedication and promotion of Indian classical dance in Spain and her contribution to the promotion
of understanding between Spain and India.
Monica de la Fuente received the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) scholarship from 1994 to
1999 to pursue her studies in Indian Classical Dance Bharata natyam and Kathakali at the prestigious
Indian dance schools Kalakshetra, Kalamandalam and Margi in Kerala. She also obtained a scholarship

16

ANUAL REPORT

2020

from AECID the Spanish Agency
for International Cooperation, the
Provincial government Valladolid
and the Municipal Foundation for
Culture of the City Valladolid. Since
her return to Spain in the year
2000, she has carried out a fruitful
task in the creation of more than
twenty classical and contemporary
Indian dance productions, as well as
intercultural creations between the
two countries.
In her educational work, Mónica de
la Fuente stands out for her work as
artistic director of LAB-INDIA, the
Laboratory of Indian Performing
Arts in Spain under the Casa de
la India in Valladolid and which
serves as a platform for research,
creation and dissemination of the
performing arts, and where she also
teaches regular classes and courses
in Indian Classical Dance.

GUILLERMO RODRÍGUEZ, DIRECTOR OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA,
AWARDED THE “GLOBAL ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD”
18 FEBRUARY,, NOIDA, INDIA
The Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez Martín, received in 2020 the “Global Academic
Excellence Award” from Amity University (India) for his contribution to the relations between India and
Spain in the field of academic cooperation. The award was presented during the 20th edition of the
“International Business Horizon-INBUSH ERA-World Summit 2020,” organised by Amity University at
its main campus in Noida, a satellite city of Delhi, on 18 and 19 February. As part of this visit, the Director
of Casa de la India also had the opportunity to meet the new Director General of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, Dinesh K. Patnaik, at the ICCR headquarters in New Delhi on 19 February.
Amity University, one of India’s leading private universities with a presence in more than twenty cities
in India and eight other countries, considers the “Global Excellence Awards” to be a recognition of
international personalities, companies and institutions that have been nominated for their outstanding
work in the education and business sector, the awards being the result of highlighting the good practices
carried out by these institutions and companies at an international level.
The director of Casa de la India also participated as a speaker at this annual conference which brings
together academics, industry executives, managers and diplomats from around the world to discuss
best practices in academic cooperation and share their experiences on the latest developments in the
internationalisation of education and innovation in public-private academic management.
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Amity University y la Universidad de Valladolid suscribieron en 2020 un acuerdo marco de colaboración
para la cooperación académica y para realizar un programa de intercambio de estudiantes, profesores
e investigadores.

1.6. SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS
1.6.1. SCHOLARSHIPS AND INTERNSHIPS AT CASA DE LA INDIA
Throughout 2020, Casa de la India has participated in several scholarship programmes of various
types. Casa de la India wants to work regularly with the institutions to achieve the objectives set out
in its statutes, for which it is necessary to count on these scholarship programmes offered by the
different public administrations. Casa de la India Foundation has participated during the year 2020 in
the following programmes:

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAMME, DEGREE IN HISTORY AND MUSIC SCIENCES, UNIVERSITY OF
VALLADOLID.
Work experience programme carried out under the agreement with the University of Valladolid, through
which three students of the degree in History and Music Sciences of the University of Valladolid were
able to enjoy a stay at the Foundation, and assist and collaborate in the organisation of music and
dance performances, exhibitions, conferences, masterclasses, the development of musical projects, the
cataloguing of musical documentation, etc.

1.6.2. GRANTS FROM THE INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS (ICCR)
OF THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Casa de la India publicised the scholarships offered by the Government of India through the Indian
Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR). These scholarships are part of the cultural exchange programme
between India and Spain for the academic year 2020-2021. These scholarships are aimed at Spanish
students who wish to pursue undergraduate or postgraduate studies and research programmes at
universities and educational institutions in India.
The ICCR scholarship web portal is: http://a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in/.
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2. CULTURE
The Casa de la India Foundation is dedicated to the dissemination of Indian culture in Spain through a
wide range of activities that include exhibitions, film cycles, literature and an extensive section dedicated
to Indian music and dance performances. In 2020, many of the activities from March onwards had to
be carried out online due to restrictions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. However, this also made it
possible to generate new content formats and reach a new, wider audience, both in Spain and in other
countries around the world. From the summer onwards, with the gradual opening of cultural activity in
Spain, Casa de la India was able to resumes face-to-face programmes again and implement the projects
it had proposed to carry out this year. Above all, the centenary of Ravi Shankar’s birth was celebrated
with a series of activities dedicated to his figure and work, culminating in the exhibition “Indian Odyssey.
The universe of Ravi Shankar. The Beatles in India” at the Fernán Gómez. Centro Cultural de la Villa in
Madrid. Casa de la India thus became the only city in the world that was able to hold the tribute events
to the famous sitarist in face-to-face events, and to programme live musical groups that travelled for
the occasion from India, with the specific support of the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and
the Ravi Shankar Foundation, among other entities. Also of note was the exhibition “Musical Treasures
of India”, a collection of instruments (from the 17th to the 20th century) from th Radhika Mohan Maitra
Collection at the Casa de la India and at the Fernán Gómez Centro Cultural de la Villa in Madrid, and the
third edition of IndiaIndie, a showcase of independent films from India, which was presented in Palma de
Mallorca.
To carry out this cultural programme, Casa de la India has worked in collaboration with the Embassy of
India in Spain and has had the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the City Council
of Valladolid, the University of Valladolid and other cultural institutions in Spain, Europe and India.

2.1. SPECIAL PROGRAMME TO CELEBRATE
THE RAVI SHANKAR CENTENARY
Ravi Shankar is considered the most celebrated sitarist of all time and the godfather of World Music.
Although he was already recognised as one of the great classical musicians in India, he achieved worldwide
fame in the 1960s, when he came in contact with George Harrison and Western culture and performed at
the Monterey and Woodstock festivals and organised the Bangladesh concert, the first benefit concert in
musical history, together with George Harrison. Ravi Shankar composed ragas, concertos, film soundtracks
and created a passion among Western audiences for Indian classical music that has made him a music
legend and the best-known ambassador of Indian music in the world.
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PARTICIPATION IN THE RAVI SHANKAR
TRIBUTE EVENTS IN INDIA
SAPTAK MUSIC FESTIVAL
12 JANUARY, AHMEDABAD
The director of Casa de la India attended the
tribute to Ravi Shankar in the framework of the
Saptak Music Festival entitled “Remembering
Pandit Ravi Shankarji” which took place in the city
of Ahmedabad, and which included speeches and
concerts by many of Shankar’s disciples.

TRIBUTE CONCERT AT THE JAIPUR
LITERATURE FESTIVAL
26 JANUARY, AMBER FORT, JAIPUR
With a concert by Shubhendra Rao and Saskia Raode Haas, the Jaipur International Literature Festival
paid tribute to Ravi Shankar on the centenary of his
birth with a concert at the Amber Fort in Jaipur,
which was attended by the director of Casa de la
India, Guillermo Rodríguez.

INAUGURATION OF THE RAVI SHANKAR
EXHIBITION AT THE INDIAN MUSIC
EXPERIENCE MUSEUM IN BANGALORE
7 MARCH, BANGALORE
The Bangalore-based Indian Music Experience
(IME) Museum organised the Ravi Shankar@100
exhibition in the presence of Sukanya Shankar,
widow of Ravi Shankar and Director of the Ravi
Shankar Foundation, Madras Music Academy
President N. Murali, Director of IME, Director of
the Ravi Shankar Foundation and the President
of Madras Music Academy N. Murali. Murali, IME
Director Manasi Prasad and the Director of Casa
de la India at the inauguration function, which
concluded with a concert by Vishwamohan Bhatt
(mohan veena) and Bickram Ghosh (tabla), disciples
of Ravi Shankar.

SHORT STORY COMPETITION
APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA SOCIAL MEDIA
On the occasion of the birth centenary of Ravi Shankar (1920-2012), Casa de la India organised the “Ravi
Shankar Short Story Competition”.

RAVI SHANKAR QUIZ
APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA SOCIAL MEDIA
Quiz competition related to the life and work of Ravi Shankar every Thursday in April on Casa de la India’s
social networks.

RAVI SHANKAR MEMORIAL
7 APRIL. YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
Commemoration of the centenary of Ravi Shankar (1920-2012) on his birthday on 7 April through Casa de
la India’s social media with videos by artists Shubhendra Rao; L Subramaniam, Ambi Subramaniam and
Bindu Subramaniam; Vidya Shah; Subrata De; Rupak Kulkarni; and Luis Delgado.
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WEBINAR “RAVI SHANKAR AND THE INFLUENCE OF INDIAN MUSIC IN THE WORLD”.
7 APRIL, EMBASSY OF INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL. (LIVE)
Organised with the Embassy of India in the framework of Ravi Shankar’s centenary and with the participation
of the sitarist and pupil of Ravi Shankar Gaurav Mazumdar, the Professor in Ethnomusicology at the University
of Valladolid Dr. Enrique Cámara, the curator of the exhibition “Indian Odyssey. The universe of Ravi Shankar.
The Beatles in India” Blanca de la Torre, and the director of the Casa de la India Guillermo Rodríguez.

MUSIC OF INDIA AND PERSIA: MAJID JAVADI AND NANTHA KUMAR
16 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
Concert in homage to Ravi Shankar on the centenary of his birth, in which the sound of the Persian setar,
the instrument that inspired the creation of the Indian sitar, could be enjoyed.

WEBCAST “RAVI SHANKAR: EAST MEETS WEST”
7 OCTOBER. ZOOM HOSTED BY CASA ASIA. LIVE BROADCAST
With Oliver Craske, author of “Indian Sun”, the latest biography on Ravi Shankar, and Guillermo Rodríguez,
director of Casa de la India. Organised by Casa Asia in collaboration with Casa de la India.

TOUR OF THE RAVI SHANKAR QUARTET, LED BY SITARIST GAURAV MAZUMDAR
7 OCTOBER. VALLADOLID FAIR AUDITORIUM
8 OCTOBER. ALBÉITAR THEATRE, LEÓN
9 OCTOBER. CANAL THEATRES, MADRID
12 OCTOBER. ATENEO OF MALAGA
First major concert to be organised outside India sponsored by the ICCR to celebrate the centenary of the
legendary Indian musician. Ravi Shankar Quartet, led by sitarist Gaurav Mazumdar, one of Ravi Shankar’s
most gifted disciples, gave four concerts in Spain.

INDIA EN CONCIERTO FESTIVAL
9, 10 AND 11 OCTOBER, TEATROS DEL CANAL, MADRID
In its sixth edition, the Festival India en Concierto, supported by ICCR, was dedicated to Ravi Shankar, in
homage to the centenary of his birth. Ravi Shankar Quartet, Sujata Banerjee Dance Company and Somjit
Dasgupta (sarod) performed.

SITAR MASTERCLASSES
7 OCTOBER. CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
2 DECEMBER. MIGUEL DELIBES CULTURAL CENTRE, VALLADOLID
By the most famous sitarist of all times Ravi Shankar: Gaurav Mazumdar and Shubhendra Rao. With the
support of the ICCR.

EXHIBITION “INDIAN ODYSSEY. THE UNIVERSE OF RAVI SHANKAR. THE BEATLES IN INDIA”.
FROM 3 DECEMBER 2020 TO 17 JANUARY 2021, FERNÁN GÓMEZ CULTURAL CENTRE, MADRID
The largest exhibition in the world in 2020 to celebrate Ravi Shankar’s 100th birth anniversary, co-produced
by Casa de la India and the Fernán Gómez, Centro Cultural de la Villa de Madrid with the collaboration of
the ICCR and the Ravi Shankar Foundation.

RAVI SHANKAR: TRIBUTE CONCERT ON HIS 100TH BIRTH ANNIVERSARY
3 DECEMBER. NATIONAL AUDITORIUM, MADRID
4 DECEMBER. LIENZO NORTE AUDITORIUM, ÁVILA
5 DECEMBER. MIGUEL DELIBES CULTURAL CENTRE, VALLADOLID
With the Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León, conducted by David Murphy, with guest musicians from
India: Shubhendra Rao, Saskia Rao-de Haas and Prabhu Edouard.
Part I: East Marries West, a duo of Shubhendra Rao (sitar) and Saskia Rao-de Haas (Indian cello)
accompanied by Prabhu Edouard (tabla).
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Part II: Ravi Shankar Symphony. Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León Orquesta Sinfónica de Castilla y
León; Shubhendra Rao, sitar; David Murphy, conductor.
In collaboration with the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), the Embassy of India and the Junta
de Castilla y León.

PRESENTATION OF THE BIOGRAPHY “INDIAN SUN: THE LIFE AND MUSIC OF RAVI SHANKAR”.
4 DECEMBER, FERNÁN GÓMEZ CENTRO CULTURAL DE LA VILLA, MADRID
By its author Oliver Craske and the director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, introduced by Ignacio
Marín, artistic director of the Fernán Gómez Centro Cultural de la Villa.

AULA DE CULTURA SESSION OF “EL NORTE DE CASTILLA” WITH OLIVER CRASKE
4 DECEMBER. “AULA DE CULTURA” SESSION OF “EL NORTE DE CASTILLA” NEWSPAPER. LIVE BROADCAST
Webinar with Oliver Craske, author of “Indian Sun”, the latest biography of Ravi Shankar. With the
participation of the journalists Carlos Aganzo and Fernando Conde, and the director of the Casa de la India
Guillermo Rodríguez.

EAST MARRIES WEST, DUO OF SHUBHENDRA RAO (SITAR) AND SASKIA RAO-DE HAAS (INDIAN
CELLO)
3 DECEMBER. NATIONAL AUDITORIUM, MADRID
4 DECEMBER. LIENZO NORTE AUDITORIUM, ÁVILA
5 DECEMBER. MIGUEL DELIBES CULTURAL CENTRE, VALLADOLID
7 DECEMBER. PRINCIPAL THEATRE , PALMA DE MALLORCA
Duo of Shubhendra Rao (sitar), one of Ravi Shankar’s most important pupils, and Saskia Rao-de Haas
(Indian cello) accompanied by Prabhu Edouard (tabla).

RAVI SHANKAR DOCUMENTARY CYCLE
7 DECEMBER. PRINCIPAL THEATRE, PALMA DE MALLORCA
10 DECEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA
17 DECEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA
Documentary cycle dedicated to Ravi Shankar within the framework of the exhibition “Indian Odyssey”:
Reel to Reel (2013) by Alan Kozlowski, Raga (1971) by Howard Worth and L’Extraordinaire Leçon (2009)
by Frédéric Le Clair.
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2.2. EXHIBITIONS
EXHIBITION “MUSICAL TREASURES OF INDIA: AN EXHIBITION OF INSTRUMENTS FROM THE
RADHIKA MOHAN MAITRA COLLECTION (17TH TO 20TH CENTURY)”.
FROM 7 OCTOBER TO 18 NOVEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA
FROM 3 DECEMBER 2020 TO 17 JANUARY 2021, FERNÁN GÓMEZ CENTRO CULTURAL DE LA VILLA, MADRID

“Musical Treasures of India” is an exhibition of instruments from the Radhika Mohan Maitra Collection,
which spans from the 17th to the mid-20th century from Calcutta (India). It is the finest private collection
of Indian musical instruments in the world, and is curated by the musician and curator of this exhibition,
Somjit Dasgupta. The exhibition, which was exhibited for the first time outside India, consisted of 52
instruments.
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Among the instruments in the collection was a mid-17th century Rudra Veena that belonged to the
descendants of Mian Tansen (1506 - 1589; prominent composer, musician, vocalist and part of the court
of the Mughal emperor Jalaluddin Akbar) and eventually came into the possession of Mohammad Amir
Khan, guru of Maitra. It is probably the oldest playable musical instrument in India. The collection also
included the three different types of instruments that Maitra himself designed and made, including the
most famous of 1943, the Mohan Veena. The display also included the Saraswati Veena made in 1860 in
Tanjor, South India, which was later played in all the courts of India. It was presented to Maitra by Emani
Shankara Shastri (1922-1987; celebrated veena player of South Indian Carnatic music) in recognition of
his contribution to veena music in 1950. Also of note is a sitar that originally belonged to Rabindranath
Tagore, who gave the instrument to the young Radhika Mohan Maitra as a gift after being delighted to
attend one of his magnificent recitals.
The exhibition at the Casa de la India also featured the documentary film “Sarodiyo Bin” (on the making
of stringed instruments) performed by Somjit Dasgupta, reproductions of old photographs of musicians,
restored old sound recordings, audiovisuals and educational texts on Indian classical music produced by
the Department of History and Science of Music of the University of Valladolid.
It also contained a virtual exhibition with the original image and sound of most of the instruments on
display, hosted on YouTube by musicologists Alicia Jiménez and Iván García (University of Valladolid).
In addition, to complement the exhibition, an intense programme of parallel activities was organised,
including concerts and master classes by musicians from India, as well as conferences, round tables and
audiovisual projections.
The exhibition of musical instruments and the parallel activities were organised by Casa de la India with
the sponsorship of the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and the collaboration of the Embassy of
India, University of Valladolid and Valladolid City Council.

EXHIBITION “INDIAN ODYSSEY. THE UNIVERSE OF RAVI SHANKAR. THE BEATLES IN INDIA”.
FROM 3 DECEMBER 2020 TO 17 JANUARY 2021, FERNÁN GÓMEZ CENTRO CULTURAL DE LA VILLA, MADRID
A co-production of Casa de la India and Fernán Gómez Centro Cultural de la Villa.
On the occasion of the celebration of the Ravi Shankar centenary(1920-2012), an exhibition dedicated to
the famous Indian sitarist was conceptualised and produced by Casa de la India, parallel to a section on
the trip that The Beatles made to India in 1968, which was presented in order to talk about the importance
of cultural assimilation, respect and mutual influence between Indian and Western culture. The exhibition
also highlighted the role played by the meeting and relations between the two music icons Ravi Shankar
and George Harrison.
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The exhibition raised awareness of Ravi Shankar as an ambassador of Indian music in the West, of his
role as George Harrison’s guru and “godfather” of world music, and also stressed the importance of The
Beatles’ interaction with Indian culture. The aim was also to disseminate the richness of Indian culture and
its musical legacy in Western culture, to highlight cultural exchanges and the enrichment they bring about.
The exhibition was an opportunity to educate the public on Indian music and on the bilateral cultural
exchange (East - West) that the relationship between the two icons of music for universal culture entailed.
The exhibition was divided into different sections to articulate the history of the meeting between Ravi Shankar
and one of the cultural icons of the last century, George Harrison of The Beatles, and to make it comprehensible.
It also aimed to contextualise the richness of Indian music and its cultural contribution to Western music. In this
way, the exhibition not only educated about these historical figures but also about how the musical cultures we
are used to, habits, aesthetics and philosophies of life have been influenced by them.
The exhibition was structured in 5 “ragas” or chapters, of which the two articulating axes were the first
chapter, centred on the figure of Ravi Shankar, and the third, on the journey that took The Beatles to India.
The second chapter functioned as a hinge of the two previous ones and focused on the close relationship
between George Harrison and the renowned sitarist. The fourth chapter offered an introduction to Indian
music and Shankar’s relationship with the great musicians of the day, both classical and contemporary,
East and West. Finally, the fifth chapter took the form of an epilogue in which the influences of the entry of
Indian music into Western culture were presented, especially in the contemporary music and iconography
developed around it.
The exhibition was curated by Blanca de la Torre, who has a long career as an art curator and specialises
in intercultural and international projects, with experience and knowledge of Indian culture.
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EXHIBITION CREDITS: “INDIAN ODYSSEY:
THE UNIVERSE OF RAVI SHANKAR. THE
BEATLES IN INDIA”
Organised by Fernán Gómez.
Centro Cultural de la Villa and Casa de la India.
FERNÁN GÓMEZ.
CENTRO CULTURAL DE LA VILLA. MADRID
DESTINO
Ignacio Marín, artistic direction.
Yolanda Mayo, manager.
Margarita Arias, coordination of venue.
CASA DE LA INDIA
Guillermo Rodríguez, direction.
David Rodríguez, programming
and documentation.
Gloria Martínez, coordination of venue.
COLLABORATING ENTITIES
Embassy of India; Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR); Ravi Shankar Foundation; Ravi Shankar Centre; University of Valladolid; Municipal
Foundation for Culture, City Council of Valladolid.
EXHIBITION CURATOR
Blanca de la Torre
COORDINATION
Shamina Rasiwala
DESIGN
Fernando Muñoz/Smart&Green Design
GRAFIC DESIGN
Amaya Lausín/Inés Vila
CONTRIBUTORS
EFE Agency; Alan Kozlowski ; Aloke Mitra; Associate Press Photo / Gtresonline; Avico Ltd; Barun Kumar;
Clive Arrowsmith; Dilip Basu; East Meets West Music; Find - India-Europe Foundation For New Dialogues;
Hard Rock International; Jacinto Santos; Javier Panera / Amparo Pascual; Jesús Martínez Ostern; Luminata Ltd; National Film Board of Canada; Pattie Boyd; Piet Schreuders; Raghu Rai; Ram Panjabi/Nicholas
Nugent; Ravi Shankar Foundation; Sanjay Sharma; Shemaroo; Silva Screen Records; Somjit Dasgupta Radhika Mohan Maitra Collection of Musical Instruments; Stiftung Deutsche Kinemathek; Tanmoy Bose;
WireImage/Getty Images
MOUNTING
Intervento
INDIAN MUSIC CONSULTANCY
Enrique Cámara de Landa
VIRTUAL EXHIBITION OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS:
Alicia Jiménez Jiménez
Iván García Jimeno
AUDIO-VISUAL EDITING:
David Rodríguez (Casa de la India)
Alán Carrasco
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:
Ajoy Bose, Alán Carrasco, Cat Celebrezze, Cristina Carrillo de Albornoz, Javier Panera Cuevas, Jeeva Maria Joy, Jesús Ostern, Joyita Dutta, Juan González-Posada, Manasi Prasad, Mercedes de la Fuente, Oliver
Craske, Pattie Boyd, Pete Compton, Raquel Jiménez Pasalodos, Reynold D’ Silva, Sanjoy K. Roy, Somjit
Dasgupta, Shukti Karmakar, Sukanya Shankar.
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EXHIBITION “MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF INDIA”.
FROM 3 DECEMBER 2020 TO 17 JANUARY 2021, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
Exhibition of Indian instruments, which included a selection of instruments from the ICCR-sponsored
Radhika Mohan Maitra Collection.
The Radhika Mohan Maitra Collection, which spans from the 17th to the mid-20th century from Calcutta
(India), is the finest private collection of Indian musical instruments in the world, and is curated by the
musician and curator of this exhibition, Somjit Dasgupta. The exhibition, which was exhibited for the first
time outside India, shared its instruments during this period between this exhibition at Casa de la India and
the exhibition “Indian Odyssey. The Universe of Ravi Shankar. The Beatles in India”.
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2.3. CINEMA
2.3.1. INDIAINDIE. SHOWCASE OF INDEPENDENT INDIAN CINEMA
SECOND EDITION OF INDIAINDIE
FROM FEBRUARY 13 TO 16, NIEMEYER CENTER, AVILÉS, SPAIN.
Casa de la India in collaboration with other entities organized the second edition of IndiaIndie, a showcase
of independent cinema from India that was held at the end of 2019 in Madrid and Valladolid, and at the
Niemeyer Center in Avilés in February 2020.
This showcase of independent Indian cinema is curated by Bina Paul, vice president of the Kerala State
Chalachitra Academy (Motion Picture Academy of the Kerala State), and artistic director of the prestigious
Kerala International Film Festival.
The film festival was produced by Casa de la India and was held in collaboration with the Embassy of India
in Spain, National Film Archives of India, DFF (Directorate of Film Festivals in India), Filmoteca Española,
Broadway Cinemas and Film Chair of the University of Valladolid, among other entities, and was supported
by Air India.
The IndiaIndie independent film showcase at the Niemeyer Center featured the screening of the films
Hellaro, Jonaki and Bhayanakham.

HELLARO
13 FEBRUARY, NIEMEYER CENTER, AVILÉS
Hellaro / Abhishek Shah / Gujarati subtitled in Spanish / 2019 / 121 min.
In 1975, a young woman, Manjhri, is married off in a small village in the middle of nowhere in the Rann
of Kutch. There, she joins a group of women shackled by patriarchal mandates. Their only escape from
suppression is when they go out to fetch water every morning at a distant water point. Apart from those
few hours a day, their lives are subject to the rules made by men that they have to abide by. One day,
while on their way to fetch water, they meet someone in the middle of the desert and their lives are
changed forever.

JONAKI
15 FEBRUARY, NIEMEYER CENTER, AVILÉS
Jonaki / Aditya Sengupta / Bengali subtitled in Spanish / 2018 / 95 min.
As Jonaki, an 80-year-old woman, searches for love in a strange universe of deteriorating memories, her
lover, now old and grey, returns to a world she is beginning to leave behind.

BHAYANAKHAM
16 FEBRUARY, NIEMEYER CENTER, AVILÉS
Bhayanakham / Jayaraj / Malayalam subtitled Spanish / 2018 / 105 min.
A World War I veteran is sent to Kuttanad as a letter carrier to deliver funds and letters to soldiers’ families.
Soon, the happiness his visits bring to the families turns to misery with the outbreak of World War II .

THIRD EDITION OF INDIAINDIE. SHOWCASE OF
INDEPENDENT INDIAN CINEMA
FROM 7 TO 11 DECEMBER, PRINCIPAL THEATRE AND CINECIUTAT CINEMA
HALL, MALLORCA
Casa de la India, in collaboration with the Embassy of
India, Fundación Mallorca Turisme and Mallorca Film
Commission, presented the third edition of IndiaIndie,
a film weekthat aims to bring to the Spanish public the
new independent cinema made in India.
IndiaIndie is curated by Bina Paul, vice president of
the Kerala State Chalachitra Academy (Motion Picture
Academy of the Kerala State) and artistic director of
the prestigious Kerala International Film Festival.
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The film week in Mallorca opened with a special screening of Alan Kozlowski’s documentary Reel to Reel,
in commemoration of Ravi Shankar’s centenary, and Prashant Nair’s film Umrika, as well as an opening
gala presented by Guillermo Rodriguez, director of Casa de la India, and Monica de la Fuente, dancer and
choreographer. During the gala, which included speeches by Sanjay Verma, Ambassador of India, Lucía
Escribano, Director of Tourism of the Consell de Mallorca, and Prashant Nair, director of Umrika, and the
presence of Pedro Barbadillo, Mallorca Film Commission, the audience also enjoyed the concert “East
Marries West”, a duo of Shubhendra Rao (sitar) and Saskia Rao-de Haas (Indian cello), with Prabhu Edouard
(tabla) and the special guest performance of the dancer Mónica de la Fuente.
The showcase, which was screened in Mallorca during the second week of December and would travel to
Madrid (Círculo de Bellas Artes), Valladolid (Broadway Cinemas and Casa de la India) and other Spanish
cities during 2021, featured the screening of 6 feature films plus a guest film.

Special screening
UMRIKA
7 DECEMBER, PRINCIPAL THEATRE OF PALMA, PALMA DE MALLORCA
Dir. Prashant Nair / 2014 / Hindi / Umrika / 102 min.
A small village in India is revolutionized when one of their own travels to America (aka UMRIKA) and
recounts his adventures through letters he sends home, sparking debate among the community and
inspiring hope. But when the letters mysteriously stop arriving, his younger brother Rama sets out on a
journey to find him. With the help of his best friend Lalu, Rama retraces his brother’s path to find himself
making his own. Set in the mid-1980s, UMRIKA is a funny and meaningful story of the long road to achieving
one’s dreams.

RUN KALYANI
8 DECEMBER, CINECIUTAT, PALMA DE MALLORCA
Dir. Geetha J / 2019 / Malayalam / Run Kalyani / 100 min.
A delightful and seductive first feature-length fiction film by Geetha J. A poetic and realistic drama about
duties, dreams and desires. Kalyani is a young cook who lives with her ailing aunt and a young man in a
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dilapidated agraharam in Trivandrum. Every day is the same with her life of duties as a cook and caretaker.
But every day is different too. Like the romance of poetry that ignites a passion, like otherworldly stories
that awaken a desire, like sharks approaching and death approaching too, Run Kalyani builds to an intense
crescendo of pain and grit, grief and strength.

GHODE KO JALEBI KHILANE LE JA RIYA HOON
(LEADING THE HORSE TO EAT JALEBIS).
9 DECEMBER, CINECIUTAT, PALMA DE MALLORCA
Dir. Anamika Haksar / 2019 / Hindi / Ghode Ko Jalebi Khilane le Ja Riya Hoon / 121 min.
A testament of time written in Old Delhi, past and present traced in its streets. The narrative moves like a
homeless migrant, changing space and structure with each unfolding event, living in the twilight between
the real and the dreamed.

1956, CENTRAL TRAVANCORE
9 DECEMBER, CINECIUTAT, PALMA DE MALLORCA
Dir. Don Palathara / 2019 / Malayalam / 1956, Madhyathiruvithamkoor / 95 min.
The central characters of 1956, Central Travancore are two brothers. Kora eloped from their family home
immediately after their first child was born. In search of his brother, Onan arrives in the high mountain
ranges of Central Travancore, where a vast majority of the land is still unoccupied by humans. He finds his
brother after a year of searching. The contrast between the nature of the two brothers is also the contrast
of the struggle between freedom and duty that can be seen in both characters.

NIMTOH (THE INVITATION)
10 DECEMBER, CINECIUTAT, PALMA DE MALLORCA
Dir. Saurav Rai / 2019 / Nepali, Hindi / Nimtoh / 85 min.
In a remote mountain village, ten-year-old Tashi and his elderly grandmother live with a family who help
them earn a living. Their job is to guard the cardamom orchard at night from wild animals. As the wedding
day approaches at his employer’s house, Tashi is overcome with excitement and trepidation. Will they be
invited?

LIHAAF (THE QUILT)
10 DECEMBER , CINECIUTAT, PALMA DE MALLORCA
Dir. Rahat Kazmi / 2019 / Hindi / Lihaaf (The Quilt) / 85 min.
Based on author Ismat Chughtai’s celebrated masterpiece “Lihaaf”, it tells the story of Begum, who
finds herself trapped in a loveless marriage. With her sexual desires neglected, she will eventually find
solace with her masseuse. The film raises important questions about marriage as an economic and social
enterprise, the socially subordinate role of women in marriage, their sexual fantasies and frustrations, and
their consequent sense of loneliness. The traditional feminine sensibility of the 18th and 19th centuries
demanded women to be virtuous, modest and obedient.

AHAA RE (THE TWO LOVERS)
11 DECEMBER , CINECIUTAT, PALMA DE MALLORCA
Dir. Ranjan Ghosh / 2019 / Bengali / Ahaa Re (The Two Lovers) / 150 min.
“The Two Lovers” is a crossover story about Farhaz, a wealthy Muslim chef from Dhaka, and Basundhara, a
Brahmin Hindu home cook from Kolkata. They are brought together by the one thing they have in common:
their passion for food and cooking. But when Farhaz tries to approach Basundhara, she rejects him. Farhaz
gradually befriends her father and brother and embarks on a journey that changes his own worldview and
his own life. The film explores how love and humanism trump everything else and that religion has a role
in our lives as a unifying force.
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2.3.2. FILM SERIES
RAVI SHANKAR DOCUMENTARY SERIES
Documentary film series dedicated to Ravi Shankar, organized on the occasion of the centenary of the
great Indian musician and within the framework of the exhibition “Indian Odyssey. The universe of Ravi
Shankar. The Beatles in India”. The film series included the documentaries Raga and L’extraordinaire leçon
(December 2020) and Reel to Reel. Sangeet Ratna (January 2021).

REEL TO REEL. SANGEET RATNA
7 DECEMBER. PRINCIPAL THEATRE, PALMA DE MAYORCA
Alan Kozlowski / 2013 / English subt. spanish / 35 min.
Alan Kozlowski met Ravi Shankar in 1978, and since then a 35-year relationship of study and collaboration
began. Alan performed with Ravi Shankar at venues around the world, including Carnegie Hall, the
Kennedy Center and the Royal Opera House in London. Following Ravi Shankar’s passing (in December
2012), Kozlowski mined the archives to produce Sangeet Ratna (Jewel of Music), a 35-minute tribute to
his life and work, presented in March 2013, at Ravi Shankar’s memorial service at Nehru Park in New Delhi.

RAGA
10 DECEMBER . CASA DE LA INDIA.
Howard Worth/ 1971/ English subtitled/ 97 min.
Set in the late 1960s, the documentary follows Ravi Shankar as he returns to India to reconnect with his
guru, Bengali instrumentalist and composer Baba Ustad Allauddin. Raga delves into Ravi Shankar’s life as a
musician and also as a teacher in the U.S. and Europe in an attempt to educate the West about the unique
world of Indian classical music and its culture. The documentary also reflects the influences on Shankar
of Allauddin Khan and his famous dancing brother Uday Shankar, and his collaborations with Western
musicians such as George Harrison. Narrated by Ravi Shankar himself, this documentary shows music as
the soul not only of Ravi Shankar’s life but also of India.

L’EXTRAORDINAIRE LEÇON
17 DECEMBER. CASA DE LA INDIA
Frédéric Le Clair/ 2009/ french subt. english/ 54 min
In 2008, Ravi Shankar gave a master class at the Salle Pleyel concert hall, Paris, during which he revealed
some of his secrets. In this documentary we follow Ravi Shankar and his daughter Anoushka to Paris,
where the sitar virtuoso gives a class for a packed auditorium. L’extraordinaire leçon features interviews
with Ravi, Anoushka and other musicians, as well as a trip to Delhi, to the center created by Ravi and his
wife. Ravi Shankar talks about his early days on tour with his brother and his decision to give up the good
life to become a disciple of Music and spend 16 hours a day practicing in a simple environment.

2.3.3. OTHER SCREENINGS
DOCUMENTARY
YOGA FOR WORLD PEACE
21 JUNE. YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
In the framework of the “International Yoga Day” the Casa de la India screened the documentary “Yoga for
World Peace” by Benoy K. Behl. Yoga is a science of life that was developed to help us to know ourselves,
to obtain the peace and joy that can be found within. The only achievement that finally makes sense,
whose victories do not vanish in an instant, is the conquest of the mind. Yoga brings us back to who we
really are, to a state of stillness in which we have gained wisdom about ourselves. Benoy K. Behl is a
filmmaker, art historian and photographer known for his prolific body of work over the past 41 years. He
has taken over 50,000 photographs of Asian artistic heritage and monuments, made 140 documentaries
on art and cultural history, and organized exhibitions in 59 countries.
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DOCUMENTARY INDIAN ROOTS OF TIBETAN BUDDHISM
25 AUGUST. YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
Benoy K. Behl/ 2014/ English subt./ 50 min.
This documentary, produced by the Ministry of External Affairs of the Government of India and made by
world-renowned Buddhist expert Benoy Krishen Behl, shows the cultural and philosophical roots of Tibetan
Buddhism. The documentary was filmed across India, Tibet and Kalmykia in European Russia and features
interviews with the Dalai Lama and other leading Tibetan experts.

2.4. PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC
2.4.1. INDIA EN CONCIERTO FESTIVAL. RAVI SHANKAR SPECIAL
INDIA EN CONCIERTO FESTIVAL
9, 10 AND 11 OCTOBER, TEATROS DEL CANAL, MADRID
The sixth edition of the “Festival India en Concierto” took
place in Madrid’s Teatros del Canal, following the successful
outcome of the five previous editions, with performances by
great masters of Indian music and dance. In this special edition dedicated to the celebrated sitarist Ravi Shankar on the
centenary of his death, we had the presence of the Honorary
President of the Casa de la India, Her Royal Highness Princess Irene of Greece, who also presided over one of the 2016
concerts. The biennial “India en Concierto” Festival aims to
bring to the public in Spain the talent, creativity and cultural
richness of India through music and dance and in this edition
it was once again organized by Casa de la India with the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and
the Embassy of India.
With almost twelve hundred spectators, despite the limited
seating capacity in 2020, the sixth edition continued the success of previous editions.

RAVI SHANKAR QUARTET, LED BY GAURAV MAZUMDAR (SITAR)
9 OCTOBER , TEATROS DEL CANAL, MADRID
Gaurav Mazumdar (sitar /vocalist) / Ramamoorthy Sriganesh (mridangam) / Ashwani Shankar (shehnai) /
Arup Kumar Chattopadhyay (tabla).
Ravi Shankar Quartet delved into the creative, artistic and musical realm of Ravi Shankar. Gaurav
Mazumdar, along with the other members of his team, spun a narrative, which took the viewer on a journey
with the legend who lived from 1920-2012. The pieces performed covered the maestro’s original ragas, film
melodies and ballet music, orchestral music and vocal compositions.
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A Grammy nominee, Gaurav Mazumdar was born into the illustrious Mazumdar family of Allahabad and
reached the zenith of his musical education with the legendary Ravi Shankar. As an artist for over two
and a half decades, Gaurav has produced numerous albums and has performed at major festivals and
venues around the world including Chicago Symphony Hall, Royal Albert Hall, Belt & Road Festival, China,
Kennedy Center, Bath Festival, Acropolis for the Olympics in Greece, Perth Festival, Kijani Festival Kenya,
Madras Music Academy, Vatican and the Tata Theatre in Mumbai. His performances include appearances
with Ravi Shankar, Kishan Maharaj and Philip Glass, among others. Gaurav has composed music for the
ballet ‘Siddhartha’ -based on the book by Nobel Laureate Hermann Hesse-, Ballet ‘Ritu Shringar’, ‘Woman
Baring’. Gaurav has also composed music for the film Shwet.

SUJATA BANERJEE DANCE COMPANY
10 OCTOBER, TEATROS DEL CANAL, MADRID
Sujata Banerjee is one of the most respected Kathak artists: choreographer, performer, teacher, mentor and educator, based
in the UK. Her knowledge and mastery of
Kathak dance is particularly visible in both
her classical and more experimental style
work. Sujata has toured all over the world.
She created her own dance company in
1985 and many innovative projects while remaining deeply rooted in the Kathak
style. Sujata has her own academy in London and teaches students of all levels, including professionals. In 2016, she received
an honorary lifetime membership award
from People Dancing UK for her outstanding contribution to dance. In 2017, Sujata was nominated and shortlisted for One
Dance UK’s prestigious Lifetime Achievement Awards and is Chair of ISTD’s Indian
Classical Dance Faculty.
Sujata Banerjee Dance Company performed
“Guru Pranam” with music by Ravi Shankar,
in tribute to the centenary of his birth.
Dancers: Jaina Modasia, Mithun Gill, Tulani
Kayani - Skeef, and Sujata Banerjee.
Guest dancers: Mónica de la Fuente, Shreyashee Nag, Vanisha Detani and Anoushka Dasgupta.
Choreography and direction: Sujata Banerjee.

SOMJIT DASGUPTA (SAROD)
11 OCTOBER, TEATROS DEL CANAL, MADRID
This edition of India en Concierto closed
with the performance of Somjit Dasgupta
(sarod) accompanied on tabla by Arup Kumar Chattopadhyay.
Somjit Dasgupta is one of the leading performers of sarod, rabab, surabab, mohan
veena and surshringar, whose performance
techniques he learned from his late mentor
Pandit Radhika Mohan Maitra, the second
most recorded artist by All India Radio and
one of the foremost musicians of our times.
Somjit has performed all over the world and
has given recitals at major classical music
festivals in India.
Arup Kumar Chattopadhyay. Tablist based
in New Delhi, he has played at Carnegie Hall,
Kennedy Center and Lincoln Center accompanying important soloists of Indian classical music.

35

2.4.2. MUSICAL TOURS IN TRIBUTE TO RAVI SHANKAR
TOUR OF THE RAVI SHANKAR QUARTET, LED BY SITARIST GAURAV MAZUMDAR
7 OCTOBER. VALLADOLID FAIR AUDITORIUM
8 OCTOBER. ALBÉITAR THEATER, LEÓN
9 OCTOBER. TEATROS DEL CANAL, MADRID
12 OCTOBER. ATENEO OF MALAGA

Casa de la India kicked off the fall activities with the concert of Ravi Shankar Quartet at the Feria de
Valladolid, the first event organized outside India to celebrate the centenary of the legendary musician
Ravi Shankar, since all the activities scheduled around the world had to be postponed due to the pandemic.
Ravi Shankar Quartet is led by sitarist Gaurav Mazumdar, who was accompanied on stage by Ramamoorthy
Sriganesh (mridangam), Ashwani Shankar (shehnai) and Arup Kumar Chattopadhyay (tabla). The Spain
tour, organized by Casa de la India within the framework of the Festival India en Concierto, took the
Indian music group, in addition to Valladolid, to the Teatro Albéitar in León, the Teatros del Canal in
Madrid and the Ateneo de Málaga. Thus Ravi Shankar Quartet became the first group to be sponsored
since the beginning of the pandemic by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations). Its leader, Gaurav
Mazumdar, who also gave a sitar master class in Valladolid at the Casa de la India, was one of the few
disciples of Ravi Shankar who accompanied the master around the world in the last decades of his life.
The concert at the Feria de Valladolid, organized with the collaboration of the City of Valladolid, and the
support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the Embassy of India, was broadcast live on
La 8 de Castilla y León Television and by streaming through Facebook of Casa de la India.
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RAVI SHANKAR: TRIBUTE CONCERTS IN HIS CENTENARY WITH OSCYL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
3 DECEMBER. NATIONAL AUDITORIUM, MADRID
4 DECEMBER. LIENZO NORTE AUDITORIUM, ÁVILA.
5 DECEMBER. MIGUEL DELIBES CULTURAL CENTER, VALLADOLID

One hundred years have passed since the birth of the legend of Indian music, the sitarist Ravi Shankar, and
to celebrate it, three great orchestral concerts were organized in Spain in his honour -the first in the world
of this magnitude- to celebrate the centenary in 2020 of one of the most outstanding musical geniuses
who shone in the 20th century.
This special programme with the Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León, dedicated to the Indian maestro,
kicked off on Thursday 3 December at the National Auditorium in Madrid and continued at the Lienzo
Norte Auditorium in Ávila on Friday 4 December and at the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre in Valladolid
on Saturday 5 December. The programme was organised by Casa de la India and the Junta de Castilla y
León, with the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations and the Embassy of India. The concerts
were performed by the Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León (OSCYL), conducted by David Murphy, and
featuring guest musicians Shubhendra Rao (sitar), Saskia Rao-de Haas (Indian cello) and Prabhu Edouard
(tabla).
The three-concert programme featured the national premiere of the Ravi Shankar Symphony, a symphony
composed by Ravi Shankar (1920-2012) shortly before his death and orchestrated by David Murphy in one
of his collaborations. The world premiere took place at the Royal Festival Hall in London by the London
Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by David Murphy on 1 July 2010.
Shubhendra Rao, the sitar soloist who performed with the OSCYL to perform the symphony, is one of
Ravi Shankar’s most renowned disciples. Shubhendra Rao continues Shankar’s legacy by building musical
bridges between East and West with his wife, cellist Saskia Rao-de Haas. Hence his recital that formed the
first part of the musical programme was entitled East Marries West.
The concert programme was organised as part of a special tribute to Ravi Shankar (1920-2012)
commemorating the centenary of his birth, and also included the exhibition “Indian Odyssey. The Universe
of Ravi Shankar. The Beatles in India”, co-produced by Casa de la India and Fernán Gómez Centro Cultural
de la Villa with the support of the Government of India and on view at the Fernán Gómez in Madrid from 3
December 2020 to 17 January 2021.
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PROGRAMME
Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León (OSCYL)
David Murphy, conductor
Shubhendra Rao, sitar
Saskia Rao-de Haas, Indian cello
Prabhu Edouard, tabla

MADRID, 3 December. NATIONAL AUDITORIUM OF MUSIC
RAVI SHANKAR: TRIBUTE CONCERT ON HIS 100TH ANNIVERSARY
PART I: East Marries West, duo of Shubhendra Rao (sitar) and Saskia Rao-de Haas (Indian cello)
accompanied by Prabhu Edouard (tabla).
PART II: Ravi Shankar Symphony. Orquesta Sinfónica de Castilla y León; Shubhendra Rao, sitar; David
Murphy, conductor.

ÁVILA, 4 December. LIENZO NORTE AUDITORIUM
UNESCO CONCERT: TRIBUTE TO RAVI SHANKAR AND BEETHOVEN
PART I: East Marries West, duo of Shubhendra Rao (sitar) and Saskia Rao-de Haas (Indian cello)
accompanied by Prabhu Edouard (tabla).
PART II: Ravi Shankar Symphony. Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León; Shubhendra Rao, sitar; David
Murphy, conductor.
PART III: Beethoven’s Symphony No. 5. Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León; David Murphy, conductor.

VALLADOLID, 5 December. MIGUEL DELIBES CULTURAL CENTRE. SYMPHONY HALL
RAVI SHANKAR: TRIBUTE CONCERT ON HIS CENTENARY.
PART I: East Marries West, a duo of Shubhendra Rao (sitar) and Saskia Rao-de Haas (Indian cello)
accompanied by Prabhu Edouard (tabla).
PART II: Ravi Shankar Symphony. Symphony Orchestra of Castilla y León; Shubhendra Rao, sitar; David
Murphy, conductor.

2.4.3. REGULAR PROGRAMME
PUPPET SHOW “ABOUT RAM” BY THE THEATRE COMPANY OF ANURUPA ROY
3 JANUARY, LAVA TEATRO, VALLADOLID
5 JANUARY, FERNÁN GÓMEZ CULTURAL CENTRE, MADRID
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Puppet show based on the Ramayana and performed with the help of puppets, masks, animations,
projected images and dance. The play is about Ram, a prince exiled by his father, together with his wife
Sita and his brother Lakshman. During his exile, Sita is kidnapped by Ravana. Ram becomes king and is
forced to debate between his duty to the throne and his love for his wife.
To recreate the struggle of Ram’s puppet, they were inspired by the ancient warrior dance Seraikela
Chauu. Ravan was represented by a shadow puppet following the ancient Tolu Bommalata technique.
Director: Anurupa Roy.
Manipulators: Avinash Yadav, Pawan Waghamare, Mohammad Shameem, Shamsul, Milind Srivastava.
Music: Abhijeet Banerjee.
Animation: Vishal K Dhar.
Katkatha Puppet Arts Trust, a Delhi-based puppet theatre company, was founded in 1988. Since then, it
has been running educational programmes and social actions for children at risk of exclusion, providing
literacy and bringing together children of different religions. “About Ram” was created thanks to a grant
from the India Foundation for the Arts and in collaboration with the animator Vishal Dar.
With the support of the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and the collaboration of the Municipal
Foundation for Culture, City of Valladolid.

CONCERT: MUSIC FROM INDIA AND PERSIA
16 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA
Performed by Majid Javadi, setar, and Nantha Kumar, tabla.
Hindustani classical music has been influenced by Persian music in many ways. Mystical (Sufi) poetry
and ghazals (love poems) are an integral part of Hindustani music. Many Persian scales (daskars) were
introduced into Indian ragas (melodic
modes). The Indian sitar was built on the
inspiration of the Persian setar and the
South Indian veena.
The concert of Indian and Persian music,
performed by Majid Javadi and Nantha
Kumar, is based on this inspiration and
improvisation.
The concert was dedicated to the most
famous sitarist of all time Ravi Shankar,
on the occasion of his 100th birthday.
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DANCE PERFORMANCE: “BHAKTI”, POETRY OF THE BODY
7 AUGUST, TEATRO ZORRILLA. VALLADOLID
Casa de la India collaborated for the presentation of the show “Bhakti”, by the dancer and choreographer
Mónica de la Fuente, at the Teatro Zorrilla. A poetic journey from classical Indian dance to contemporary
dance. Through the poetry of San Juan de la Cruz and José Ángel Valente or beautiful translations of Tagore
into Spanish, we enter a poetic world in which we experience how to create poetry from the body. The body
at the service of the word or the word at the service of the body. A journey that from a distance in time and
space brings us closer to a contemporary experience of the body and poetry.

2.4.4. OTHER TOURS PRODUCED IN INDIA
TOUR OF THE ENSEMBLE OF THE SYMPHONIC ORCHESTRA OF CASTILLA Y LEÓN (OSCYL) IN INDIA
4 JANUARY, SIRI FORT AUDITORIUM, NEW DELHI
6 JANUARY, SHILPAKALA VEDIKA AUDITORIUM, HYDERABAD
8 JANUARY, GANESH KALA KRIDA MANCH, PUNE
An ensemble of the OSCyL, composed of more than twenty musicians, toured India earlier this year
sponsored by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and the Junta de Castilla y León, with the
collaboration of Casa de la India and the Lakshminarayana Global Music Festival. The concerts took place
to great public and critical acclaim on 4 January at the Siri Fort Auditorium in New Delhi, on 6 January at
the Shilpa Kala Vedika Auditorium in Hyderabad and on 8 January at the Ganesh Kala Kreeda Manch in
Pune. The OSCyL ensemble played Gustav Holst’s “Saint Paul’s Suite” and Joaquín Turina’s “La oración
del torero”.
The OSCYL ensemble performed with the celebrated Indian violinist L. Subramaniam, who played a
selection of works by Indian composers with his accompanying musicians.
This series of concerts in India is part of a close collaboration and musical exchange that the OSCYL
has maintained with the Asian country and the Casa de la India since 2008 and which has allowed the
programming at the Centro Cultural Miguel Delibes of outstanding musical figures, such as Subramaniam
himself, as well as prestigious performing arts companies from India.
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TOUR IN INDIA BY THE ANTONIO ANDRADE FLAMENCO COMPANY
15 JANUARY, CHOWDIAH MEMORIAL HALL. BANGALORE. WITH DR L. SUBRAMANIAM
16 JANUARY, TAGORE HALL. AHMEDABAD
17 JANUARY, KERALA LITERATURE FESTIVAL. KOZHIKODE
The flamenco company Antonio Andrade toured India with the sponsorship of Air India and the collaboration
of Casa de la India, performing “Emociones”. Together with Antonio Andrade and Miguel Sotelo on guitar,
the voices of Rocío Mayoral and Pablo Oliva, the flamenco dancer Úrsula Moreno put all her experience
and mastery at the feet of flamenco singing and guitar to pay tribute and honour him. The tour took place
in three Indian cities, Bangalore, Ahmedabad and Kozhikode. In Bangalore the performance counted with
the collaboration of the violinist L. Subramaniam and in the cities of Bangalore and Ahmedabad with the
special collaboration of the dancer Mónica de la Fuente, who choreographed a musical piece composed by
Subramaniam for the occasion.

TOUR OF THE MUSICIAN GERMÁN DÍAZ
18 JANUARY, KERALA LITERATURE FESTIVAL. KOZHIKODE
20 JANUARY, CERVANTES INSTITUTE. NEW DELHI
The Kerala Literature Festival, with the support of
AC/E Acción Cultural Española and Casa de la India,
organised this concert of traditional music by the musician Germán Díaz playing the hurdy-gurdy, among
other instruments, and accompanied on percussion
by the Indian musician Tao Issaro. Subsequently,
Germán Díaz travelled to New Delhi, to the Instituto
Cervantes, where he offered, with the support of the
Junta de Castilla y León and the Casa de la India, a recital with a reading of texts by Miguel Delibes by Ana
Isabel Conejo and Alejandro Cuevas.
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2.4.5. LAB INDIA. LABORATORY FOR INDIAN PERFORMING ARTS
LAB-India, Laboratory for Indian Perfoming Arts , is a space for training, research, dissemination and
intercultural artistic creation of Casa de la India. A platform for the encounter between the two cultures,
to produce, disseminate, experiment and enter into common artistic spaces to enrich our social and
cultural environments. This artistic Laboratory, which seeks to put the performing arts of India in Spain in
dialogue and value exchanges, revolves around four fundamental axes: training (regular classes, master
classes, quarterly workshops, training cycles, and intensive courses in India), research (research work and
projects in educational and social areas, consultancy work specialising in the performing arts, as well as
projects for integration and social inclusion), creation and dissemination (intercultural creations, artistic
co-productions, artist residencies, etc.).

(i.) TRAINING
WORKSHOPS AND MASTER CLASSES
The Performing Arts and Music Laboratory of the Casa de la India offers a series of master classes and
regular workshops throughout the academic year, to introduce professionals and students of dance,
theatre and music to the expressive resources and movement techniques of the Indian performing arts,
through an approach to different performing traditions and languages. At the same time, these workshops
are conceived as a space for experimentation and dialogue with forms of expression such as contemporary
dance, flamenco, acro-yoga, physical and choreographic theatre, modern and urban dance, among others.
In the same way, in the field of music LAB-India offers an approach to diverse musical styles and traditions
of India and a space of encounter with other musical forms.

“MARGAM”. MASTER CLASS IN THE MUSICOLOGY CLASSROOM
18 FEBRUARY. MUSICOLOGY CLASSROOM. FACULTY OF ARTS, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
Master class organised by the Musicology Department of the University of Valladolid “Margam, an artistic
and didactic experience through the traditional repertoire of dance and classical music of South India by
Mónica de la Fuente for students of the Faculty.

DANCE WORKSHOPS FOR CHILDREN
15-16 JULY. TUDELA DE DUERO AND HERRERA DE DUERO TOWN HALL
As part of the summer activities programme of the Town Council of Tudela de Duero and Herrera de
Duero, a series of dance workshops have been organised under the title “Gestural dance of India through
the Ramayana stories “ aimed at children from 4 to 6 years old and from 7 to 12 years old.
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RAVI SHANKAR CENTENARY. SITAR MASTERCLASSES
7 OCTOBER. CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
2 DECEMBER. MIGUEL DELIBES CULTURAL CENTRE, VALLADOLID
These master classes were taught by two distinguished disciples of the most famous sitarist of all time,
Ravi Shankar: Gaurav Mazumdar (October) and Shubhendra Rao (December), sponsored by ICCR.

SAROD DIDACTIC CONCERT
8 OCTOBER CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
By the musician Somjit Dasgupta, with the support of ICCR.

DANCE AND MUSIC MASTERCLASSES
DANCE
FROM 2 TO 7 JULY, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
BHANGRA, Jasvinder Singh
A dance originating in the Punjab region (northern India and Pakistan), a mixture of ancient dances from
the region that was popularised by farmers at the annual festival they celebrated for the arrival of spring
and the harvesting of the crop: bhang (a kind of hemp). It has now spread around the world through
electronic music.
KATHAK, Shreyashree Nag
Kathak means storytelling and is a classical North Indian dance that originated in the sacred Hindu temples
and later reached the courts of the Mughal kings, where it achieved great prestige.
BOLLYWOOD, Suresh Singh
Fusion style dance where movements from folklore, classical, modern dance, jazz fusion, etc. are mixed. Its
name comes from the film industry and has been popular since the 1940s.
BHARATA NATYAM, Monica de la Fuente
One of the classical dances of India, linked to the worship performed by the devadasis or sacred dancers
in the temples as part of the liturgy of the gods. This tradition has been maintained over the years and has
been adapted to different historical and socio-cultural contexts to reach the form we know today.
BOLLYWOOD, Sneha Mistri.
An approach to the movement and choreographic style offered by the musical clips of the country’s bestknown Bollywood films.
KATHAKALI, Mónica de la Fuente
The performing art par excellence of the state of Kerala, in the south of India, in which dance, theatre and
music merge to create a poetic and complete theatrical form.
ODISSI, Fátima Montero
One of the main classical dances of India, from the Orissa region of eastern India.
ODISSI, Patricia Salgado
MOHINYATTAM, Eugenia Carrillo
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Classical dance from Kerala performed with movements called lasya, of great sensuality and beauty.
BHARATA NATYAM, Chandrika Chinoy
BHARATA NATYAM AND CLASSICAL BALLET, Gloria Mandelik
A practical comparative study of two great classical dance traditions: Bharata Natyam and ballet by one of
the world’s leading experts in both dance styles.

MUSIC
FROM 23 TO 30 OF JULY. CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
TABLA, Nantha Kumar
VOCAL , Rajnandini
VEENA, Ignacio Corral

III CONTEMPORARY DANCE FESTIVAL VALLADOLID
Casa de la India collaborated in this Third edition of the Contemporary Dance Festival of Valladolid by
organising the master classes. This year the Festival was dedicated to the relationship between dance and
cinema with masterclasses given by dance professionals who tried to bring both languages closer to the
young audience of the city.
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YOUTH MASTERCLASS. MOWGLI: THE LEGEND OF THE JUNGLE BY ANDY SERKIS
15 FEBRUARY. BAILARTE. CENTRE FOR ART AND DANCE, VALLADOLID
An opportunity to discover the connection with nature and the living beings that inhabit our planet
and to raise awareness about respect for life and nature. Led by dancer and choreographer Mónica
de la Fuente.

MASTERCLASS. THE MAHABHARATA BY PETER BROOK
16 FEBRUARY. CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
The world’s longest epic poem that has been called “the great story of humanity”, a journey through the
great feelings of the human being that, according to Indian tradition, is divided into 9 states of mind. Led
by the dancer and choreographer Mónica de la Fuente.

MASTERCLASS. THE CHANGE OF MICHAEL A. GOORJIAN
16 FEBRUARY. CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
One of the ways to understand the purpose of your life is to return to nature, to find your own nature. By
dancer and choreographer Juan Serradilla.

PRESENTATION OF THE KALASANGAM 2020-21 DANCE CLASSES
WITH ARTISTIC DEMONSTRATIONS
11 SEPTEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID

Presentation of Kalasangam, the regular classes for performing arts of Casa de la India by its teachers.
Musicians Yonder Rodriguez (percussion) and Tatiana Rodriguez (cello) along with dancer Monica de la
Fuente presented several musical pieces with dance interpretation of Indian poetry and stories.

(ii.) ARTISTIC RESIDENCES AND CREATIONS
LAB India is a space for creation and stage research in its praxis. In parallel to the training and research
activities, it develops a line of artistic creation closely linked to the training and collaborative processes.
These intercultural creations, which have been developed through artistic residencies, have been
produced by Casa de la India and in collaboration with other performance spaces in the city and in Spain.
The objective of LAB India of Casa de la India is to consolidate these artistic residencies so that they can
attract creators from India and its diaspora and thus consolidate a platform for artistic encounters and
creation.
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PRAANA” ARTISTIC RESIDENCY
AN INTERCULTURAL AND INTERDISCIPLINARY PROJECT OF CASA DE LA INDIA, MÓNICA DE LA
FUENTE COMPANY AND RESIDUI TEATRO (SPAIN-INDIA-ITALY-FRANCE) IN COLLABORATION WITH
DAKSHA SHETH COMPANY
16-20 JANUARY AT KERALA LITERATURE FESTIVAL, CALICUT, INDIA
FEBRUARY-DECEMBER: ONLINE SESSIONS
Praana is a project conceived as an artistic laboratory, an exploration through different artistic languages,
on breathing as vital energy that tries to make a personal, artistic and social reflection through the
performing arts (dance, theatre, music) on the care and harmony through the vital act of breathing.
This collaborative choreographic project is built on the basis of artistic residencies (on-line and on-site) in
which different techniques and professionals from the performing arts and music come together, with the
aim of creating a travelling show in Europe and Asia.
In addition to a stage creation, it aims to bring this exploration and research to different interest groups
through parallel activities such as workshops, lectures and different artistic and pedagogical interventions.
The first meeting and presentation of the project took place during the “Kerala Literature Festival” 2020,
Calicut, India, from 16 to 20 January 2020 in which the project was presented to the public with a first
artistic intervention by the musicians Germán Díaz (trip sponsored by AC/E Acción Cultural Española) and
Tao Issaro and also attended by the two choreographers: Mónica de la Fuente and Isha Sharvani.
The international artistic team for the realisation of the Praana project, which includes the creation of a
show and a series of parallel training activities, was formed on the return from India. With Mónica de la
Fuente as artistic director of the project and performer and Gregorio Amicuzi of Residui Teatro (ItalySpain) as stage director. Tao Issaro (India) and Germán Díaz (Spain) for the musical composition. The cast
is joined by actors and dancers Viviana Bovino (Italy), Denis Lavie (France) and Diego Garrido (Spain).
Physical theatre as well as contemporary dance, gestural dance theatre and urban dance generate a
commitment to movement and expression where the elements are placed at the service of physical and
emotional actions for the development of unique characters who are presented to us as travellers of the
soul.

DANCE-THEATRE, MUSIC AND VISUAL ART PRODUCTION: “THE MAHABHARATA”.
5 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA
With the aim of creating audiovisual materials for the general public and also for families, a dramatised
work in dance-theatre and music is created in which the epic of the Mahabharata is explored, taking as
a starting point some of its most relevant episodes. This artistic adaptation is based on the texts and
illustrations of Samhita Arni (author of El Mahabharata contado por una niña published by Siruela) and is
part of Casa de la India’s series of Treasures of Indian Literature.
The artistic team is made up of Mónica de la Fuente in the artistic direction, adaptation of the text
and dance interpretation; Yonder Rodríguez in the composition, creation of sound spaces and musical
interpretation accompanied by the cellist Tatiana Rodríguez.
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“FLAMENCOMANIAM” AT THE LAKSHMI NARAYANA GLOBAL MUSIC FESTIVAL
15 JANUARY, CHOWDIAH MEMORIAL HALL, BANGALORE, INDIA
A Spain-India artistic collaboration directed by Dr. L Subramaniam with the Antonio Andrade Flamenco
Company and guest artists. The performance featured Dr. L Subramaniam (violin) and his musical ensemble
led by Ambi Subramaniam (violin) and Bindu Subramaniam (vocals), Antonio Andrade (guitar), Ursula Moreno
(dance) Pablo Oliva (vocals and cajón) and the special collaboration of Monica de la Fuente (dance).

SHOW “EMOCIONES” BY THE ANTONIO ANDRADE COMPANY AND GUEST ARTISTS IN AHMEDABAD
16 JANUARY, TAGORE HALL. AHMEDABAD
The city of Ahmedabad hosts the show “Emociones” by the Antonio Andrade Flamenco Company with the
artistic collaboration of Mónica de la Fuente.

CHOREOGRAPHY AT THE WOMEN ACHIVEMENT AWARDS GALA IN CHENNAI
8 MARCH KAMARAJ ARANGAM AUDITORUM, CHENNAI, INDIA
Choreography of a musical composition by Dr. L Subramaniam performed by Monica de la Fuente at the
Mega Achivement Awards gala on International Women’s Day at the Kamaraj Arangam Auditorium in
Chennai televised by Mega TV Channel, India.

DANCE: BHAKTI. POETRY OF THE BODY.
7 AUGUST, TEATRO ZORRILLA, VALLADOLID
A poetic journey from classical Indian dance to contemporary dance Bhakti or the poetry of the body
is a journey of transformation danced through poetry which, starting from Indian dance, evolves
towards contemporary languages, moving from the sensorial to the emotional. This journey towards
contemporaneity starts from the Bhakti devotional tradition of India, passing through the mystical poetry
of San Juan de la Cruz, until reaching the totemic silence of the poetic texts of José Ángel Valente and the
contemporary expression of Chantal Maillard.

DANCE: BHAKTI. POETRY OF THE BODY AT THE DANCE SINERGY FESTIVAL UK
22-23 AUGUST
Dance Synergy, Danceathon is the online festival that celebrates diversity with the participation of thirty
dance companies from all over the world in 36 non-stop hours organised by Sujata Banerjee Dance
Company of Great Britain.

“RASA Y DUENDE. LORCA,
FLAMENCO AND INDIA”.
15 FEBRUARY. TEATRO MUNICIPAL DE BOECILLO, VALLADOLID
The show “Rasa y Duende, Lorca Flamenco y la
India” is part of the Theatre Circuit of Castilla y
León. Every year the regional government of Castilla
y León together with the provincial government
of Valladolid makes a selection of shows to be
programmed in the theatres of the municipalities of
the community of Castilla y León.
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(iii.) DISSEMINATION: WEBINARS
WEBINAR “THE BUILT AND THE UNBUILT, MOVEMENT AND EXPRESSION IN THEATRE”.
17 JULY. LIVE BROADCAST
A presentation on the contribution of classical Indian performing arts to contemporary Indian theatre. By
Monica de la Fuente and moderated by Supriyo Samajdar (theatre director) at Bibhaban, The Experimental
Theatre Research Company, Kolkata.

WEBINAR “NAVIGATING ARTS THROUGH THE PANDEMIC” ORGANISED BY SOFT POWER, INDIA
28 AUGUST. LIVE BROADCAST
NAMASTE 2020. Global Utsava of Indian Soft Power. Session dedicated to Indian Classical dance in
collaboration with the ICCR Indian Council for Cultural Relations. With the participation of Mónica de la
Fuente.

WEBINAR “A SPANISH OUTSIDER INSIDER PERSPECTIVE: MÓNICA, GUILLERMO AND INDIA”.
22 APRIL LIVE WEBCAST
The Embassy of India in Madrid organises a regular series of webinars on topics of interest on India.
A conversation on India with Jeeva Maria Joy (Embassy of India), Monica de la Fuente (specialist in Indian
performing arts) and Guillermo Rodriguez (Director of Casa de la India).

2.4.6. ONLINE PUBLICATION OF MUSIC AND DANCE VIDEOS PRODUCED BY
CASA DE LA INDIA
OM RAVI SHANKAR. TRIBUTE TO RAVI SHANKAR
FROM 6 TO 10 APRIL
Videos by Gaurav Mazumdar, Shubendra Rao, Luis Delgado, the Subramaniam family (L. Subramaniam,
Ambi and Bindu), Vidya Shah and Rupak Kulkarni.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE MEMORIAL. TAGORE’S POETRY SUNG BY AMANCIO PRADA
7 MAY
Amancio Prada’s performance of “Permite, Padre” in a video of images related to Rabindranath Tagore.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE MEMORIAL.
RABINDRASANGEET CONCERT BY BAISHALI SARKAR.
7 MAY
Performance by Baishali Sarkar broadcast on the YouTube channel of Casa de la India.

THE MAHABHARATA. AUDIO-VISUAL ADAPTATION WITH DANCE AND MUSIC
5 JUNE
Adaptation of the Mahabharata by dancer and choreographer Mónica de la Fuente and musicians Yonder
Rodríguez and Tatiana Rodríguez

DANCE MASTER CLASSES
2 JUNE BHANGRA, Jasvinder Singh
4 JUNE KATHAK, Shreyashree Nag
9 JUNE BOLLYWOOD, Suresh Singh
11 JUNE BHARATA NATYAM, Mónica de la Fuente
16 JUNE BOLLYWOOD, Sneha Mistri
18 JUNE KATHAKALI, Mónica de la Fuente
23 JUNE ODISSI, Fátima Montero
25 JUNE ODISSI, Patricia Salgado
30 JUNE MOHINYATTAM, Eugenia Carrillo
2 JULY BHARATA NATYAM, Chandrika Chinoy
7 JULY BHARATA NATYAM AND CLASSICAL BALLET, Gloria Mandelik

MUSIC MASTERCLASSES
23RD JULY TABLA, Nantha Kumar
28 JULY VOCAL , Rajnandini
30 JULY VEENA, Ignacio Corral
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2.5. LITERATURE
2.5.1. PARTICIPATION IN LITERATURE FESTIVALS IN INDIA
SPAIN AS GUEST COUNTRY AT THE KERALA LITERATURE FESTIVAL.
TRIBUTE TO MIGUEL DELIBES
FROM 16 TO 19 JANUARY, KOZHIKODE

The Kerala Literature Festival opened on 16 January on the beaches of Kozhikode, Kerala, with Spain as the
guest country thanks to the coordination of Casa de la India and the collaboration of the Junta de Castilla
y León, AC/E Acción Cultural Española, Valladolid City Council, Fundación Miguel Delibes and Air India. The
Kerala Literature Festival, one of the largest in India, featured sessions that included round tables, debates,
interviews, shows and cultural performances. Four hundred and fifty speakers participated in this year’s
event, which reached an attendance of two hundred thousand. In addition to the Indian authorities, the
opening ceremony was attended by José Ramón González, Director General of Cultural Policies of the Junta
de Castilla y León, Óscar Pujol, Director of the Instituto Cervantes in Delhi, and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director
of the Casa de la India, and Fernando Zamácola, Director of the Miguel Delibes Foundation. The director of
the Kerala Literature Festival K. Satchidanandan made a special mention of the tribute to Spanish writer
Miguel Delibes in commemoration of his birth centenary.
The Spanish delegation was composed of writers Alejandro Cuevas, Ana Isabel Conejo, Rubén Abella and
Verónica Aranda, musician Germán Díaz, dancer Mónica de la Fuente and the Antonio Andrade Flamenco
Company, as well as the Director of Cultural Policies of the Junta de Castilla y León José Ramón González,
the director of the Culture and Tourism Department of Valladolid City Council Juan Manuel Guimeráns, the
director of Casa de la India Guillermo Rodríguez, the director of the Cervantes Institute in Delhi Óscar Pujol
and the director of the Miguel Delibes Foundation Fernando Zamácola.
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The sessions in which the Spanish delegation took part were as follows:
• “New voices in Spanish literature: Castilla y León”, by Ruben Abella, Alejandro Cuevas, Ana Isabel
Conejo and Verónica Aranda.
• Modern versions of Don Quixote”, by Guillermo Rodriguez, Oscar Pujol and Subhro Bandopadhyay.
• Europe and India: linguistic and civilisational relations”, by C. Rajendran in conversation with Oscar
Pujol.
• Miguel Delibes and the Spanish novel”, by Fernando Zamácola, José Ramón González and Subhro
Bandhopadhyay.
• Cultural strategy in the promotion of literature and the promotion of translations”, by Ramón González,
Juan Manuel Guimeráns, Oscar Pujol, Verónica Aranda and E V Ramakrishnan.
• A K Ramanujan: A Poet’s Diary” by Krishna Ramanujan, Guillermo Rodriguez and Chandan Gowda.
The festival also featured a flamenco concert by the Antonio Andrade Flamenco Company and a traditional
music concert by Germán Díaz accompanied by percussionist Tao Issaro.
In collaboration with Acción Cultural Española, the Junta de Castilla y León and Valladolid City Council.

EVENTS TO COMMEMORATE THE CENTENARY OF MIGUEL DELIBES IN INDIA
18 JANUARY, KERALA LITERATURE FESTIVAL, KOZHIKODE
20 JANUARY, CERVANTES INSTITUTE, DELHI
21 JANUARY, DELHI UNIVERSITY, DELHI
The Spanish delegation travelled to Delhi to take part in a round table at Delhi University on Miguel Delibes
and events at the Instituto Cervantes in Delhi, with an event to promote Castilla y León and its attractions
as a destination for learning Spanish as a foreign language, and a special tribute to Miguel Delibes for
his centenary with a round table on his life and work with the participation of Elisa Delibes, daughter of
Miguel Delibes, Fernando Zamácola, director of the Miguel Delibes Foundation, and José Ramón González,
director of Cultural Policies of the Junta de Castilla y León, followed by a musical recital by the musician
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Germán Díaz. Within the framework of these events, the general director of the ICCR, Akhilesh Mishra,
received José Ramón González, director of Cultural Policies of the Junta de Castilla y León, and Guillermo
Rodríguez, director of the Casa de la India, at the ICCR headquarters.

PARTICIPATION IN THE JAIPUR
LITERATURE FESTIVAL
24 JANUARY, JAIPUR, INDIA
The director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez and
Krishna Ramanujan, co-editors of the book Journeys.
A Poet`s Diary (A.K. Ramanujan), participated in the
Jaipur Literature Festival in a session moderated by
poet Ranjit Hoskote dedicated to A.K. Ramanujan,
noted poet, translator, folklorist, and essayist.

2.5.2. BOOK PRESENTATIONS
JOURNEYS: A POET’S DIARY (A.K. RAMANUJAN)
19 JANUARY, BANGALORE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE, DELHI, INDIA
21 JANUARY, ALGEBRA THE ARTS & IDEAS CLUB, GURGAON, INDIA
4TH JULY. BRAVE NEW WORLD SERIES OF THE JAIPUR LITERATURE FESTIVAL (ONLINE)
25 JULY, GLASSHOUSE FESTIVAL, BANGALORE (ONLINE)
Presentation of the book Journeys. A Poet`s Diary published by
Penguin Random House and co-edited by Krishna Ramanujan and
Guillermo Rodriguez. The book contains excerpts from diaries and
unpublished poems by the celebrated poet, translator, folklorist,
and essayist A.K. Ramanujan.

THE MAHABHARATA
28 MAY. YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
Presentation of the complete Spanish edition of The Mahabharata (Editorial
Hastinapura), by Gustavo Canzobre, Argentinian Indologist specialising in
classical Indian art and philosophy, who spoke to us not only about the edition,
but also about the relevance of the sacred stories in popular Indian culture.

SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL SELVES IN INDIA
19 NOVEMBER. ZOOM AND YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
With the participation of the book’s editors Alejandra Moreno (University
of Oviedo) and Carmen Escobedo (University of Oviedo), and collaborators
Antonio Ballesteros (UNED) and Jorge Diego (University of Salamanca). This
volume offers a series of images of contemporary India. The twelve chapters
include different perspectives on the relationship between the corporeal and
the spiritual, highlighting the union of both the soul and the body, which has
been present since the beginning of Indian civilisation.

INDIAN SUN: THE LIFE AND MUSIC OF RAVI SHANKAR
4 DECEMBER, FERNÁN GÓMEZ CENTRO CULTURAL DE LA VILLA, MADRID
4 DECEMBER, “AULA DE CULTURA” SESSION OF “EL NORTE DE CASTILLA” NEWSPAPER. LIVE BROADCAST
By its author Oliver Craske and the director of Casa de la India, Guillermo
Rodríguez, introduced by Ignacio Marín, artistic director of the Fernán Gómez
Centro Cultural de la Villa.

Indian Sun is the biography of the famous sitarist Ravi Shankar published on
the centenary of his birth: the first complete portrait of the man and the artist
throughout his extraordinary ninety-two years.
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2.5.3. LITERARY COMPETITIONS AND PUBLICATIONS
MAHATMA GANDHI SPEECH COMPETITION: AWARD CEREMONY IN MADRID
5 FEBRUARY, EMBASSY OF INDIA, MADRID
The Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India in collaboration with Air India and DIVA India organised
the Mahatma Gandhi Speech Contest for young people under 25 years of age to commemorate the 150th
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (1869-1948). The aim was on the one hand to promote oratory skills
among young people and on the other hand to disseminate Mahatma Gandhi’s values of peace and nonviolence, tolerance, love and humility.
After evaluating the speeches submitted from different parts of Spain, the jury decided to award the
following prizes:

“MAHATMA” CATEGORY (between 18 and 25 years old).
First Prize
Ana Marta Rodríguez Regueras (Madrid)
Second Prize
Patrizia Blek (Madrid)
Third Prize
Laura Cocho Parada (Valladolid)
“GANDHI” CATEGORY (under 18 years old)
First Prize
Lucía Espeso de la Plaza (Valladolid)
Second Prize
Alejandra Sevilla López (Madrid)
Third Prize
María Pastor Molina (La Nucía, Alicante)
Special mention to the school with the highest participation,
Jesús y María School (Valladolid), awarded to teacher Maria Felicidad Sanzo Rivero.
The Ambassador of India in Spain, Sanjay Verma, presented the prizes to the winners.

RAVI SHANKAR SHORT STORY COMPETITION
APRIL, CASA DE LA INDIA’S SOCIAL NETWORKS
On the occasion of the centenary of the birth of Ravi Shankar (1920-2012), Casa de la India organised the
“Ravi Shankar Micro-story Competition”. The texts, with a maximum length of 100 words, had to be about
Ravi Shankar or Indian music. The jury, formed by Verónica Aranda, poet; Raquel Jiménez, professor at the
University of Valladolid, Department of History and Sciences of Music; Javier Albillo, writer; Mónica de la
Fuente, dancer and choreographer; Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India; and David Rodríguez,
Programming Casa de la India, as secretary, awarded the following prizes:

First prize: Sostenida by David Rubio González (Madrid).
Second prize: Encuentros by José David López Gambero (Fuengirola, Málaga).
Third prize: Volverá by Iván Luis Mercadillo (Madrid).

PUBLICATION OF WEB ARTICLES
HOLI FESTIVAL
Deepti Prakash

100 YEARS OF RAVI SHANKAR
Casa de la India

SITAR
Enrique Cámara, University of Valladolid
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RAVI SHANKAR AND CINEMA
Casa de la India

MAHAVIR JAYANTI.
Neer Rahul Shah, Erasmus student Ka+107, University of Valladolid

VICENTE ESCUDERO AND UDAY SHANKAR: MEETING OF TWO DANCE PIONEERS
Guillermo Rodríguez

YOGA IN TIMES OF CRISIS.
Sangeeta Thapliyal

BIRTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FILM DIRECTOR
SATYAJIT RAY
Casa de la India

2.6. OTHER CELEBRATIONS AND
SPECIAL EVENTS
2.6.1. RABINDRANATH TAGORE
MEMORIAL
READING OF TAGORE’S POEMS BY SPANISH
POETS
7 MAY. YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
Spanish poets shared with Casa de la India’s
followers a reading of their favourite poem by
Rabindranath Tagore on the occasion of the 159th
anniversary of his birth.
Videos by Carlos Aganzo, Nuria Barrios, Fermín
Herrero, Menchu Gutiérrez, Verónica Aranda, José
María Muñoz Quirós and Aurora Luque.
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TAGORE’S POEM SUNG BY AMANCIO PRADA
7 MAY. YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
Amancio Prada’s interpretation of the poem “Permite, Padre” in a video of images related to Rabindranath
Tagore.

RABINDRASANGEET CONCERT BY BAISHALI SARKAR.
7 MAY. YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
Performance by Baishali Sarkar.

2.6.2. DAY AND NIGHT OF THE MUSEUMS

18 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA AND YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
Valladolid once again celebrated “International Museum Day”, this year with numerous online activities.
The special 2020 proposal revolved under the theme “Museums for Equality: Diversity and Inclusion”.
The Department of Culture and Tourism of Valladolid City Council wanted to extend the celebration to the
streets in a symbolic way and invited the museums to be present for a few hours by broadcasting recorded
music from their spaces, playing in the adjacent streets and squares. Casa de la India joined this initiative
and entertained the passers-by in two sessions of an hour and a half with the album “In Hollywood, 1971”
by Ravi Shankar, the music legend who celebrated his centenary in 2020.
Our organisation also wanted to offer a video presentation on Casa de la India by its director, Guillermo
Rodríguez, produced by the journalist Gabor Mark Ladiszlai (Discover Valladolid). In the video, the objectives
of Casa de la India are explained, as well as its activities, the connection with the city of Valladolid, offering
a tour of the different spaces of the cultural centre.
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3. EDUCATION
The year 2020 has been marked by the COVID-19 pandemic declared by the World Health Organisation. For
this reason, new situations and scenarios have arisen with the consequent need to adapt the environments,
activities, means of dissemination, etc., of tour cultural and educational programming in order to comply
with the health measures in force at any given time. In order to continue offering educational, cultural and
artistic programmes and activities on India, Casa de la India intensified the use of technological resources
through its zoom and YouTube channels and the creation of new audiovisual content with the aim of
reaching out to new audiences.
In the area of education, Casa de la India, has been promoting the different educational, artistic and
dissemination programmes and activities on India for school groups and other target audiences.
In this way, Casa de la India, in its aim to promote knowledge of the diversity and multiculturalism of India in
Spain in all its diversity and complexity, taking into account both the traditional and historical facets as well
as the multiple contemporary dimensions, has regularly developed educational and academic activities,
in collaboration with different institutions, which include literature, performing arts, music, culture and
society in different historical periods, spirituality and religions, economics and trade, and politics and
international relations in contemporary times. These contents have been offered not only in face-to-face
and online activities for the general public, but also through educational programmes designed for specific
educational sectors: university, secondary and primary school students.

3.1. COURSES
3.1.1. ONLINE HINDI COURSES OFFERED BY THE GENERAL FOUNDATION OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
Hindi courses have been developed from the online platform of the FUNGE Language Centre of the
University of Valladolid aimed at university students and the general public interested in learning one of
the most widely spoken languages in the world and broadening their knowledge of Indian culture.
The following levels of Hindi language were offered in the 2019-2020 academic year, taught by Deepti
Golani and attended by 23 students.

• Beginner Level
From 4 June to 27 August 2020 (30 h)
• Level I
From 19 October, 2020 to 24 March 2021(80 hrs)

3.1.2. KALASANGAM:
PERMANENT SEMINAR
IN PERFORMING ARTS
Casa de la India’s Kalasangam Permanent Seminar in Performing Arts offered
training courses in Indian dance, theatre
and music for professionals, students
and lovers of India. Students of the course were eligible for regular face-to-face
classes in classical BharataNatyam dance for several competency levels and covering both methodology and traditional
classical compositions as well as choreographic creation through the incorporation of creative and contemporary
languages. Specific classes in gestural
expression technique (Abhinaya) were
also offered. In this new Kalasangam
course, classes were also started for
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children from the age of 5 years with the intention of starting a regular school from an early age. Casa de
la India started to offer the children of the Cultural Association of India in Castilla y León a special rate for
the dance courses, and this boosted the participation of new students.
The classes were organised in very small groups and by levels (minimum 2 and maximum 3 students per
group) with a great flexibility of timetables and individualised learning. This more individualised way of
learning has allowed us to approach the model of traditional knowledge transmission called “Guru-shishya-parampara”.

REGULAR COURSES
The Kalasangam Permanent Performing Arts Seminar, taught by Bharata Natyam exponent and Indian
classical dance specialist Monica de la Fuente, offered the following courses:
• BharataNatyam Classical Dance Course (Initial Level I) aimed at new students.
From October 2019 to June 2020.
From October 2020 to June 2021.
• Classical Bharata Natyam dance course (Level II. Traditional repertoire) for students who have
completed at least one full BharataNatyam dance course.
From October 2019 to June 2020.
From October 2020 to June 2021.
• Indian dance course Choreographic work based on Indian classical and contemporary dance for young
people.
October 2019 to June 2020.
From October 2020 to June 2021.
• Indian dance course for children from age 5,
October 2019 to June 2020.
October 2020 to June 2021.

PRESENTATION OF THE KALASANGAM COURSE 2020-21 WITH ARTISTIC DEMONSTRATION.
11 SEPTEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
Presentation of the permanent seminar of Kalasangam performing arts of Casa de la India by its teacher
Monica de la Fuente. This presentation also included the participation of the musicians Yonder Rodríguez
(percussion) and Tatiana Rodríguez (cello) who together with the dancer Mónica de la Fuente presented
several musical pieces with the dance interpretation of Indian poetry and stories.

3.1.3. YOGA CLASSES

16 JANUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
13 FEBRUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
Led by Professor Manoj Kumar (Embassy of India).
Relaxation, meditation, yogic theory, breathing techniques, a complete training for mind, body and soul.
In collaboration with ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and Embassy of India.
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3.2. LECTURES, ACADEMIC CONFERENCES
AND ROUND TABLES
3.2.1. LECTURES AND ROUND TABLES HOSTED BY CASA DE LA INDIA
ROUND TABLE “RAVI SHANKAR AND THE
INFLUENCE OF MUSIC IN THE WORLD”.
7 APRIL, ZOOM AND YOUTUBE LIVE, CASA DE LA INDIA
The Embassy of India in Madrid and Casa de la India
organised the online roundtable “Ravi Shankar
and the Influence of Indian Music in the World” as
a tribute to Ravi Shankar on the day of his birth
centenary.
The session featured Gaurav Mazumdar, sitarist and
disciple of Ravi Shankar, Enrique Cámara, professor of Ethnomusicology, University of Valladolid, Blanca
de la Torre, curator of the Ravi Shankar centenary exhibition in Spain, and Guillermo Rodríguez, director
of Casa de la India, who acted as moderator.

TREASURES OF INDIAN LITERATURE” SERIES
FROM 5 TO 26 JUNE, YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
In the month of June Casa de la India dedicated an online programme to Indian literature through the
following conferences and audiovisual productions:

THE MAHABHARATA DRAMATISED ADAPTATION WITH MUSIC AND DANCE.
5 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Casa de la India presented this dramatised
adaptation with music and dance of the great Indian
epic, aimed at all audiences, based on texts and
illustrations from The Mahabharata as told by a girl
by Samhita Arni (Editorial Siruela) with adaptation,
staging, choreography and interpretation by Mónica
de la Fuente, musical creation and interpretation of
different instruments by Yonder Rodríguez, and
cello music by Tatiana Rodríguez. The Mahabharata
is one of the great literary works of humanity, a
story where all the emotions, situations and conflicts of the human being are manifested, as well as all its
teachings and wisdoms.

LACTURE “BHAKTI LITERATURE”.
JUNE 12, YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The poet, writer, anthropologist and translator Jesús Aguado gave a lecture on the
Bhakti devotional tradition that emerged in South India in the 6th century as a form
of reaction to the strongly institutionalised religion of the Brahmins, who practised
yoga and therefore control of the senses and the body, as well theology and Sanskrit,
as vehicles for relating to the divine. Jesús Aguado referred to the need that arose in
the south of India among members of the lower devotional castes to claim the right to
relate to the divine and how they chose different paths to do so, centred on feeling,
emotion and also on the claim of the body as a way to relate to the divine.
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LECTURE “BHAGAVAD GITA”.
19 JUNE, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Juan Arnau, a profound connoisseur of Eastern
wisdoms, astrophysicist, philosopher and
essayist, gave a lecture on the Bhagavad Gita:
the song of the blessed one, one of the most
important works of Hindu wisdom. In its pages
countless generations of men and women have
found refuge and counsel. Since its discovery
by the West, it has become one of the most
important works of world literature. Humboldt,
Tolstoy, Huxley, Gandhi, Emerson and Thoreau,
among others, have already expressed their admiration and enthusiasm for this philosophical poem,
composed in India from around the 2nd century BC.

“RAMAYANA” EXCERPTS FROM THE RAMAYANA IN SHADOW THEATRE
26 JUNE, YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
Broadcasting of the audio-visual with excerpts
from “Sundara Khandam”, based on the
Ramayana and performed by the Chidambaram
Rao Arts Group of Dhamavaaram of Andhra
Pradesh, in a recording made during the
Ramayana Festival in March 2009 and produced
by Adishakti Theatre Arts, Pondicherry, India.
The broadcast featured an introduction and
commentary by Monica de la Fuente.
The Ramayana along with the Mahabharata are
the two great epics of India. In India, a country of
great cultural, artistic, ritual and spiritual richness, these two great masterpieces of world literature are
more than mere texts. The stories of these texts are part of the daily life of its people, who know their epic
characters in detail, recreated over the centuries in hundreds of forms of expression that make up the
cultural and artistic legacy of the country.

LECTURE: “THE THREE JEWELS” BY
AGUSTIN PANIKER
20 AUGUST, YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE
LA INDIA
Agustín Pániker, writer and editor specialising in
Indian culture, offered us a didactic introduction
to the world of Buddhism to bring us closer to
the three great axes or “jewels” of Buddhism:
the figure of the Awakened One (the Buddha),
his teaching (Dharma) and the community of
followers (Samgha).

LAUNCH OF “SPAIN-INDIA ENCOUNTERS”
ONLINE SESSIONS
29 SEPTEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Casa de la India launched a new online
initiative: a series of Spain-India Encounters,
online conversations where some of the most
celebrated personalities from both countries
discuss Spain-India relations. These sessions
are organised together with the Embassy
of India and with the collaboration of the
Indian Council for Cultural Relations, Instituto
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Cervantes, Casa Asia and Fundación Consejo España-India.The first session was dedicated to “SpainIndia Cultural Management” and counted with the presence of the Ambassador of India to Spain,
Sanjay Verma, in the welcome reception, and the participation of Dinesh K. Patnaik, Director General
of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (N. Delhi); Oscar Pujol, Director of the Cervantes Institute
of New Delhi; Javier Parrondo, Director General of Casa Asia (Barcelona); Guillermo Rodríguez,
Director of Casa de la India (Valladolid); and Sanjoy Roy, Managing Director of Teamwork Arts (N.
Delhi), who also acted as moderator.

WEBINAR: “MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS AT THE INDIAN MUSIC EXPERIENCE”.
26 NOVEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
By Manasi Prasad, Director of the Indian Music
Experience Museum, Bangalore. Manasi Prasad
gave an introduction to the Indian Music
Experience and its work as India’s first and only
music museum. He also spoke about the science
of musical instruments, the stories behind some
of the musical instruments and their evolution,
as well as the stars of Indian music and some of
the instruments of these famous performers that
are exhibited in their collection.

LECTURE SERIES: “MUSICAL TREASURES OF INDIA”.
FROM 4 TO 18 NOVEMBER, YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
On the occasion of the exhibition “Musical Treasures of India: A Display of Instruments from the Radhika
Mohan Maitra Collection(17th - 20th Century)”, a series of lectures were given by various specialists.
The lectures were broadcast from the exhibition hall of Casa de la India, where the various instruments in
the exhibition were on display.

“SOUND VIBRATION AND HUMAN CREATIVITY IN THE MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS OF INDIA.”
4 NOVEMBER, YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA
By Enrique Cámara, Doctor in Ethnomusicology and professor at the University of Valladolid.

“THE PRESENCE OF INDIAN MUSIC IN THE WEST IN THE 20TH CENTURY .”
18 NOVEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
By Luis Delgado, musician and director of the Museo de la Música (Urueña).

INDIAN CUISINE I-V
(INDIAN CUISINE RECIPES)
FROM 1 TO 29 MAY
Selection of recipes from what are considered to be
the best chefs in India. Recipes for samosa, chicken
curry, tandoori roti, mango lashi, ghee, Gulab Jamum
and many more, by chefs Sanjeev Kapoor, Ranveer
Brar, Tarla Dalal and Anjum Anand.
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3.2.2. ONLINE LECTURES, ROUNDTABLES AND SEMINARS HOSTED BY OTHER
INSTITUTIONS
INTERNATIONAL WEBINAR ON GANDHI’S LEGACY
30 SEPTEMBER, GUJARAT VIDYAPITH UNIVERSITY
Organised by the Gujarat Vidyapith University on the occasion of the 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi and the centenary celebration of the Gujarat Vidyapith University. Guillermo Rodriguez, director of
Casa de la India, participated in the presentations.

RAVI SHANKAR. EAST MEETS WEST
7 OCTOBER, CASA ASIA
On the occasion of the centenary of the legendary musician Ravi Shankar, Casa Asia in collaboration
with Casa de la India organised this session with the participation of Oliver Craske, writer and editor from
London and author of Indian Sun: The Life and Music of Ravi Shankar, the last biography of the Indian
master, published by Faber & Faber, and Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India. Both maintained
close ties with the great sitar master over the last two decades. In the talk they spoke about Ravi Shankar’s
life, his work as a musician and his legacy.

CONFERENCE AT AR&PA: IBERIAN BIENNIAL OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
27 NOVEMBER, ATAPUERCA VIRTUAL ROOM OF AR&PA 2.0
Among the educational activities programmed live in the online version of AR&PA, on 27 November in the
Atapuerca virtual room, Casa de la India held the online presentation “The tangible and intangible artistic
heritage of India: music and dance”. The session included presentations by Enrique Cámara, professor
and doctor in Ethnomusicology at the University of Valladolid, Somjit Dasgupta, collector and restorer of
instruments and curator of the exhibition, Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India, Mónica de la
Fuente, dancer and artistic director of LAB India at Casa de la India, and Yonder Rodríguez, musician and
percussionist, who introduced the public to the exhibition “Musical Treasures of India” and to the tangible
and intangible artistic heritage of India through the ancient traditions of music and dance.

“AULA DE CULTURA” SESSION OF “EL NORTE DE CASTILLA”
NEWSPAPER WITH OLIVER CRASKE, BIOGRAPHER OF RAVI SHANKAR
4 DECEMBER, HOSTED BY “EL NORTE DE CASTILLA” NEWSPAPER.
The writer Oliver Craske, together with Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India, participated in
the virtual session of the Aula de Cultura that could be followed on the website of this newspaper. Oliver
Craske interacted online with journalists Fernando Conde and Carlos Aganzo. From a set hosted by the
Fernán Gómez Cultural Centre in Madrid, which was holding the exhibition “Indian Odyssey: the universe
of Ravi Shankar. The Beatles in India”. Oliver Craske and Guillermo Rodríguez revealed aspects of Ravi
Shankar’s life, his influence on the Beatles and especially on George Harrison, his beginnings as a dancer
in his elder brother’s dance company, his vital determination to make traditional Indian music and its main
instruments known, the tanpura and the sitar, his later relationships with other musicians, and the mutual
admiration that Paco de Lucía and the Benares-born master professed for each other.
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3.3. ESCUELA DE LA INDIA (INDIA SCHOOL) PROGRAMMES
Escuela de la India, organised by Casa de la India, is an educational programme that promotes intercultural
dialogue and a space for encounter, based on the principle of equal opportunities and inclusion. It is
inspired by the theory and practice of holistic education proposed by Rabindranath Tagore, an ardent
advocate of dialogue between cultures and peoples. Tagore strove for greater rapprochement between
Western civilisations and India, believing that East and West could understand each other.
Escuela de la India: open and intercultural
We believe that the diversity of our communities can be a school in itself to move towards a more open
and plural society.
Our school, through the different activities it proposes, wants to be a place of learning, exchange,
relationship, communication and encounter with diverse realities. The idea of openness applied to our
activities is understood as the disposition of a positive attitude towards other ideas and cultures, different
ways of being and doing, in short, the acceptance of change to promote innovation for peace, creativity
and interculturality.
Escuela de la India: curiosity and experimentation
The methodology we use, “learning by experimenting”, allows participants to come into contact with the
realities of India, favouring an encounter between people, a deeper understanding of Indian culture and
society from the perspective of diversity, a space for exploration and the practice of this knowledge and
values in an atmosphere of respect and freedom. We propose a direct involvement of the participants,
and we introduce them to the daily life of India, the gastronomy and the diverse festivals, the dances and
songs, the different religions and cultures, the customs and traditions, etc.
Escuela de la India: art as an inclusive tool
In our activities we include artistic education such as music, dance, painting, literature, etc., to promote the
management of the mind and emotions, to encourage free and creative expression and to acquire a set of
socio-emotional skills for coexistence. We establish connections by taking art as a universal language for
all cultures.
With this Tagorean educational philosophy, Escuela de la India has offered an intense programme of
activities as a meeting point between cultures, where participants have been able to express themselves
through different artistic, social and cultural manifestations, establishing a dialogue with India and with
Tagore as a resource for learning, teaching and intercultural dialogue.
Escuela de la India is committed to an educational project aimed at different groups, educational centres,
town councils, associations, etc., with the direct involvement of teachers and with the aim of designing
and executing specific collaborative projects adapted to the specific needs of eacheducational centre
and target group. The educational offer consists of cultural weeks, intercultural days, educational fairs,
seminars, meetings, workshops, concerts and educational shows, special celebrations and intercultural
evenings dedicated to India. The activities proposed to schools are therefore flexible and open to adapt
to different contexts, modalities, spaces and groups. These activities are carried out in the centres that
request them, as well as at the Casa de la India headquarters in Valladolid.
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Strategic COVID-19 Plan from March to December 2020
The global situation due to the COVID-19 pandemic led to the adoption of various measures to contain the
virus and protect health. For this reason, activities and venues were adapted in compliance with hygienic
measures to ensure the safety and health of the people who were to participate in them.
In order to guarantee the service of educational, cultural and artistic programmes and activities on India,
the Escuela de la India team proposed to use the digital platforms of Casa de la India for the creation of
new audiovisual content. The “Tagore Virtual Classroom” project, designed for online training, served as
an information point and working tool for the dissemination of activities and content on India, as well as a
virtual meeting point and a resource for intercultural dialogue. The platform is named after Rabindranath
Tagore, an ardent advocate of dialogue between cultures and peoples, where creativity is combined with
knowledge and where participants or visitors can co-create, share and interact.
It is essential to highlight that the offer of educational and cultural activities in virtual education, i.e.
education supported by digital learning, does not substantially alter our objective of bringing the student
or participant closer to the culture of India through a direct experience in Casa de la India or with a person
or specialist in India, in order to enjoy an intercultural experience and exchange, and to acquire knowledge
to understand other societies and environments, based on constructive participation and the knowledge
of diversity.
Escuela de la India India has carried this year out six intercultural sessions, seven didactic shows, thirtynine workshops, two educational fairs, two special celebrations, two educational innovation projects, nine
guided visits to the exhibitions of the Casa de la India. Approximately 1,433 students and more than 113
teachers have participated in the various face-to-face activities with an excellent response. The activities
carried out by Escuela de la india during the year 2020 are divided into the following sections:

3.3.1. INTERCULTURAL SESSIONS
Escuela de la India’s intercultural sessions cover diverse topics on traditional and contemporary India to
help understand the many cultural and religious aspects of this huge country where different cultures,
ethnicities and religions coexist. Artistic demonstrations, which are also part of the activities, introduce
students to the aesthetic traditions of India, as well as aspects of culture, thought and history, which are
fundamental to understanding, practising and tasting the arts of India.
In these introductory sessions to Indian culture, a series of workshops and cultural, artistic and daily
demonstrations of India were offered from an intercultural perspective. These sessions are a synthesis
of the activities that take place during the cultural week, dedicated to certain themes of special interest:
• Performing Arts in India.
• Customs and ways of life in India.
• The great religions of the world to promote tolerance.
• Introduction to Indian music.
• Natural medicine: Ayurveda.
• Relaxation exercises and asanas.
• Indian visual arts, literature and traditional arts.
• Traditional Indian games.
• Music and musical instruments.
- •Cooperation and training.
The Intercultural Sessions of India have been held throughout the year 2020 with the following centres
and entities:
• Iñigo de Toro School, 14 January.
• “Río de libros” reading club of the Valladolid Public Library, 29 January.
• Ramón y Cajal Secondary School, 30 January.
• A mor de Dios School, 4 February.
• Adult education centre. Paulo Freire popular culture club, 5 February.
• Ribera de Cega High School, 3 March.
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3.3.2. INTERCULTURAL DIDACTIC PERFORMANCES
The live presentation and performance of Indian music, dance and theatre gave the participating groups
the opportunity to get closer to a diverse and enriching culture. The aim of these didactic shows is the
promotion and dissemination of the performing arts and music as a way of showing and transmitting the
cultural realities and traditions of India. The participating schools were:
• Nuestra Señora de la Consolación School, 19 January.
• Marina Escobar School, 31 January.
• Amor de Dios School, 4 February.
• Adult Education Centre. Círculo de cultura popular Paulo Freire, 5 February.
• Francisco Pino School, 11 March.
• University of Valladolid, Faculty of Education and Social Work, 28 October.
• Fundación Secretariado Gitano, 3 November.

3.3.3. WORKSHOP FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
24 OCTOBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID.

In the framework of the exhibition “Musical Treasures of India”, a workshop for children and families was
held under the title “Sounds familiar”. Children and adults could approach Indian culture through dance
and music in a creative way. The workshop was led by dancer Monica de la Fuente, percussionist Yonder
Rodriguez and cellist Tatiana Rodriguez. .

3.3.4. CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS
CELEBRATION OF THE “SCHOOL DAY FOR PEACE AND NON-VIOLENCE”.
INTERCULTURAL EDUCATIONAL DAY ON THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAHATMA GANDHI AT THE
MARINA ESCOBAR SCHOOL
31 JANUARY, MARINA ESCOBAR SCHOOL, VALLADOLID
On the occasion of the celebration of the 150th anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and with the slogan
“Youth for peace: be the change you want to see in the world”, the team from Escuela de la India went
to the Marina Escobar Infant, Primary and Secondary School in Valladolid to celebrate an educational

65

day that allowed the students to get to know the culture and society of India and learn about Mahatma
Gandhi through different workshops that were organised in the different areas of the centre, which were
converted into places of experimentation and learning. The aim was to raise awareness and educate for
tolerance, solidarity, harmony, respect, non-violence and peace, to ensure that schools are instruments of
peace and understanding between people of different backgrounds, races, cultures and religions. In short,
to contribute to a critical and creative education that cultivates solidarity, truth, freedom and recognition
of diversity.
Approximately 550 students and 45 teachers participated in this educational day, and the following
activities were carried out:
• Educational exhibition on the life of Mahatma Gandhi “Gandhi for young students”
An exhibition, interactive and dialogue space to host the life and work of Mahatma Gandhi titled “My
life is my message”. This exhibition was made dynamic by means of books, didactic materials, panels,
videos, discussion groups, etc. The space was curated by Mercedes de la Fuente.
• “Gandhi Passport”
As a welcoming activity for the day, the School of India team gave each class leader a “Gandhi Passport”
document with the aim of presenting it in the different workshops on behalf of their classmates. The
aim of this document was to unite all the workshops under a common thread, to offer a final message of
coexistence and to motivate the pupils to behave respectfully towards their classmates and teachers.
The various reflections that were jointly produced were some of the teachings that Gandhi proclaimed.
• Workshop “Discovering India”
This space or workshop provided content to approach the society, history, geography and culture of
India. It also provided skills to develop and use this knowledge and attitudes as tools to shape Indian
culture and society.
It also aimed to develop skills such as the ability to communicate in a constructive way in different
social and cultural environments, showing tolerance and trying to understand different points of view,
developing the capacity for empathy. The workshop was facilitated by María Rodríguez Vidal.
• Workshop “India from the inside”
Students were able to approach the daily life of Indian society through a direct experience with Laya
Xavier, a member of the Indian community of Castilla y León, being able to explain those curiosities,
doubts and other questions that arose throughout the day.
In this space we enjoyed an intercultural experience and exchange, acquiring knowledge that allowed
us to understand and analyse the behaviour and uses of other societies and environments, based on
constructive participation and knowledge of diversity.
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• Yoga workshop by Manoj Kumar, yoga teacher at the Embassy of India
The students had the opportunity to practice and learn about yoga, an ancient practice born in India and
recognised for its holistic health benefits, in their classrooms. The yoga session taught the youngsters
the importance of developing self-discipline, self-awareness and unity with the environment. Yoga
teacher Manoj Kumar conducted a session of physical exercises, breathing techniques and meditation
to make the young people aware of the importance of taking care of their health, toning their bodies
and bringing their lives into a state of physical, mental and emotional balance and harmony. It was also
possible to discuss with the teachers of the centre how yoga can help young people to deal with the
personal challenges they face every day in their family, school and social environment.
• Didactic performance – “Tell me and dance “One trip, 100 rupees” by the dancer, choreographer
and artistic director Monica de la Fuente
The main focus of this activity was on art and artistic creation, specifically dance. The young participants
were able to enjoy an artistic demonstration together with a practical session where they acquired a
greater knowledge of their body and their expressive abilities as well as strengthening their confidence
and developing greater fluency not only in the body but also socially.

• Musical expression and creation
In an entertaining and didactic way, a journey through the world of Indian musical instruments,
especially percussion instruments, was carried out in order to give the children an interesting sensory
experience, with a striking staging in which various instruments were played, evoking sounds of the
jungle, the sea, rivers, nature, etc. The workshop was led by musician Yonder Rodríguez.
• Artistic meeting of music and dance by Monica de la Fuente and Yonder Rodriguez
The artistic encounter featured the participation of two artists of the show “Rasa y Duende”, in which
they interacted through contemporary dance and music languages from India and Spain. This meeting
drew the attention of young people to the importance of dance, dance and music as a means of
exchange, communication and expression of different societies and cultures. In this way, the aim was
to develop the expressive resources of the body by exploring the possibilities of rhythm in relation to
music and expression.
• Indian music and musical instruments
In this workshop the children had the opportunity to approach Indian culture through a small sample of
Indian musical instruments with the aim of teaching them to understand and differentiate the different
classifications of instruments according to their sound emission: membranophones, idiophones,
aerophones, chordophones both plucked and plucked stringed.
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• Gandhi’s Room
The children had the opportunity to visit a room in the centre set as “Gandhi’s Room”. The different
teachers or tutors who guided the activity conveyed to the children the importance of silence and
meditation as part of the meaning Gandhi gave to his most intimate space.
• City-to-city cooperation workshop: Valladolid and Ahmedabad
The fifth and sixth grade pupils had the opportunity to approach the cooperation project with the city
of Ahmedabad, India, within the framework of the twinning protocol between the cities of Valladolid
and Ahmedabad signed on 3 July 2017. Within this broad vision of cooperation between societies, the
aim was to transmit to young people the knowledge and culture as a starting point for relations, which
will allow to build an exchange of mutual benefit and learning. The workshop, under the slogan “Better
different than the same”, highlighted the twinning and dialogue that both cities want to generate in
terms of cooperation opportunities. Special emphasis was placed on Ahmedabad’s plans to transform
its city into a Smart City, with special interest in heritage, mobility, tourism, culture and training.
• Make-up and characterisation workshop
The students were introduced to the story of Rama and Sita through their characters; heroes of the
classic Indian epic “Ramayana”, by Blanca Mediero. With the different socio-cultural backgrounds the
children were able to choose the character they wanted to represent.
• Rangolis workshop
Rangolis are one of the oldest and most beautiful manifestations of folk art in India. The participants
were able to make different designs, and learn about their origin and meaning.
• Final dance choreographies
Choreographic dance activates integration potentials and is a good way to interact with peers. Simple
choreographed dances based on different Indian music and traditions were presented in which the
whole school could participate.
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INTERNATIONAL MUSEUM DAY
18 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID, AND CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Casa de la India joined once again this year’s International Museum Day, which this year included numerous
online activities, this year’s special proposal revolved around the theme ‘Museums for Equality: Diversity
and Inclusion’.
The Department of Culture and Tourism of Valladolid City Council wanted to extend the celebration to
the streets in a symbolic way and invited the museums to be present for a few hours by broadcasting
recorded music from their spaces, playing in the streets and squares around them. Casa de la India joined
this initiative and played the album “In Hollywood, 1971” by Ravi Shankar, the music legend whose 100th
birthday we celebrated in 2020.
A presentation on Casa de la India by Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India, was also offered
in a video produced by the journalist Gabor Mark Ladiszlai (Discover Valladolid), in the framework of the
“International Museum Day” to introduce viewers to the centre´s objectives, its activities, its links with the
city of Valladolid, and to take a tour of its infrastructure.

3.3.5. PROJECTS WITH EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL CENTRES
INDIAN CULTURE IN THE CLASSROOMS OF THE LA MERCED HIGH SCHOOL IN VALLADOLID
SCHOOL YEAR 2019 - 2020
The educational project “The Culture of India in the classrooms of La Merced High School” arose in the
academic year 2011-2012, as a working group of the school, in a cooperation agreement with Casa de la
India, with the aim of reinforcing didactic activities related to English and working on interculturality, in
such a way that the knowledge of the culture of India would enrich the pupils’ understanding of the world.
This educational project was integrated into the Compulsory Secondary Education curriculum, both in
terms of its general and specific objectives and its contribution to the acquisition of basic competences.
At the same time, in the 2013-2014 school year, the project (working group) was recognised by CEFIE
(Valladolid Centre for Training of Secondary School Teachers)
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Despite the declaration of the state of emergency and lock-down after March 2020, the Sarasvati Working
Group continued to carry out didactic activities online. Asunción Cuadrado Garzón, music teacher, and
Luis Carretero Ajo, Geography and History teacher, fulfilled the programmed objectives, as they continued
with the elaboration of didactic materials related to the history and culture of India. These contents were
applied in the virtual classrooms programmed by the school.
The actions carried out during the 2019-2020 school year consisted of:
-

Within the subject of Geography and History, the didactic activity “The tourist attractions of the Indian
state of Gujarat” was developed by the teacher Luis Carretero Ajo. The activity was very attractive for
the students due to the interest of the subject itself and the beauty, abundance and diversity of the
monuments and nature of Gujarat.

-

Another didactic notebook was prepared from the perspective and analysis of the historical novel “In
the city of gold and silver” by Kenizé Mourad, set in the period of the anti-colonial rebellion of 1856-57.
The activity was aimed at students of Contemporary World History in the first year of the Humanities
and Social Studies.

COLLABORATION WITH THE CENTRE FOR TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION OF
VALLADOLID AND THE PRIMARY SCHOOL FRANCISCO PINO
20 AND 27 FEBRUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
11 MARCH, FRANCISCO PINO SCHOOL, VALLADOLID
The main objective of the centre for teacher training and educational innovation in Valladolid is to try
to address the social, organisational, technical and operational needs and shortcomings of the different
public schools. For this reason, for three days the teachers of the Francisco Pino educational centre were
able to participate in an educational innovation training project whose main theme or axis was social and
emotional learning through art, music and knowledge of other cultures. In this project, it was proposed
to consider cultural diversity as an element of educational motivation for transformation, change and
curricular innovation, where the school is a place of encounter and creation in which one learns to share
and enrich oneself on a daily basis in contact with others.
The project’s training proposal and the development of activities was divided into four phases:
1st Phase - Programme of training activities for the teachers of the Francisco Pino educational centre
given by the team of Escuela de la India and carried out at the Casa de la India. The thematic blocks
addressed in the programme were: the school as a holistic and experimental model, the artistic dimension
in educational pedagogy, methodology in educational application, education for peace and interculturality,
and learning associated with life, among others.
2nd Phase - Collaborative work between the teaching staff of the Francisco Pino school and the team of
the School of India to exchange innovative experiences in order to jointly design an intercultural day for
all the children of the school.
3rd Phase - Practical intercultural intervention in the school designed to bring the diversity of the Indian
culture through different workshops that were organised in the different areas of the school.
4th Phase - Evaluation and extension of contents in order to improve the teaching action through
continuous observation and collaborative reflection.
Objectives:
To introduce a methodology of educational innovation based on the educational philosophy of
Rabindranath Tagore, to propose an intercultural experience to both teachers and students, experimenting
an educational methodology in their own centre, to carry out a wide variety of workshops where children
could freely experience each of the interactive activities, to acquire and exchange knowledge that will
allow them to understand and analyse the behaviour and uses of other societies and environments, to
seek constructive participation and knowledge of diversity were among others the fundamental contents
of these activities from the point of view of immersion and the experience of both teachers and children
and young people.
The teachers and professionals who participated in these activities were Monica de la Fuente, Maria
Rodriguez Vidal, Tatiana Rodriguez de la Fuente, Laya Xavier, Yonder Rodriguez, Bianca Mediero Martin,
Tomas Garabito, Ivan Garcia Jimeno, Alicia Jimenez Jimenez and Mercedes de la Fuente.
A total of 370 pupils and 45 teachers took part in these days.
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3.3.6. GUIDED VISITS TO CASA DE LA INDIA
The aim of these visits is to introduce school children to Casa de la India through a programme of visits
with workshops adapted to the different educational levels in order to promote a direct encounter with
the culture of India. These guided tours take them through the different rooms and facilities of the centre,
also taking advantage of the exhibitions that the foundation regularly hosts, in order to expose various
aspects of Indian culture.
This year the groups that visited Casa de la India were able to experience the following exhibitions:

EXHIBITION “MUSICAL TREASURES OF INDIA”.
FROM 8 OCTOBER TO 18 NOVEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
FROM 3 DECEMBER 2020 TO 17 JANUARY 2021, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
The exhibition “Musical Treasures of India” is an exhibition of instruments from the Radhika Mohan
Maitra Collection, which spans from the 17th to the mid-20th century from Calcutta (India). It is the finest
private collection of Indian musical instruments in the world, and is curated by the musician and curator
of this exhibition, Somjit Dasgupta. The groups that visited this exhibition enjoyed the different types
of instruments, the antiquity and origin of each of them, their design and manufacture, as well as the
milestones in the dissemination of Indian classical music.
• Benito Meni Centre, 21 October.
• Faculty of Education and Social Work of the University Valladolid, 28 October.
• Fundación Secretariado Gitano, 3 November.
• Music Teachers Association, 12 November.
• Visits within the framework of the Biennale AR&PA 2.0, 26, 27 and 28 November.
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4. LIBRARY
4.1. LIBRARY SERVICES
La biblioteca de la Casa de la India es un centro especializado en ofrecer información sobre la India.
Además de facilitar a los lectores e investigadores el acceso al conocimiento del acervo cultural de la
India, la biblioteca tiene como uno de sus cometidos principales colaborar en las actividades culturales y
educativas de la Casa.

The library of Casa de la India is a centre specialised in providing information about India. In addition
to providing readers and researchers with access to knowledge of India’s cultural heritage, one of the
library’s main tasks is to collaborate in the centre’s cultural and educational activities.
The library has a documentary collection of more than 3,000 references including books, journals,
audiovisual material (CDs and DVDs) and multimedia (CD-ROMs). The linguistic richness of India is
reflected in the variety of languages that make up the library’s collection: English, Spanish, Hindi, Bengali
and Malayalam, among others. In order to guarantee access to the culture and knowledge of India, the
library makes available to its users music, cinema, literature and monographs covering multiple fields of
knowledge such as philosophy, religion, society, politics, economics, travel, history and art, among others.
The library’s catalogue is integrated into the Castilla y León library network, from whose collective
catalogue, accessible via the Internet (http://rabel.jcyl.es), one can consult both the library’s collection
and the new items in it, as well as have the option of requesting loan reservations and renewals. All users
can borrow two books for 15 days and one CD, one DVD and one CD-ROM for 7 days.
The opening hours of the Casa de la India library are from Monday to Friday, from 10:00 to 14:00 and from
16:00 to 18:00 (closed on Monday afternoons), and there are two types of library cards available:
• Castilla y León Libraries User Card issued by any of the libraries integrated in RABEL (Castilla y León
Libraries Network). This card is necessary for any type of loan.
• Friend of Casa de la India card (in any of its modalities). This card is necessary to use both the library
room and the library garden for consultation, reading or study. In addition, holders of this card can benefit
from other library services such as the DSI and the Wifi zone.

4.2. JOSÉ PAZ´S TAGORE COLLECTION
Casa de la India has one of the most important private collections on Rabindranath Tagore in the world,
donated by Professor and researcher José Paz. This donation contains around 20,000 volumes in languages
from all over the world, with numerous first editions in Bengali, as well as in the main European languages.
The collection includes a copy of the 1912 English first edition of Gitanjali, Tagore’s most important work,
for which he became the first non-European to win the Nobel Prize for Literature. Also worthy of special
mention among the volumes is The Golden Book of Tagore, which was published with the collaboration
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of his friends from all over the world to commemorate his 70th birthday and of which only 500 copies
were published in 1931. The collection also includes books and studies on the author, works dedicated to
his three educational institutions: Santiniketan New School, Sriniketan Farm School and Visva-Bharati
University, journals edited and founded by Tagore, more than 2,000 CDs of music, videos, documentaries,
paintings, prints, photographs and postage stamps.
In 2020 Casa de la India continued its work of disseminating the LIFE and work of Rabindranath Tagore
through the following activities:

RABINDRANATH TAGORE MEMORIAL
VIDEO “PERMITE, PADRE” BY AMANCIO PRADA
7 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Singer-songwriter Amancio Prada sings “Permite, Padre” in a video of images related to Rabindranath
Tagore.

RABINDRASANGEET CONCERT
7 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Performance of Rabindrasangeet (music by Rabindranath Tagore) by singer Baishali Sarkar.

POETRY RECITAL
7 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Distinguished Spanish poets such as Aurora Luque, Nuria Barrios, Fermín Herrero, Menchu Gutiérrez,
Carlos Aganzo, Verónica Aranda and José María Muñoz Quirós, read poems by Rabindranath Tagore in
homage to his birthday.

EXHIBITION “MUSICAL TREASURES OF INDIA: AN EXHIBITION
OF INSTRUMENTS FROM THE RADHIKA MOHAN MAITRA
COLLECTION (17TH TO 20TH CENTURY)”.
FROM 7 OCTOBER TO 18 NOVEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
FROM 3 DECEMBER 2020 TO 17 JANUARY 2021,
FERNÁN GÓMEZ CENTRO CULTURAL DE LA VILLA, MADRID
“Musical Treasures of India” is an exhibition of instruments from
the collection of Radhika Mohan Maitra, which spans from the 17th
to the mid-20th century from Calcutta (India), and is curated by
the musician and curator of this exhibition, Somjit Dasgupta. The
exhibition, which was exhibited for the first time outside India,
consisted of 52 instruments, including a sitar that had originally
belonged to Rabindranath Tagore, who gave the instrument to the
young Radhika Mohan Maitra as a gift after being enchanted by one
of his magnificent recitals.
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4.3. BOOK LAUNCHES
During 2020 Casa de la India organised or collaborated in the presentation of the following books:

JOURNEYS: A POET’S DIARY (A.K. RAMANUJAN).
19 JANUARY, BANGALORE INTERNATIONAL CENTRE, DELHI, INDIA
21 JANUARY, ALGEBRA THE ARTS & IDEAS CLUB, GURGAON, INDIA
4TH JULY. BRAVE NEW WORLD SERIES OF THE JAIPUR LITERATURE FESTIVAL (ONLINE)
25 JULY, GLASSHOUSE FESTIVAL, BANGALORE (ONLINE)
Book launch of Journeys. A Poet`s Diary published by Penguin Random House and co-edited by Krishna
Ramanujan and Guillermo Rodriguez. The book contains excerpts from diaries and unpublished poems of
the celebrated poet, translator, folklorist, and essayist A.K. Ramanujan.

THE MAHABHARATA
28 MAY, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL
Presentation of the complete Spanish edition of The Mahabharata (Editorial Hastinapura), by Gustavo
Canzobre, an Argentinian Indologist specialising in classical Indian art and philosophy, who spoke to us not
only about the edition, but also about the relevance of the sacred stories in popular Indian culture.

SPIRITUAL AND CORPOREAL SELVES IN INDIA: APPROACHES IN A GLOBAL WORLD
19 NOVEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA YOUTUBE CHANNEL. LIVE BROADCAST
With the participation of the book’s editors Alejandra Moreno (University of Oviedo) and Carmen Escobedo
(University of Oviedo), and collaborators Antonio Ballesteros (UNED) and Jorge Diego (University of
Salamanca). This volume offers a series of images of contemporary India. The twelve chapters include
different perspectives on the relationship between the corporeal and the spiritual, highlighting the union
of both the soul and the body, which has been present since the beginning of Indian civilisation.

INDIAN SUN:
THE LIFE AND MUSIC
OF RAVI SHANKAR
4 DECEMBER, FERNÁN GÓMEZ CENTRO
CULTURAL DE LA VILLA, MADRID
4 DECEMBER, AULA DE CULTURA DE
“EL NORTE DE CASTILLA”. LIVE BROADCAST
Presentation of the new biography of
Ravi Shankar, by its author Oliver Craske,
introduced by Ignacio Marín, artistic director
of the Fernán Gómez Centro Cultural de la
Villa, and Guillermo Rodríguez, director
of the Casa de la India. Indian Sun was
published as part of the centenary of
Ravi Shankar’s birth: a complete portrait
of the man and the artist throughout his
extraordinary ninety-two years.
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5. COOPERATION AND ENTERPRISE
5.1. COOPERATION WITH THE CITY OF AHMEDABAD

After years of cooperation in historical heritage and tourism management projects, in 2017 the cities of
Valladolid and Ahmedabad signed a Twinning Protocol, the first between two cities in India and Spain, to
cooperate in various sectors.
The twinning between Ahmedabad and Valladolid, formalised in July 2017, after several years of
developing initiatives under the formula of a “friendship protocol”, is another milestone in a long and
sustained process of relations between the two municipalities, in which specific collaboration projects
(student exchange, promotion of local cultural activities, business agreements in the transport sector,
constitution of clusters specialised in the recovery and management of historical heritage) have been
the basis on which the ties have been built, forging a partnership on which to continue working under a
twinning protocol and agenda that is a model in both countries.
Casa de la India has been promoting this relationship between the two cities since 2008 and since the
twinning protocol was signed it coordinates the Annual Action Plan within the framework of the protocol
which covers the following areas: smart cities, smart urban planning and services, youth, tourism
development, culture, conservation and sustainable management of historical and cultural heritage,
education and training programmes, transfer and exchange of knowledge and entrepreneurship in the
cultural heritage sector, among others.
In the field of tourism promotion, an essential activity in Spain, and in which Valladolid is a national
example of sustainable development of urban and inland tourism in the last decade, the Spanish city
shared its projects to attract international tourism and to advance in its configuration as a smart tourist
destination (DTI) within the national network that the Ministry of Industry, Trade and Tourism promotes.
For Ahmedabad, the promotion of sustainable and quality tourism is of strategic value, as it already has
an extensive network of accommodation, many located in buildings of high heritage value, in a city that
will reach 10 million inhabitants in 2021 and which was declared just over a year ago as the first UNESCO
World Heritage City in India, thanks to an extraordinary cultural and monumental heritage that is still fully
alive and inhabited.
For its part, the high specialisation, technological level and quality of products and services that
companies based in Valladolid and its surroundings have achieved in sectors such as the management
of urban services, development of infrastructure and housing projects, recovery and management of
heritage or sustainable agri-food production, are of maximum interest to Ahmedabad, capital of Gujarat,
the Indian state with the highest level of business growth in the last decade, which is looking to Europe
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for suppliers and customers for its demand and supply of services and products, focused above all on the
set of activities required by its project to become the Smart City of reference in the country, combining
technology, citizenship and heritage.
In 2020, the following events and programmes were held with the city of Ahmedabad:

VISIT TO AHMEDABAD BY ARCHITECT RAMÓN RODRÍGUEZ LLERA, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID.
FROM 6 TO 7 JANUARY, AHMEDABAD
The architect and professor at the University of Valladolid Ramón Rodríguez Llera visited the city of
Ahmedabad in January to study at first hand the 20th century architecture that has made this city a
reference point in the world, with the work of unique architects such as Louis Kahn, Le Corbusier and
Charles Correa. The heritage department of the Ahmedabad City Council facilitated the process to visit
some of these emblematic buildings of the city.

WORKING MEETING IN AHMEDABAD IN THE FRAMEWORK
OF THE TWINNING PROTOCOL BETWEEN AHMEDABAD AND VALLADOLID
13 AND 14 JANUARY, AHMEDABAD
On 13 January 2020, at the end of the second year of the twinning agreement between the cities of
Valladolid and Ahmedabad, the annual monitoring session of the work included in the action plan of the
agreement took place. Representatives of both municipalities analysed the progress made in areas such as
historical and cultural heritage or educational programmes, and also set the work schedule and objectives
for 2020.
Following the meeting held in autumn 2019 in Valladolid between the municipal commissioner of
Ahmedabad and Óscar Puente, mayor of Valladolid, it was decided to launch new projects from 2020
onwards in two sectors of activity that have been less developed until now, but which have a very high
potential in both cities: tourism and business relations on urban services projects.
To this end, the working group managing the twinning proposed three initiatives to be developed over
the coming months, which had to be postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Firstly, the Ahmedabad
City Council extended an invitation to a technical team from Valladolid, with municipal experts in tourism
promotion and local innovation management, to get to know the city of Ahmedabad first hand and make a
series of presentations to Gujarati companies on the possibilities of collaboration in both areas: joint and
combined tourism packages with other destinations in Spain and India, to include both cities in the most
visited circuits and demanded by tour operators; and business and industrial sectors with the greatest
potential for generating joint projects both for the creation of companies and commercial exchange.
Both teams, in Valladolid and Ahmedabad, proposed to work to develop the fields in which the greatest
opportunities for success had been detected in order to, taking advantage of the coincidence in dates
in Spain of three unique events that affect precisely these fields: the INTUR Inland Tourism Fair, the
Smart Cities World Congress, and the AR&PA Heritage Biennial, hold a reverse session in Valladolid, with
companies and institutional representatives from Ahmedabad, which will allow progress to be made in
formalising public and business collaboration projects in these sectors.
The annual action plan will be closed in January 2021, during the celebration of the “VibrantGujarat”
Summit in Ahmedabad, the largest business and institutional meeting held biennially in the State, and one
of the most important in India, which will bring together representatives of the world’s major economies,
under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, and in which the City Council of Ahmedabad has
extended a special invitation for Valladolid to have a representation commensurate with the importance
that this twinning has acquired, including institutional and business representation.
The Director of the Culture and Tourism Department of Valladolid City Council, Juan Manuel Guimeráns,
and the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, took part in the work carried out on January 13
and 14, while the highest local authorities of Ahmedabad were present: the Mayor of the city, Bijal Patel,
and the Municipal Commissioner, Vijay Nehra, as well as the municipal heads of the departments of Smart
Cities, Health and Safety, Tourism and Cultural Heritage.

ORGANISATION OF A JOURNALISTS’ FAM TRIP TO AHMEDABAD
FROM 7 TO 18 JANUARY. AHMEDABAD
In the framework of the cooperation in tourism with the Ahmedabad City Council, a Fam Trip to the city of
Ahmedabad was organised for the Spanish journalists Pedro Grifol Loscos, Juan Carlos Rodríguez García
and Joaquín del Palacio Huerta.
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The participants of this FamTrip, organised by Casa de la India with the sponsorship of the Ahmedabad City
Council and Air India, were able to get to know the famous festival of the commas, the modern architecture
and the old town of this historic city declared a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2017.

PERFORMANCE BY THE ANTONIO ANDRADE FLAMENCO COMPANY
16 JANUARY, TAGORE AUDITORIUM. AHMEDABAD
As part of their tour of India organised by Casa de la India, the Antonio Andrade Flamenco Company along
with guest artist Monica de la Fuente offered the show “Emotions,” a performance of flamenco music and
dance and an encounter with the dance of India’s BharataNatyam, to the delight of the Gujarati audience,
in a performance at the prestigious Tagore Auditorium in Ahmedabad organised by the Ahmedabad
Municipality with the support of Air India and Casa de la India, which was attended by numerous authorities,
including the municipal commissioner Vijay Nehra, the highest municipal authority.
The artistic line-up included Antonio Andrade and Miguel Sotelo on guitar, the voices of Rocío Mayoral
and Pablo Oliva, the flamenco dancer Úrsula Moreno and the collaboration of the Indian classical dancer
Bharata Natyam Mónica de la Fuente.

TRAVELLER’S CLUB DEDICATED TO AHMEDABAD AND GUJARAT
24 SEPTEMBER, ZOOM AND YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA. LIVE BROADCAST
Casa de la India, the City Council of Valladolid and the City Council of Ahmedabad organised a special
online session dedicated to Ahmedabad and Gujarat by the photojournalist Pedro Grifol, participant in the
Fam Trip organised in January.
Through an attractive photo-report of Ahmedabad, the first city in India to be listed by UNESCO, Pedro
Grifol showed us, among other emblematic places, the Sabarmati Ashram, the founding centre of the
historic event known as the Salt March, the Calico Textile Museum, and the havelis and polhouses in the
old part of the city.
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5.2. COOPERATION IN THE TOURISM SECTOR
ORGANISATION OF A FAM TRIP OF TRAVEL JOURNALISTS TO GUJARAT
7-18 JANUARY, GUJARAT.
A FamTrip of journalists to India took place in January with the objective of promoting Ahmedabad and the
state of Gujarat as a tourist destination.
The programme focused on the state of Gujarat and consisted of two geographically differentiated parts.
The first part concentrated on the city of Ahmedabad, a UNESCO World Heritage City, and its surroundings,
as well as the Kite Festival. The second part focused on nature, with visits to the Sasan Ganga Nature Park
and the coastal town of Bandar, the birthplace of Gandhi in the southwest of the State.
The participants of this FamTrip, organised by Casa de la India with the sponsorship of the Ahmedabad
City Council, Air India and the Woods at Sasan Resort, were journalists Pedro Grifol Loscos, Juan Carlos
Rodríguez García and Joaquín del Palacio Huerta.

TRAVELLER’S CLUB, FACE-TO-FACE AND ONLINE SESSIONS
The Casa de la India hosts within its regular programme “The Traveller’s Club”, an initiative that allows
both experienced travellers and future visitors to immerse themselves in India’s multiple landscapes,
languages, cultures, customs and beliefs. The Traveller’s Club presents cultural trips to India, focusing on
different points of interest: photography, architecture, art, intensive courses in dance, music, martial arts,
yoga, Ayurveda, etc.
Each session of “The Traveller’s Club” brings to the public stories and images (portraits, monuments,
landscapes, animals, people, towns and cities) from different corners of India that express the spirit of a
personal experience in this country and invite us on a journey to get to know India from the inside by the
hand of an expert in collaboration with various entities and tourism professionals.
Throughout 2020, the following sessions have been organised within the framework of the “Traveller’s
Club”:

TRAVELLER’S CLUB: DESTINATION INDIA. AYURVEDA, YOGA AND PERFORMING ARTS IN KERALA
7 FEBRUARY, CASA DE LA INDIA, VALLADOLID
By Shariq Jamil, Viajes Diva India, who introduced us to some of the most outstanding cultural and tourist
places in India to get to know the fairs and festivals that take place throughout the year.
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TRAVELLER’S CLUB.
CULTURAL TRIP TO KERALA
22ND JULY, ZOOM AND YOUTUBE CHANNEL
OF CASA DE LA INDIA. LIVE BROADCAST
In the framework of Casa de la India’s Traveller’s
Club, live online presentation of the intensive training
programme held in Puvar, south of Trivandrum,
the capital of Kerala, with accommodation near the
beach. Aimed at students and professionals interested
in delving into the culture and performing arts of India at the hands of the best masters of the Indian
subcontinent.
Participants:
Shariq Jamil, Viajes Diva India.
Mónica de la Fuente, LAB India Laboratory for Indian Performing Arts of Casa de la India.

TRAVELLER’S CLUB. TIBETAN CULTURE IN EXILE IN INDIA.
18 AUGUST, ZOOM AND YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA. LIVE BROADCAST
Talk and projection by the photographer Ángel López Soto organised by Casa de la India with projection of
images taken in the Indian states of Arunachal Pradesh, Ladakh, Dharamsala and Karnataka.

TRAVELLER’S CLUB. LADAKH AND SIKKIM
27 AUGUST, ZOOM AND YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA. LIVE BROADCAST
By Shariq Jamil.
Presentation of the different thematic routes in India linked to Indo-Tibetan Buddhism.
With the collaboration of DIVA Viajes.

TRAVELLER’S CLUB. AHMEDABAD AND GUJARAT
24 SEPTEMBER, ZOOM AND YOUTUBE CHANNEL OF CASA DE LA INDIA. LIVE BROADCAST
Session dedicated to Ahmedabad and Gujarat by photojournalist Pedro Grifol.
From the SasanGir National Park, the last refuge of the Indian lion (panthera leo pérsica), to the gigantic
Statue of Unity - the tallest in the world - dedicated to Sardar Patel, the unifier of the Indian homeland, the
state of Gujarat is a multi-faceted destination yet to be discovered. Ahmedabad, the intense and bustling
capital of the state, is India’s first UNESCO-listed city to offer guided city tours of great interest.
Located in the city of Patan in northern Gujarat, the intricately designed and meticulously crafted
Rani-ki-Vav, a spectacular step-well, is one of the world’s most striking architectural gems that strikes a
chord with the sensibilities of the most discerning architects. Gujarat is also spiritually charged with the
legacy of Gandhi, the liberator of the Indian nation. Gandhi was born here, and you can visit the Sabaemati
Ashram in Ahmedabab, the founding centre of the historic rally known as the Salt March.
The Calico Textile Museum, the splendid Sun Temple of Modhera, the impressive mosques of Jama
and SiddiSayid, plus visits to the ancestral tribal communities - the Maldhari and Siddi - rounded off an
unforgettable travel experience.
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5.3. ACADEMIC COOPERATION
PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL CONFERENCE “DESTINATION INDIA, MAKING INDIA THE
PREFERRED HUB OF EDUCATION”.
28-29 JANUARY, SYMBIOSIS INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY CAMPUS, LAVALE, PUNE.
The Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodriguez, participated in January in the National Congress
“Destination India, making India the preferred hub of education”, which was inaugurated by the Minister
of Human Resources of the Government of India, Ramesh Pokhriyal, the President of the Indian Council of
Cultural Relations (ICCR), Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, the Rector of the International University “Symbiosis”, S. B.
Majumdar, and the President of the International University “Symbiosis”, S. B. Majumdar, and the President
of the International University “Symbiosis”, S.B. Majumdar, on the campus of the International University
“Symbiosis”. B. Majumdar, and the Director of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Akhilesh Mishra.
The conference focused on India’s capacity and potential to attract foreign university students and brought
together education experts, vice-chancellors, professors and other academics from India’s leading public
and private universities that host students from other countries.
Also, as part of the conference, dancer, choreographer and artistic director of LAB-India Laboratory for
Indian Performing Arts at Casa de la India, Monica de la Fuente received the prestigious ICCR Distinguished
Alumni Award 2019, which is given every year by the Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) of the
Government of India to ICCR scholarship alumni for their outstanding achievements.
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WORKING MEETINGS WITH DIVA INDIA AT THE UNIVERSITY
OF VALLADOLID TO SET UP A SPANISH SCHOOL IN NOIDA
7 FEBRUARY, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID

PARTICIPATION IN THE 20TH EDITION OF AMITY
UNIVERSITY INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS HORIZONINBUSH ERA-2020
18 AND 19 FEBRUARY, AMITY UNIVERSITY, NOIDA
The Rector of the University of Valladolid, Antonio Largo (in
online format), and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa
de la India (in person), participated in the 20th edition of the
International Business Horizon-INBUSH ERA-World Summit
2020, organised by Amity University at its main campus in
Noida, a satellite city of Delhi.
This annual conference brings together academics, industry leaders, managers and diplomats from
around the world to discuss best practices in academic cooperation and share their experiences on the
latest developments in the internationalisation of education and innovation in public-private academic
management.
Within the framework of the congress, Guillermo Rodríguez was awarded the “Global Academic
Excellence Award” by Amity University (India) for his contribution to the relations between India and
Spain in the field of academic cooperation. AmityUniversity, one of India’s leading private universities
with a presence in more than twenty cities in India and eight other countries, considers the “Global
Excellence Awards” to be a recognition of international personalities, companies and institutions that
have been nominated for their renown and impeccable work in the education and business sector,
the awards being the result of highlighting the good practices carried out by these institutions and
companies at an international level.
The judging and nomination process to determine the award winners is submitted to members of the
Amity community, which comprises more than 125,000 students, 4,000 faculty and staff worldwide,
with nominees being innovative leaders and role models within the various disciplines of the awards. The
Senate and Board of the University decides annually on the recipients from among the nominees in the
various categories.
The awards are presented on the
main day of this congress dedicated
to research, management and business, which brings together over
500 thought leaders, business and
educational management gurus, ambassadors and senior government
officials, rectors, deans and directors
of internationally renowned business
schools, international universities, renowned academics, renowned career
personalities, business leaders and
students from around the world to
share ideas on various models of international cooperation in academia,
business management and research to highlight global best practices in these sectors.

SERIES OF LECTURES BY T.M. CYRIAC, DIRECTOR OF DC SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE AND
DESIGN, AT THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
FROM 21 FEBRUARY TO 11 MARCH, SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
As part of the framework agreement and academic exchange between the DCK Foundation of Kerala
and the University of Valladolid, the prestigious Indian architectTM Cyriac, director of the DC School of
Architecture and Design in Vagamon, Kerala, gave a series of lectures at the School of Architecture of the
University of Valladolid dedicated to the architecture of India, strongly influenced by the VastuShastra, a
millenary Hindu doctrine on the influence of nature on buildings and the design of spaces.
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5.4. COOPERATION IN THE HERITAGE SECTOR
INDIA AT AR&PA, IBERIAN BIENNIAL OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
26 AND 27 NOVEMBER. ATAPUERCA HALL (CC MIGUEL DELIBES) AND ONLINE. LIVE BROADCAST
Once again India participated in the Iberian Biennial of Cultural Heritage, this year in online format and
called AR&PA 2.0, through the presence of Casa de la India and the Embassy of India, an edition that was
held from 26 to 28 November, completely digital, in which the public was introduced to the tangible and
intangible heritage of India through various activities programmed by the team of Escuela de la Inda and
LAB-India of Performing Arts of Casa de la India.
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Casa de la India and the Embassy of India with the support of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations
brought the musical cultural heritage of India to this edition of the AR&PA Biennial through the exhibition
“Musical Treasures of India” of restored antique instruments. This exhibition is an exhibition of instruments
from the collection of Radhika Mohan Maitra, which spans from the 17th to the mid-20th century and
comes from Calcutta (India). It is the finest private collection of Indian musical instruments in the custody
of the musician and curator of this exhibition, Somjit Dasgupta, and consists of historical instruments
restored in Dasgupta’s workshop, a specialist in the preservation and restoration of musical instruments
in recent decades. The unique exhibition was exhibited for the first time outside India and was open to the
general public during the Biennale.
Within the framework of the exhibition “Musical Treasures of India” and the AR&PA Biennale, a range of
audio-visual material was also organised and made available at the India online stand as part of the AR&PA
2.0 Activities calendar. Among the live activities programmed, the online presentation “The tangible and
intangible artistic heritage of India: music and dance” took place on 27 November in the Sala Atapuerca. In
this presentation, Enrique Cámara, professor and PhD in Ethnomusicology at the University of Valladolid,
Somjit Dasgupta, collector and restorer of instruments and curator of the exhibition, Guillermo Rodríguez,
director of the Casa de la India, Mónica de la Fuente, dancer and artistic director of Casa de la India’s Lab
India, and Yonder Rodríguez, musician and percussionist, brought this exhibition of tangible and intangible
artistic heritage to life by introducing us to the ancient tradition of Indian music and dance. Another
outstanding online activity was the organisation together with the Indian Music Experience Museum,
Bangalore of the webinar: “Indian Music Instruments at the Indian Music Experience Museum in Bangalore”,
on 26 November 2020, by Manasi Prasad, Director of the Indian Music Experience Museum, Bangalore.

5.5. COOPERATION IN THE CULTURAL MANAGEMENT SECTOR
SPAIN-INDIA ENCOUNTERS/ ENCUENTROS ESPAÑA-INDIA
29 SEPTEMBER, CASA DE LA INDIA’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL, LIVE BROADCAST
Casa de la India launched a new online initiative: a series of Spain-India Encounters, online conversations
where some of the most celebrated personalities from both countries discussed Spain-India relations.
These Spain-India Encounters are held on a monthly basis and the topics discussed cover a variety of
cultural disciplines represented by film directors, musicians, theatre directors, dancers and choreographers,
painters, museum directors, publishing directors and sportsmen and women, among others. The sessions
are live on Casa de la India’s YouTube channel and are held in English or Spanish, depending on the
speakers.
The aim is to get close to the fascinating personal experiences of leading figures in this intercultural
dialogue and to share their inspiring views on the past, present and future of Spain-India relations. The
sessions are about how we can connect, come closer and enrich our cultures through this creative dialogue
and how we can be strengthened by such collaboration and exchanges in the future.
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The first session was dedicated to “Spain-India Cultural Management” and was attended by the Ambassador
of India in Spain, Sanjay Verma, who offered words of welcome to inaugurate these sessions, in addition to
the participation of the following personalities:
• Dinesh K. Patnaik, Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (N. Delhi).
• Oscar Pujol, Director of the Instituto Cervantes in New Delhi.
• Javier Parrondo, Director General of Casa Asia (Barcelona).
• Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India (Valladolid).
The moderator was Sanjoy Roy, Managing Director of Teamwork Arts (N. Delhi). The Spain-India Encounters
were organised by Casa de la India and the Embassy of India with the collaboration of the Indian Council for
Cultural Relations, Instituto Cervantes, Casa Asia and Fundación Consejo España-India
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TEAMWORK ARTS
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TEATRO ZORRILLA
TEATROS DEL CANAL
THE FESTIVAL AGENCY
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VALLADOLID FILM OFFICE
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