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PRESENTATION

Following the celebrations in 2016 of the tenth anniversary of the Casa de la India centre, the Foundation 
has continued to offer an intense programme in its various areas of activity (institutional, culture, 
education and cooperation and enterprise) throughout 2017, with the objective of strengthening the links 
between the civil societies of India and Spain and to increase awareness of the diversity of Indian culture 
and society.

Relations between India and Spain have been reinforced this year by the visit of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to Madrid on 30 and 31 May. During the meeting held between the President of the Government of 
Spain and the Prime Minister of India both emphasised their mutual interest in furthering the advances 
made in cultural cooperation between Spain and India, including in the area of cinema, and in strengthening 
cooperation between the cultural institutions of both countries through the support of institutions such as 
Casa de la India in Valladolid. The two leaders also announced the signing of a Twinning Protocol between 
the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad.

Two months after this visit, on 3 July, the two cities celebrated their Twinning with the signing of the 
agreement by the respective mayors Óscar Puente and Gautam Shah during an extraordinary plenary 
session of Valladolid City Council, thus becoming the first cities of Spain and India to be twinned. Casa de la 
India has been channelling relations between both cities since 2008, when a friendship agreement was 
signed in October of that same year. Within the framework of this twinning, activities will be developed in 
sectors such as smart cities management, education, promotion of tourism, culture and conservation and 
sustainable management of historical and cultural heritage. The area of cooperation in which actions have 
already been carried out with very positive results is precisely the management of historical and cultural 
heritage. In fact on 8 July 2017 Ahmedabad became the first Indian city whose historic Walled City was 
designated as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO.

Furthermore, Valladolid, like Ahmedabad, was one of the many cities in the world that joined to celebrate 
the International Day of Yoga on 21 June, an event that brought hundreds of people together in the Acera 
de Recoletos, in the heart of the city, with multiple parallel activities.

In the area of culture, one of the most notable milestones in 2017 was the celebration of the Cultural 
Olympiad of Indian Performing Arts and Music from 23 to 25 November at Valladolid’s Cúpula de Milenio. 
The Cultural Olympiad, an event organized annually by the NGO Akhil Bharatiya Sanskrutik Sangh (ABSS) 
based in Pune (India) and supported by UNESCO, brought together hundreds of students and young artists 
from India who competed in the diverse styles of Indian performing arts and music.

Also throughout the year audiences in Madrid, Valladolid, León and Santa Cruz de Tenerife as well as other 
cities were able to enjoy excellent shows by various dance companies sponsored by the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR), such as the Ranjana Gauhar group (Odissi and Chhau dance), and the 
Chidambaram Dance Company (Bharata Natyam dance). This classical South Indian temple dance was also 
represented this season by the solo performers Bala Devi and Veena C.S., who complemented their recitals 
with lectures and master classes. Training and experimental performing arts activities at Casa de la India 
were enhanced this year with the launch in October of Lab-India, Casa de la India’s Laboratory of Indian 
Performing Arts and Music, which provides a space for training, research, dissemination, and intercultural 
artistic creation. We were also fortunate to have some memorable musical performances by Sugato 
Bhaduri (sarod) and Subrata De (sitar), and the notable "Voices of Indian Women" concert series that 
brought us exceptional Indian female vocalists with diverse styles such as Amrit Kaur Lohia and the Vidya 
Shah group, sponsored by the ICCR.



Another noteworthy cultural project was the "Spain India Writers Meeting" that took place in Tijara Fort, 

Rajasthan, in the month of February, produced with Jaipur Literature Festival organiser Teamwork Arts. 

Indian and Spanish poetesses, with the support of Acción Cultural Española, participated in this second 

edition of the Meeting. The outreach activities at Casa de la India were complemented by book 

presentations, lectures and film cycles, including the one designed by film critic Latika Padgaonkar and 

shown by the University of Valladolid Film History and Aesthetics Chair as part of the 2017 edition of the 

annual summer Cinematography Course held in August.

In the area of education, the intercultural programme Escuela de la India (India School) introduced 

thousands of primary and secondary school students from Valladolid and the Castilla y León region to 

Indian culture through seminars, workshops and cultural visits dedicated to India throughout the school 

year. This year, the programme launched a new initiative, Tagore’s Open Air School in the Campo Grande, 

with the Director of the Institute of Tagore Studies and Research at the Santiniketan University founded by 

the poet, Professor Tapati Mukherjee as special guest.

The concerted efforts of Casa de la India in 2017 also aimed to boost the academic cooperation projects 

with India led by the University of Valladolid. The Universities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad extended their 

collaboration agreement to facilitate exchanges in leading business sectors such as tourism, where not 

only are there great opportunities for collaboration but where Spain and India also share a complementary 

vision. Casa de la India coordinated the role of India as Guest Country in the INTUR International Tourism 

Trade Fair organized by the Castilla y León Regional Government and the Feria de Valladolid, which was 

attended by Ambassador of India to Spain, D.B. Venkatesh Varma, representatives of the Ministry of 

Tourism of India and numerous Indian companies in the sector. The INTUR Fair coincided with the 

celebration of the Cultural Olympiad of Indian Performing Arts and Music in Valladolid. These two events 

that synthesise the great potential that Spanish and Indian societies have to meet and get to know each 

other better in both the present and the future coincided in the month of November. In short, days of 

tourism, history, leisure, art, culture, education and interculturality which left us with one of the most 

colourful and symbolic images of this meeting: hundreds of children and young artists, fully made up and 

dressed in their Indian regional dance costumes, strolling through the autumn cold of the Plaza Mayor of 

Valladolid amazed by the Renaissance architecture, and taking selfies with passers-by and locals who were 

surprised by such exoticism and joy in discovering "something different".

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  

Director



8



9

ANNUAL REPORT

2017

INSTITUTIONAL

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA
FOUNDATION

BOARD MEETINGS OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA FOUNDATION IN 2017
The Board of Trustees of the Casa de la India Foundation met in regular sessions at Casa de la India on 21 
June and 30 November 2017. The Board of Trustees, consisting of representatives from the Embassy of 
India in Spain, Valladolid City Council, the University of Valladolid and the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR), is the highest governing body of the Casa de la India Foundation. It comprises a 
president, a vice-president and board members. The Presidency rotates every two years between the 
mayor of Valladolid City Council and the vice-chancellor of the University of Valladolid.

The Board has been subject to several changes throughout 2017. At the Board meeting on 21 June 2017, 
D.B. Venkatesh Varma, Ambassador of India to Spain took over as a Board Member from former 
Ambassador of India to Spain Vikram Misri. At the Board Meeting held on 30 November 2017, Riva 
Ganguly Das, Director General of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations of the Ministry of External 
Affairs, Government of India, replaced Amarendra Khatua, former Director General of the Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations as a Board Member.

The composition of the Board of Trustees at the last Board Meeting of 2017 (30 November) was as follows: 

PRESIDENT

Oscar Puente Santiago
Mayor,	Valladolid	City	Council		

VICE PRESIDENT

Daniel Miguel San José
Vice-Chancellor,	University	of	Valladolid	

MEMBERS

D. B. Venkatesh Varma
Ambassador	of	India	to	Spain

Riva Ganguly Das
Director	General	of	the	Indian	Council	for	Cultural	Relations	(ICCR)	

Ana María Carmen Redondo García
Councillor	for	Culture	and	Tourism,	Valladolid	City	Council	

José Ramón González García 
Pro-Vice-chancellor	of	Internationalisation	and	Linguistic	Policy,	University	of	Valladolid

SECRETARY

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín 
Director	of	Casa	de	la	India

1. 

1.1. 
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COUNCIL OF HONOUR
Casa de la India’s Council of Honour is made up of important figures and institutions with honorific and 
consultative functions. HRH Princess Irene of Greece serves as the President of the Council of Honour. 
Other distinguished members of the Council of Honour in 2017 included Indian businessman Ratan Tata 
and maestro Zubin Mehta.

In the Board Meeting held on June 21, 2017, Sukanya Shankar, widow of the musician Ravi Shankar who 
was part of the Council of Honour till his death in 2012, joined the Council of Honour.

PRESIDENT

HRH Princess Irene of Greece 

MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF HONOUR

Ratan Tata 
Zubin Mehta
Sukanya Shankar

FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The Board of Friends of Casa de la India is a body that aims to promote and support cultural and 
educational initiatives, as well as to stimulate business and cooperation initiatives between Spain and 
India. In addition to facilitating interaction among people interested in Indian culture and society, being a 
Friend of Casa de la India enables daily contact with the entity and privileged participation in regular 
activities and special events.

FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
One of Casa de la India’s main aims is to offer all its visitors services that are adapted to their interests 
and needs. To take better advantage of its activities and services, all visitors are offered the possibility of 
becoming a Friend of Casa de la India through an annual contribution that allows them to enjoy benefits 
and discounts, as well as to receive regular information about all the activities organised by Casa de la 
India. 

BOARD OF FRIENDS OF CASA DE LA INDIA
The Casa de la India Board of Friends is a body of the Casa de la India Foundation established under the 
statutes of the Foundation. It works in the areas of collaboration, proposal and suggestion related to the 
Foundation’s aims and purposes. The rules of the Board of Friends set out the following types of 
members:

• Benefactor Friends  
• Sponsor Friends
• Collaborator Friends
• Emeritus Friends 

The Board of Friends of Casa de la India includes the following Meritorious Friends: film director Fernando 
Colomo, film producer Beatriz de la Gándara; businessman Julio Juberías; chess player Viswanathan 
Anand; and Professor José Paz.

1.2.	

1.3. 
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INSTITUTIONAL EVENTS

VISIT OF THE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA NARENDRA MODI TO SPAIN
30	&	31	MAY,	MADRID	

The Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi visited Spain on 30 and 31May 2017 at the invitation of the 
President of the Government of Spain Mariano Rajoy.

HE King Felipe VI granted Prime Minister Modi an audience, where they discussed various aspects of 
bilateral relations and expressed their commitment to strengthen ties between India and Spain. 

The President of the Government of Spain and the Prime Minister had a fruitful dialogue on bilateral, 
regional and global issues, demonstrating a broad convergence of views. Both leaders stressed their 
mutual interest in continuing the advances in the field of cultural cooperation between Spain and India, 
including cinema, and in strengthening cooperation between cultural institutions of both countries, such 
as Casa de la India in Valladolid, among other institutions. The two leaders also expressed their wish to 
sign a Twinning Agreement between Valladolid and Ahmedabad at the earliest.

VALLADOLID-AHMEDABAD TWINNING AGREEMENT
3	JULY,	VALLADOLID

The cities of Valladolid, Spain, and Ahmedabad, India, confirmed their Twinning on 3 July at an 
extraordinary plenary session of Valladolid City Council with the signing of a protocol that sealed the 
relationship between both cities, born almost a decade ago as a result of the signing of a friendship 
agreement in October 2008.

The Mayors of Valladolid, Oscar Puente, and of the Indian city, Gautam Shah, closed this extraordinary 
plenary session with speeches highlighting the advantages of recognizing the ties that unite the cities in 
a globalized world. The Mayor of Ahmedabad expressed his desire to "extend" the relations between 
both cities through a general framework of cooperation that will be developed “in the areas of smart 
cities, urban planning and services, youth and education, tourism development, culture, conservation 
and sustainable management of historical and cultural heritage, education and training programmes, 
knowledge transfer and exchange, entrepreneurship in the cultural heritage sector, as well as any other 
area of mutual interest from this moment, which he described as “historic”.

After the celebration of the plenary, the Mayors and the Municipal Commissioner of the Indian city, J.S. 
Prajapati, moved to the mayor's office, where the signing of the protocol took place, which included 
"establishing a friendship and cooperation relationship and creating the necessary mechanisms for 
their development within the framework of their respective competencies, on the basis of mutual 
respect, equality and mutual benefit, in accordance with the laws and policies of Spain and India, as well 
as the international agreements signed by both countries" as one of the objectives in its text.  The day’s 
events around the twinning of the two cities began with the laying of a wreath at the statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi in the Parque de la Paz in Valladolid, which was attended by both Mayors, the Municipal 
Commissioner of Ahmedabad, the Councillor for Culture and Tourism of Valladolid, Ana Redondo, the 

1.4.
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Ambassador of India to Spain, DB Venkatesh Varma, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, 
Daniel Miguel, the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, and the Deputy Director General of 
South and East Asia of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, Fernando Alonso 
Navaridas.

After the signing of the protocol, in the evening, the Indian delegation and the Valladolid City Council 
representatives visited Casa de la India for a celebratory reception that culminated with a concert by 
artists from both countries, Vipul Trivedi (Indian vocalist from Ahmedabad), José Salinas (Spanish 
flamenco singer) and Carlos Blanco (Spanish flamenco guitarist). 

Coincidentally, Ahmedabad was declared India’s first World Heritage City in the same week.
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OTHER INSTITUTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Casa de la India, since its inception, has aimed to serve as a platform for collaboration and cooperation 
between institutions to achieve a better understanding of India in Spain and contribute to bilateral 
relations in different areas. As a foundation created by three public institutions, the Republic of India 
through its Embassy in Spain, Valladolid City Council and the University of Valladolid, its institutional 
work is of utmost importance.

VISIT OF THE NEW AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO SPAIN TO VALLADOLID
23	FEBRUARY,	VALLADOLID

The new Ambassador of India to Spain, D. B. Venkatesh Varma, visited Valladolid on 23 February 2017 
along with the Second Secretary (Politics and Culture) of the Embassy of India, Sneha Bahaguna, to see 
the city and Casa de la India. He had the opportunity to hold meetings with the Casa de la India Board 
Members during his visit. The Mayor of Valladolid and President of the Casa de la India Foundation, 
Oscar Puente, received the Ambassador at the Casa Consistorial (City Hall) and during the meeting both 
parties expressed their desire to continue cooperating actively to promote ties between Valladolid and 
India. After this meeting, the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Daniel Miguel showed the 
Ambassador the historical library of the Santa Cruz Palace, seat of the Vice-Chancellor. The visit ended 
at Casa de la India where the Ambassador saw the facilities of the centre’s historic building and learnt 
first-hand about the activities of the foundation.

1.5.	
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF YOGA 
21	JUNE,	ACERA	DE	RECOLETOS,	VALLADOLID

In 2014, India proposed the draft resolution that would establish the International Day of Yoga and 
obtained a record approval of 175 member states of the United Nations General Assembly. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi made the proposal for the first time in his opening speech at the 69th Session of the 
General Assembly. Since then, Casa de la India, with the support of the Embassy of India in Spain and 
Valladolid City Council, has been organising various activities related to the promotion of this millenary 
activity and philosophy to celebrate the International Day of Yoga.

A varied programme of activities was put together to showcase different yoga styles and philosophies 
under the title of Valladolid Yoga Week which was presented at a press conference on 21 June at Casa de 
la India held just prior the Foundation’s Board Meeting. The meeting was attended by the Mayor of 
Valladolid, Óscar Puente, the Ambassador of India to Spain, D.B. Venkatesh Varma, the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University of Valladolid, Daniel Miguel, the Valladolid City Councillor for Culture and Tourism, Ana 
Redondo, the Pro-Vice-chancellor for Internationalization and Linguistic Policy of the University of 
Valladolid, José Ramón González, and the Director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez. 

The events during the third International Day of Yoga itself were organised jointly by Valladolid City 
Council, Casa de la India, the Embassy of India in Spain, local yoga centres Alaya Espacio Yoga, Nadanta 
Crecimiento Creativo, Nadir Centro de Desarrollo, Yoga Style and Yoga en Verano in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy (AYUSH) of the 
Government of India and Qatar Airways. The main event consisted of a yoga master class followed by a 
performance of classical Bharata Natyam dance by Bala Devi.

In the spirit of the Valladolid Yoga Week, free yoga workshops were organised by the participating yoga 
centres and schools in Valladolid. Casa de la India hosted various events during the week, including a 
round table “The Role of Yoga in the West in the XXI Century” with the participation of the yoga teachers 
Rosa Obregón, Raquel Valverde, María Mateos, Felipe García and Carmen de la Fuente; and lectures “The 
Relevance of Sanskrit in Today's World” by Javier Ruiz Calderón, Doctor in Philosophy, specialising in 
Indian thought and philosophy of religion and a “Lecture-workshop on Ayurveda” by Sanjeev Sharma, 
Director of the National Institute of Ayurveda of India.
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CELEBRATION OF INDEPENDENCE DAY OF INDIA 
15	AUGUST,	PARqUE	DE	LA	PAz,	VALLADOLID

As usual on 15 August, Valladolid’s Parque de la Paz witnessed the celebration of the 70th Independence 
Day of India. The Indian community gathered at the park’s sculpture of Mahatma Gandhi to pay homage 
to the Father of the Nation with floral offerings. The Indian community highlighted the principles of non-
violence of Gandhi and paid tribute to all those who gave their lives for the independence of India during 
this event organised by the Indian Cultural Association in Castilla y León. The Association, which 
represents the Indian community in Castilla y León consists mainly of people from the southern state of 
Kerala, organises different cultural activities and provides a support network, not only to its members, 
but also to Indian immigrants arriving in Valladolid.

As a special activity and on the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Independence of India, the 
classical Bharata Natyam Chidambaram Dance Company, sponsored by the Ministry of Culture of India in 
collaboration with the Embassy of India in Spain and Valladolid City Council, performed the show 
Anubhuti - an Experience on 15 August in the Plaza de la India in Valladolid.
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COMMEMORATION OF GANDHI JAYANTI
2	OCTOBER,	PARqUE	DE	LA	PAz,	VALLADOLID

The UN Assembly declared 2 October as the International Day of Non-Violence coinciding with the birth 
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (October 2, 1869). To commemorate this day, members of the Indian 
community of Valladolid and Casa de la India laid a wreath at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi in the 
Parque de la Paz. Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, and Deepti Prakash, Hindi teacher at 
the University of Valladolid (ICCR Hindi Chair), among others, participated in the ceremony alongside 
members of the Indian community.

CASA DE LA INDIA AND THE SPAIN-INDIA COUNCIL FOUNDATION 
Casa de la India has been a board member of the Spain-India Council Foundation since its creation in 
April 2009. With the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, this foundation 
works to promote relations of mutual interest between the civil societies of Spain and India, including 
economic, commercial and business cooperation, as well as other cultural, scientific, civic, educational 
and environmental protection cooperation. As a member of the council, Casa de la India participated in 
two Board Meetings held in 2017, on 28 June and 29 November, in Madrid at its headquarters in the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain.

Among the institutional activities of the Spain-India Council Foundation, the director of Casa de la India 
had the opportunity to attend two working breakfasts organised by the Spain India Council Foundation 
with Indian diplomats: on 7 March with the Ambassador of India to Spain, D. B. Venkatesh Varma, at the 
headquarters of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, and on 16 May at the 
Intercontinental Hotel on the occasion of the visit of Secretary (West) of the Ministry of External Affairs 
of the Government of India, Ruchi Ghanashyam, in an event organised by the Spain-India Council 
Foundation and the Embassy of India in Spain.
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1.6.	

1.6.1.	

SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

GRANTS AND WORK PLACEMENTS AT CASA DE LA INDIA 
Throughout 2017, Casa de la India participated in various scholarship programmes. In order for Casa de 
la India to fully meet the demands and objectives laid out in its statutes, it relies on relies on the various 
grants and work placement programmes offered by differing public administrations. Casa de la India 
Foundation participated in the following programmes in 2017:

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAMME, ENGLISH STUDIES DEGREE UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
This work placement programme was implemented under an agreement with the University of Valladolid 
with the aim of making students aware of the international and multilingual environment of Casa de la 
India - its methods; work techniques and organisation as a complementary experience to their studies. 
Casa de la India hosted three interns in 2017 under this programme. 

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAMME, MASTER IN CULTURAL ECONOMICS AND CULTURAL 
MANAGEMENT, UNIVERSITY OF VALLADOLID
In 2017, one student of the Master in Cultural Economics and Cultural Management of the University of 
Valladolid availed of this work experience programme, which allowed the intern to learn about the 
general functioning of Casa de la India, especially in the cultural area: from the planning of activities 
(music and dance shows, exhibitions, film series, lectures, etc.) to their programming and execution.

SCHOLARSHIPS FROM THE INDIAN COUNCIL FOR CULTURAL RELATIONS (ICCR) OF 
THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
Casa de la India provided information on the scholarships offered by the Government of India through 
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). These scholarships are part of the Cultural Exchange 
Programme between India and Spain for the academic year 2018-2019. These scholarships are aimed at 
Spanish students who wish to pursue graduate or post-graduate studies, as well as research programmes 
in universities and educational institutions in India.

More information regarding the ICCR scholarship programme can be found on its website: 

http://a2ascholarships.iccr.gov.in/

1.6.2.
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CULTURE
One of the Casa de la India Foundation´s main objectives is to promote awareness of the diversity of 
Indian culture in Spain. The richness of Indian culture is reflected in the varied annual cultural programme 
offered which includes exhibitions, film screenings, literature, regular performing arts activities and also 
special events.

In order to implement this cultural programme, Casa de la India has worked closely with its patron 
organisations: the Embassy of India in Spain, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), Valladolid 
City Council and the University of Valladolid as well as with other cultural institutions in Spain, Europe 
and India.

EXHIBITIONS

“FORMS OF DEVOTION: ART AND SPIRITUALITY IN INDIA TODAY” 
13	OCTOBER,	2016	–	15	JANUARY,	2017,	CONDE	DUqUE	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	MADRID
14	OCTOBER,	2016	–	17	JANUARY,	2017,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

“Forms of Devotion” is a multidimensional project conceptualized around the notion of the spiritual and 
devotional side of India, which was brought to Spain under the sponsorship of the ICCR (Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations).

The exhibition included more than 200 original works by different contemporary Indian artists selected 
from more than 1,600 works of the MOSA (Museum of Sacred Arts) collection in Belgium. In “Forms of 
Devotion”, there is a dynamic coexistence of a great variety of styles and artistic traditions that dialogue 
with each other from a modern-day perspective, reflecting the diversity of regions and realities in India 
today and drinking from the same common substratum in exploration of spirituality and the divine.

These original and newly created art works were divided in three sections and paid tribute to the 
creativity and energy of the devotional and spiritual Indian art. The extensive collection, which included 
works of continuity, works more committed to the roots, and other more innovative works, presented a 
classical, tribal, popular, digital, conceptual and modern inspiration and other forms of contemporary art 
in the current multicultural context.

Curated by Sushma K. Bahl, former director of the Department of Art and Culture of the British Council 
of India, and Archana B. Sapra, this exhibition was organised by Casa de la India, the Municipal Foundation 
for Culture of the City of Valladolid and the Conde Duque Cultural Centre of Madrid City Council, in 
collaboration with the Embassy of India, the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations), MOSA (Museum 
of Sacred Art) and Qatar Airways. 

This exhibition formed part of the special celebration programme commemorating 60 years of 
diplomatic relations between Spain and India in 2016, and it was the first time that "Forms of Devotion: 
Art and Spirituality in India Today" was held in Europe after it had been presented in New Delhi, Bangkok 
and Shanghai.

2.	

2.1.	
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“10 YEARS OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA CENTRE”
16	FEBRUARY	–	16	MARCH,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
17	MARCH	–	28	APRIL,	FACULTY	OF	PHILOSOPHY	AND	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
11	MAY	–	1	JUNE,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Casa de la India is housed in an early 20th-century building in Valladolid, at Calle Puente Colgante 13, 
which was inaugurated on 11 November 2006. It is from here that it carries out most of its activities as a 
centre for the promotion of Indian culture in Spain, as well as a platform for relations between both 
countries in the different fields of involvement.

This photographic exhibition “10 Years of the Casa de la India Centre” first inaugurated in 2016 to 
commemorate this anniversary, was later hosted in other venues in 2017. In order to present the history 
of the building and the objectives of the foundation to the university community, the exhibition was first 
held in the Faculty of Commerce, then and Faculty of Philosophy and Arts of the University of Valladolid 
and finally at Casa de la India. The exhibition was created by the Office of the Pro-Vice-chancellor for 
Internationalization and Linguistic Policy of the University of Valladolid and was organised by the 
University of Valladolid School of Architecture and Casa de la India. It was divided into two sections: one 
dedicated to the refurbishment of the building to turn it into the Casa de la India centre, a project carried 
out by a team of architects comprising Julio Grijalba, Alberto Grijalba, Paloma Gil, Eduardo Carazo and 
Víctor J. Ruiz; and another section on the Casa de la India Foundation: the institution, objectives, cultural 
activities (music, dance, exhibitions), etc.

Casa de la India - Guillermo Rodríguez Martín and David Rodríguez Gómez – and the University of 
Valladolid - Alberto Grijalba Bengoetxea and Julio Grijalba Bengoetxea – jointly curated this exhibition. 
The design and production of the exhibition was undertaken by Marta López Miguélez and Laura 
Borreguero Sánchez. Photographic credit goes to Ricardo Otazo, Chuchi Guerra, Juan Carlos Quindós de 
la Fuente, Nacho Carretero, Loreto Hernandez and Jesus Menéndez.
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“INDIA THROUGH MY PAINTINGS”
8	JUNE	–	10	JULY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

Through printing, collage, acrylics and sprays, the artist Rous Laveda gave us a forceful glimpse of 
Indian culture. In India the joy of life is expressed in bright colours and their spirituality through gods and 
mandalas. For Rous Laveda, seeing and feeling the culture of India is an exciting experience, and 
capturing it on a canvas becomes a challenge. On her second trip to New Delhi as a collaborator of the 
NGO Streets of India, Rous Laveda was able to see the non-touristy side, full of images, smells and 
emotions. She has tried to transmit all that passion in her work. The strength for survival through a look.

“INDIA AND ITS RITUALS”
29	-	30	NOVEMBER,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

This exhibition offered an introduction to India through objects that are typical and very common in 
India. It showed Indian handicrafts, textile and household items provided by Hindi students coordinated 
by the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) Hindi Chair through Hindi language teacher Deepti 
Prakash.
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CINEMA

FILM CYCLES
MUSAINDIA CULTURAL FESTIVAL SUMMER FILM CYCLE
3	-	31	AUGUST,	MUSEO	DE	LA	NATURALEzA	Y	EL	HOMBRE,	SANTA	CRUz	DE	TENERIFE,	CANARY	ISLANDS	

The Museo de la Naturaleza y el Hombre (Museum of Nature and Man) of Santa Cruz de Tenerife 
proposed “An Introduction to India” as component of the fifth edition of its summer cinema programme. 
The film cycle was organised in collaboration with the Filmoteca Canaria, Casa de la India, Eros 
International, Excel Entertainment and Radio Club Tenerife, as well as with the help and advice of 
members and groups of the local Indian community itself. The series comprised the following films: Dil 
Dhadakne Do, Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara, Luck By Chance, Deool and Dhobi Ghat. 

DIL DHADAKNE DO
3	AUGUST	 

Zoya Akhtar / 2015 / Hindi with Spanish subtitles/ 170 min 

Dil Dhadakne do (Let your heart beat) tells the story of a dysfunctional Punjabi family which invites its family 
and friends to a ten-day Mediterranean cruise to celebrate the parents’ 30th wedding anniversary.

ZINDAGI NA  MILEGI DOBARA
10	AUGUST

Zoya Akhtar / 2011 / Hindi with Spanish subtitles/ 153 min

Zindagi Na Milegi Dobara (You live only once), a road movie set in Spain that had a great impact in India, with 
seventy million viewers and numerous awards. The failed plan of three friends to travel to Spain during their 
university years becomes reality years later when one of them has wedding plans. This apparently normal 
vacation will end up changing the lives of these three men.  

2.2.	

2.2.1.	
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LUCK BY CHANCE 
17	AUGUST

Zoya Akhtar / 2009 / Hindi with Spanish subtitles / 156 min

A film about a journey of an actor who arrives in Mumbai to become a movie star, this romantic comedy, 
seasoned with music and dance, tells of what it takes to become a famous actor among the thousands of 
aspirants who come to Bollywood every year in a funny and sarcastic way. 

DEOOL (EL TEMPLO)
24	AUGUST

Umesh Vinayak Kulkarni / 2011 / Marathi with Spanish subtitles / 135 min

Keshya, a simple villager, believes that God has reached his people, although few believe it. However when 
politics comes into play, things change drastically. The film is about the effect of globalization on the small 
cities of India and the terrible state of Indian villages, against a political backdrop. 	

DHOBI GHAT
31	AUGUST

Kiran Rao / 2011 / Hindi with Spanish subtitles / 102 min 

In the populous city of Bombay, four people separated by the borders of language and social class converge 
in a network of intense relationships. Shai, a rich executive who has taken a sabbatical period, starts an 
unusual friendship with Munna, a dhobi or washer man who dreams of becoming a Bollywood actor. On the 
other hand, Shai has a flirtation with Arun, a lonely painter to whom she feels strongly attracted. As the 
relationship between Shai and Munna deepens, Arun discovers Yasmin, a young housewife whose secrets 
disarm the painter.

INDIAN AUTEUR CINEMA CYCLE
16	–	18	AUGUST,	AULA	MERGELINA,	FACULTY	OF	LAW,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

Within the framework of the 54th Cinematography Course of the University of Valladolid and with the 
collaboration of Casa de la India and Air India, the following series of films, selected and presented by the 
writer and director Latika Padgaonkar, was screened at the Mergelina hall of the University of Valladolid..

DEOOL (EL TEMPLO)
16	AUGUST 
Dir. Umesh Vinayak Kulkarni / 2011 / Marathi with Spanish subtitles /135 min

Keshya, a simple villager, believes that God has reached his people, although few believe it. However when 
politics comes into play, things change drastically. The film is about the effect of globalization on the small 
cities of India and the terrible state of Indian villages, against a political backdrop. 

OTTAL (LA TRAMPA)
17	AUGUST 
Dir. Jayaraj Rajasekharan Nair / 2015 / Malayalam with Spanish subtitles / 81 min

Adaptation of the tale "Vanka" by Anton Chekhov to a present day small town in south India, where the 
story of Kuttappayi, a child, and his relationship with his grandfather, the only relative that remains alive is 
told. Kuttappayi does not want more than to be able to go to school. Unfortunately, his dreams are 
shattered by the cruel reality of a world marked by poverty and the total absence of equal opportunities. A 
destination shared by millions of children around the world. 

SANKHACHIL (SIN LÍMITES)
18	AUGUST	 
Dir. Goutam Ghose / 2016 / Bengali with Spanish subtitles /135 min

Based at the time of Partition, Sankhachil tells the story of the life and struggle of a simple couple 
from a village in Bangladesh that travels to Taki in order to seek treatment for their sick daughter.
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OTHER SCREENINGS 
DHOBI GHAT
9	FEBRUARY,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE	OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
16	FEBRUARY,	CíRCULO	DE	BELLAS	ARTES,	MADRID

Dir. Kiran Rao / 2011 / Hindi with Spanish subtitles /102 min 

In the populous city of Bombay, four people separated by the borders of language and social class converge 
in a network of intense relationships. Shai, a rich executive who has taken a sabbatical period, starts an 
unusual friendship with Munna, a dhobi or washer man who dreams of becoming a Bollywood actor. On the 
other hand, Shai has a flirtation with Arun, a lonely painter to whom she feels strongly attracted. As the 
relationship between Shai and Munna deepens, Arun discovers Yasmin, a young housewife whose secrets 
disarm the painter. 

PRESENTATION OF THE DOCUMENTARY KA: INDIA AND NEPAL
21	MARCH,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

During the fifth edition of the European Day of Artistic Creativity, Casa de la India organised a meeting with 
the artistic collective Ka, whose members recounted their experience of painting murals in India and 
presented the documentary of the Mural Project Ka: India and Nepal.

The Ka collective is made up by: Ignacio Nevado, Iván Prado, Bruno Alonso, Lucas Galván, Alberto Maciá 
and Javier Carrera.

 

RABINDRANATH TAGORE MEMORIAL: "TAGORE IN INDIAN CINEMA"
7	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

To commemorate the birth anniversary of the writer, musician, educator and painter Rabindranath 
Tagore and during the 50th edition of the Valladolid Book Fair, a lecture and with screening session 
entitled “Tagore in Indian cinema” was given by the writer and film director Sangeeta Datta.

Writer, filmmaker and film historian, Sangeeta Datta promotes the South Asian arts in the United 
Kingdom. Her film Life Goes On has been produced by Stormglass Productions. She writes and directs 
for theatre and one of her last productions was Gitanjali, a tribute to Rabindranath Tagore. She has 
directed documentaries (The Way I See It, In Search of Durga and Working with Worries) and short films 
(Letter from an Ordinary Girl); she was associate director of Brick Lane (feature film from the UK) and 
has collaborated extensively with film director Rituparno Ghosh in films such as Chokher Bali, Raincoat, 
Antarmahal and The Last Lear.

2.2.2.	
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PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
ODISSI AND CHHAU DANCE: RANJANA GAUHAR GROUP 
25	JANUARY,	LAVA	THEATRE,	VALLADOLID
27	JANUARY,	AUDITORIO	DE	LEóN,	LEóN

The dance group led by the famous dancer and choreographer Ranjana Gauhar, and sponsored by the 
ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) brought the magnificent production Nal Damyanti to Spain, a 
dance-theatre performance in the Odissi and Chhau styles based on the story of Nal and Damyanti of the 
Mahabharat.

Indian culture has always been influenced by epics of social and moral relevance, popular folklore, tales 
and mythological legends and, over the centuries, these stories have become the inspiration and 
instrument for creating a balanced society.

An example of these mythological tales is Nal-Damyanti. Nal and Damyanti belonged to a class above 
mortals, but below divine beings. The story tells the story of King Nal, who was known for his kindness. 
King Nal was sad because he longed to have someone by his side, a person who would make him happy. 
One day a beautiful swan appeared to rescue the king. The swan asked why the king was sad, and when 
he learned the reason he returned to the beautiful Princess Damyanti to tell her what had happened. 
Although Nal and Damyanti were far apart, the swan, playing the role of Cupid, managed to unite them.

Ranjana Gauhar is one of the global exponents of Indian classical dance. Dancer of the popular dance 
tradition Odissi, Ranjana Gauhar has many interests including theatre, painting and choreography. She 
received the prestigious Padmashree Award in 2003 for her continuous work in the field of Odissi dance. 
She also received the national Sangeet Natak Akademi Award from the President of India in 2007; the 
Indira Gandhi Priyadarshini Prize and the Mahari Prize in 2007, among other awards. 

2.3.	

2.3.1.	
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DANCE AND POETRY: "WHEN MIRRORS ARE WINDOWS". PERFORMANCE BASED ON TEXTS FROM 
A.K. RAMANUJAN
16	MARCH,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
20	APRIL,	RESIDENCE	OF	THE	AMBASSADOR	OF	INDIA	IN	SPAIN,	MADRID
20	MAY,	NEHRU	CENTRE,	LONDON

Coinciding with the birth anniversary of the Indian poet, essayist, translator and academic A.K. 
Ramanujan (16 March, 1929), Casa de la India hosted a dance and poetry performance based on the 
poetry and diaries of A.K. Ramanujan by Monica de la Fuente, dancer and choreographer, and Guillermo 
Rodríguez, author of When Mirrors are Windows: A View of A.K. Ramanujan's Poetics (Oxford University 
Press, 2016).

The same performance was repeated in London, at the Nehru Centre in London, and in Madrid, at the 
residence of the Ambassador of India following a presentation of the book by the philosopher and 
essayist Juan Arnau, the poet Carlos Aganzo and the author of the book, Guillermo Rodríguez. Indian 
author Farrukh Dhondy participated in the presentation that was held at the of the ICCR’s Nehru Centre 
in London.

MANDOLIN AND TABLA CONCERT: SUGATO BHADURI AND VIKAS TRIPATHI
19	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
20	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

As part of the activities to celebrate the International Museum Day and the European Night of Museums, 
a concert by the mandolin maestro Sugato Bhaduri accompanied by tabla player Vikas Tripathi was held.

Sugato Bhaduri is one of the most popular mandolinists in India. The intense and bright sound of the 
mandolin evokes tones of vina, sarod and sitar. Sugato Bhaduri has performed throughout India at 
various festivals and concerts and has performed at prestigious international music concerts and 
festivals throughout Europe: United Kingdom, Germany, Italy, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium, Holland, 
France, Switzerland, Spain, Portugal, Austria and Croatia. He has participated in the Eurofestival 
Zupfmusik in Bamberg, Germany, as well as in the Poussiere Du Monde Festival, Genoa, Switzerland. He 
has also represented India at the International Silk Road Music Festival.
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BHARATA NATYAM DANCE: BALA DEVI
21	JUNE,	ACERA	DE	RECOLETOS,	VALLADOLID

As part of the celebrations for the International Day of Yoga, a performance by Bharata Natyam dancer 
Bala Devi was held at the Acera de Recoletas in Valladolid. Bala Devi represented the dance The Divine 
Shakti that reveals the concept of energy and vitality of the divine yoga that resides in each one of us as 
consciousness and wisdom.

Bala Devi is a Bharata Natyam dancer and has received numerous awards and recognitions. She has 
performed at venues around the world: London, Madrid, Berlin, Riga, Delhi, Dubai, New York, Paris, Abu 
Dhabi, Cleveland, Washington, Budapest, Prague, Singapore, etc.

BHARATA NATYAM DANCE: CHIDAMBARAM GROUP
15	AUGUST,	PLAzA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
18	AUGUST,	MUSEO	DE	LA	NATURALEzA	Y	EL	HOMBRE,	SANTA	CRUz	DE	TENERIFE

On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of the Independence of India (1947), the classical Bharata Natyam 
dance group Chidambaram, performed the show Anubhuti - an Experience in Valladolid and Tenerife.

The Chidambaram Dance Company is the professional repertory of the Chidambaram Academy of 
Performing Arts and is composed of professional dancers and teachers, all moulded by the legendary 
teacher, dancer and choreographer Chitra Visweswaran.

The company has presented its excellent productions at the most important festivals in India and has 
performed in the United Kingdom, the United States, Australia, France, Germany, Luxembourg, Malaysia, 
Singapore, Sri Lanka, the United Arab Emirates and the Middle East.

 

SITAR CONCERT AND BHARATA NATYAM DANCE: SUBRATA DE AND VEENA C.S.
10	NOVEMBER,	ESPACIO	RONDA,	MADRID

By Subrata De and Veena C.S., in collaboration with Espacio Ronda and Casa de la India.

Subrata De began learning sitar at the young age of seven, honing his skills in the Bishnupur Gharana style. 
He is currently one of India's most promising sitarists and an exceptional ambassador of Indian classical 
culture throughout the world. His recent collaborative projects with world musicians include the dance and 
music production for Spanish filmmaker Carlos Saura Flamenco India. He has performed in more than 35 
countries participating in different festivals either as soloist or accompanying great dancers such as Sonal 
Mansingh or Ranjana Gauhar. He has recorded more than twenty albums. In 2000, he created the 
Swaranjali Institute to promote young talents of Indian classical music. Subrata De has received several 
national awards for his work, including the National Scholarship of the Ministry of Human Resource 
Development of the Government of India.
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For Veena C.S., dance is an external manifestation of an internal journey. Veena C.S. started learning music, 
dance and drama at the early age of seven. Her passion for dance led her to study at the well-known 
Kalakshetra School of Art in Chennai. Under the tutelage of Guru Minal Prabhu (Bangalore) and Guru 
Jayalakshmi Eshwar (New Delhi) and after obtaining the highest marks in her postgraduate course, she 
took the decision to enter the world of Bharata Natyam. She has carved a niche as an interpreter, 
choreographer and teacher with great success. Her dance is a spontaneous expression of powerful 
emotions filled with the deep knowledge of dance. She is a teacher of improvisation, and also has the rare 
ability to interpret traditional classical themes in an original way. Over the years, she has performed as a 
soloist at national and international levels on numerous occasions.

BHARATA NATYAM DANCE: VEENA C.S.
11	NOVEMBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Coinciding with the eleventh anniversary of the Casa de la India centre, a dance performance was given 
by Veena C.S., one of the great exponents of Bharata Natyam in the purest Kalasakshetra style.

VOICES OF INDIAN WOMEN CYCLE 
This series of concerts and lectures by Indian vocalists of various genres, enabled us enjoy some of the 
best voices of Indian artists today as well as to learn about the contribution of singers in the history of 
Indian music.

AMRIT KAUR LOHIA 
13	MAY,	TEATRO	zORRILLA	(ExPERIMENTAL	HALL),	VALLADOLID

During the 50th edition of the Valladolid Book Fair, the Voices of Indian Women cycle began with a 
concert by Amrit Kaur Lohia, sarangi player and Punjabi folk, jazz and soul singer. The concert was 
organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the Valladolid Book Fair and the Zorrilla Theatre.

2.3.2.	
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Born in Tottenham and raised in Edmonton (London, United Kingdom), Amrit Kaur Lohia has toured 
internationally as an interpreter, composer and teacher. She also specialised as a theatre director at the 
Young Vic Theatre (London) and was the musical director of Tales of 1947. She has performed at the 
Jaipur Literature Festival in India, London and the United States, at the Embassy of India in Washington 
DC, the Polish Jazz Festival, TEDxSOAS in London and BBC Radio, among others.

VIDYA SHAH
29	NOVEMBER,	FACULTY	OF	LAW	AUDITORIUM,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
1	DECEMBER,	ALBéITAR	THEATER,	LEóN
2	DECEMBER,	REPLIKA	THEATRE,	MADRID

Vidya Shah’s tour of Spain was organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the ICCR (Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations), Centro Buendía of the University of Valladolid, University of León, Réplika 
Theatre and Diwali Restaurant in Madrid.

Vidya Shah is a singer from New Delhi, India. Initially trained in Carnatic music, a genre typical of South 
India, she later trained in Khayal (by Shubha Mudgal and Mujahid Hussain Khan), and in Thumri, Dadra 
and Ghazal (by Shanti Hiranand), genres from the north of India. She has performed at many forums, 
both national and international, including Tansen Samaroh of Gwalior, Kennedy Center of Washington 
D.C., Asia Society of New York and Bode Museum of Berlin. Vidya Shah organises workshops on music 
and spiritual traditions of Indian music. She has written about music for a variety of editorials and has 
contributed to the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Known as a popular performer and a prolific songwriter, 
Vidya Shah has won the Charles Wallace Award for her project Women on Record, which highlights the 
contributions of female performers in the gramophone era.
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Vocalist Vidya Shah was accompanied by Amar Sangam Das on guitar and mandolin, Javed Hussain on 
keyboards, Prakash Kumar Thakur on tabla, Satish Kumar Solanki on the dholak and daffli, and Parthiv 
Shah was the video and sound director.

Vidya Shah also gave a lecture “Women on Record” with her group, in which she highlighted the 
contributions of female interpreters in the era of the gramophone.

CULTURAL OLYMPIAD OF INDIAN PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC
23	–	25	NOVEMBER,	CúPULA	DEL	MILENIO,	VALLADOLID

The Cultural Olympiad of Indian Performing Arts and Music is a cultural event organised by the NGO Akhil 
Bharatiya Sanskrutik Sangh (ABSS) based in Pune, India, and sponsored by UNESCO, which annually 
attracts hundreds of Indian students and young artists in a national contest in which the best dance and 
music schools compete in the most diverse styles of performing arts of the country.

On this occasion, the last phase of this Cultural Olympiad, with more than a hundred performances and 
more than two hundred and fifty people from India, was held at the Cúpula del Milenio in Valladolid. It was 
a unique experience including some open days, which allowed the general public to experience the artistic 
performances and interact with local artists.

2.3.3.	

The inauguration of the Cultural Olympiad, preceded by the ritual puja, lighting of the lamp, and a dance 
performance, was attended by Ana Redondo, Councillor for Culture and Tourism of Valladolid City Council, 
Daniel Miguel, Rector of the University of Valladolid and Vice President of Casa de la India, Sneha 
Bahuguna, Second Secretary (Politics and Culture) of the Embassy of India, Guillermo Rodríguez, Director 
of Casa de la India, the famous musician Madhup Mudgal, Krishnakumar Kunjappan, Spain Duty Manager 
for Air India , and Ratna Wagh, President of ABSS, organiser of the Olympiad, who showed her gratitude 
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and congratulated these personalities. Ambassador of India to Spain, Venkatesh Varma, attending the first 
day’s events and greeting the participants was thanked by the organisation.

The Cultural Olympiad promotes cultural exchange through art, cultural diversity and tourism. In 2017, the 
national competition held in Pune saw more than two thousand performances with around eight thousand 
participating artists. The winners presented their performances in their different artistic disciplines in 
Valladolid, which became the first European city to host the finals of this Cultural Olympiad. Previous 
editions had taken place in Hua Hin (Thailand), Singapore, Dubai (United Arab Emirates), Malaysia, Bangkok 
(Thailand) and Colombo (Sri Lanka).

The Olympiad included different styles of classical dance, regional dances, free and modern styles, fusion, 
etc., and the participants were divided into age categories: Children (8-12 years), Junior (13-16 years), 
Senior (17-22 years), and Open (above 22 years).

The music and dance contests were held for two days came to an end with a special gala of music and 
dance performances by the finalists of the different disciplines and the awards ceremony open to the 
public.

The seventh edition of the Cultural Olympiad of Indian Performing Arts and Music was organised by ABSS 
Global Council of Art & Culture with the support of the Valladolid City Council and Casa de la India, in 
collaboration with the University of Valladolid, the Junta de Castilla y León, Air India and Qatar Airways.

The artists, along with their companions and teachers, interacted with local artists from Valladolid and 
students from professional performing arts schools as well as students and professors of the University of 
Valladolid. The Indian participants attended a rehearsal of the OSCYL (Castilla y León Symphony Orchestra) 
and a class at the Professional School of Dance of Castilla y León, thus seeing first hand the performing 
arts and various dance styles that are taught in Spain, and so encouraging a dialogue between the young 
dancers from India and artists and students from Valladolid and Castilla y León.
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PROGRAMME 
DANCE AND MUSIC PERFORMANCES 
23	&	24	NOVEMBER.	CúPULA	DEL	MILENIO	

Dance and music performances by the participants of the Cultural Olympiad.

JAM SESSION 
23	NOVEMBER.	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

Indian and Spanish artists improvise together.

MASTERCLASS BY MUDGAL MADHUP
24	NOVEMBER.	LIBRARY	OF	THE	VALLADOLID	CONSERVATORY	OF	MUSIC	

An introduction to Indian classical music by one of the great maestros, the Indian singer and composer 

Madhup Mudgal..
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SPECIAL MUSIC AND DANCE GALA
25	NOVEMBER,	CúPULA	DEL	MILENIO

Music and dance gala by the finalists of the different disciplines of the Olympiad, open to the public.

AWARD CEREMONY
25	NOVEMBER.	FERIA	DE	MUESTRAS	VALLADOLID

The award ceremony took place during Valladolid’s INTUR fair (International Internal Tourism Trade Fair) 
with a solo Odissi Dance presentation by the gold medal winner in the category.

The gold medal winners in the Kathak category also gave a dance performance.

OTHER PERFORMANCES

END OF YEAR PERFORMANCE BY KALASANGAM DANCE STUDENTS
16	JUNE,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

The Bharata Natyam dance students of the 2016/17 course of Casa de la India’s Permanent Performing 
Arts Seminar, Kalasangam, gave their traditional end-of-year performance.

VALLADOLID-AHMEDABAD FRIENDSHIP CONCERT 
3	JULY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	GARDEN,	VALLADOLID	

To celebrate the signing of twinning agreement between the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad, an 
evening reception was held at Casa de la India with a concert by Indian musician Vipul Trivedi from 
Ahmedabad (voice and harmonium) and the Spanish musicians José Salinas (singer) and Carlos Blanco 
(guitar). The Mayor of Valladolid, Óscar Puente and the Mayor of Ahmedabad, Gautam Shah, as well as 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Daniel Miguel and other authorities and special 
guests attended the concert.

The singer Vipul Trivedi performed (voice and harmonium) the same day in the morning in the Mayor´s 
office during the cocktail celebration of the signing of twinning agreement.

Vipul Trivedi is a famous singer and sitarist from the city of Ahmedabad although he usually accompanies 
his voice with the harmonium. He has been working in the world of music since 1984 and has performed 
in more than 40 countries. He has also been named the best singer at various international festivals.

José Salinas is a singer and percussionist, born in Almeria and settled in Valladolid. He has worked 
tablaos (flamenco stage sets) such as Casa Patas, Las Carboneras; Café de Chinitas, Corral de la Morería, 
Las Tablas and has collaborated in various recordings with artists such as El Torta, Miriam Méndez, Salva 
del Real and Silvia Marín.

2.3.4.	
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Carlos Blanco is a classical and flamenco guitarist. He plays different styles such as rock, pop, folk fusion, 
flamenco dance companies, and has performed with flamenco singers and also as a soloist. He has 
toured India, Brazil, Japan, France, Portugal, Germany, Ukraine, Costa Rica and Spain. He has been 
awarded, among others, the Best Musician award at the International Folk Festival of Caldas da Rainha 
(Lisbon).

RASA Y DUENDE: LORCA, FLAMENCO AND THE PERFORMING ARTS OF INDIA
1	SEPTEMBER,	MUSEO	DE	LA	NATURALEzA	Y	EL	HOMBRE,	SANTA	CRUz	DE	TENERIFE
4	NOVEMBER,	CASA	DE	CULTURA,	VILLANUBLA	(VALLADOLID)
18	NOVEMBER,	CASAS	DEL	TRATADO,	TORDESILLAS	(VALLADOLID)

Inspired by Poema de cante jondo (Poem of the Deep Song) by Federico García Lorca.

Rasa refers to the nine basic emotions common to all human beings in the classic aesthetics of India. The 
artistic expression of these emotions creates an aesthetic space where it is possible to experience art 
beyond cultural borders, because it reaches transcendence, also called duende in the words of Lorca. 

Dance, music and theatre show inspired by Lorca’s poems of the Cante Jondo where the experience of 
singing is explored and in turn becomes image, sound and movement. An exploration of the relationship 
between the poetic image, the primitive and stylized sound of flamenco and the dance inspired by 
contemporary languages of India and Spain. These languages have dialogue with each other and delve 
into the true meaning of the movement in which, according to Lorca, "the duende operates on the body 
as air on the sand."
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Performance credits: Staging and choreography: Monica de la Fuente. Musical compositions: José 
Salinas, Carlos Blanco. Costume design and production: Teresa Revenga. Lighting design: Juan Ignacio 
Arteagabeitia (Atila). Performers: Mónica de la Fuente, dance; José Salinas, cante, percussions, sound 
spaces; Carlos Blanco, classical, flamenco and electric guitar; Guest artist Subrata De, sitar. Produced by: 
Compañia Monica de la Fuente.
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BOOK PRESENTATIONS

WHEN MIRRORS ARE WINDOWS: A VIEW OF A.K. RAMANUJAN’S POETICS BY GUILLERMO 
RODRÍGUEZ
16	MARCH,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID
20	APRIL,	RESIDENCE	OF	THE	AMBASSADOR	OF	INDIA	TO	SPAIN,	MADRID
3	MAY,	CASA	ASIA,	BARCELONA

When Mirrors Are Windows: A View of A.K. Ramanujan`s Poetics (Oxford University Press, 2016) is a 
monographic study on the most prominent Indian poet, translator, folklorist and essayist of the second 
half of the 20th century, A.K. Ramanujan (1929-1993). The book is an exploration of his poetic and 
aesthetic thinking from a multidisciplinary and intercultural perspective. It also investigates prose, 
diaries and unpublished and hitherto unpublished poems for the first time. It is based on the 2006 
doctoral thesis of Guillermo Rodríguez titled The Aesthetic and Poetic Thought of A.K. Ramanujan (1929-
1993) and supervised by Dr. Pilar Abad (University of Valladolid, Spain) and Dr. S. Murali (University of 
Kerala, India). It is the result of pioneering research on the life and work of this contemporary author 
carried out over more than ten years in South India and at the University of Chicago (USA), where A.K. 
Ramanujan, multidisciplinary author born in Mysore, South India, resided since 1959 occupying 
important academic positions such as the main exponent of the Dravidian studies (classic literature and 
medieval mystic literature of the South of India).

In Spain, the poet and folklorist A.K. Ramanujan, known in India and the USA for his famous translations 
of classical and medieval Hindu poetry, was made famous thanks to the publication of his Cuentos de la 
India (Folktales from India) published by Siruela in 2005.

2.4.

2.4.1.
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LA EMBAJADORA BY PILAR TENA
30	MARCH,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

The writer Pilar Tena presented her novel La Embajadora, (The Ambassador) published by Roca Editorial, 
at Casa de la India.

The novel tells of a new ambassador from India who presents her credentials to the King of Spain at the 
Royal Palace in Madrid. Malah Singh, the daughter of a Maharaja, is an attractive and intelligent woman, 
who hides a secret behind her seemingly seamless security. In Asturias, where she spends a few days on 
vacation, Diego, who shares this hidden episode of her life, is startled to find an interview of her in the 
press. The supposedly buried dark past that unites Diego and Malah unexpectedly returns to alter his 
present.

Intrigue, adventure, crime, romance and power are combined in a novel that shows us an exclusive and 
different world that takes us from the cosmopolitan life of embassies to the exoticism of India. A novel 
about the contradictions of the human soul and the games that destiny imposes on us.

 

SAGRADA BENARÉS, SANTA VARANASI BY RAMÓN RODRÍGUEZ LLERA
28	SEPTEMBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID		

Presentation of the book Sagrada Benares, Santa Varanasi (Sacred Benares, Holy Varanasi) (University 
of Valladolid, 2017) by Ramón Rodríguez Llera, author of the book, Darío Álvarez, director of the 
School of Architecture of the University of Valladolid, María José Sáez Brezmes, professor of Didactics 
and Experimental Sciences of the University of Valladolid, and Guillermo Rodríguez, director of Casa 
de la India.

Benares, Varanasi, Kashi, older than the story that tells it, which is immemorial, held in an extended 
period of existence that equates it in ancestry with Jerusalem, Athens or Beijing. An ancient living 
city, never abandoned by its inhabitants despite the ravages of floods, invasions, and fanatical 
conquests. A spiritual emporium rich in gods, temples, idols and superstitions, because it is a thirta, a 
pure and powerful place, the threshold between heaven and earth, between "this shore" and "the 
other shore"; magnificent scenery associated with the great myths, legends, heroes and gods of India 
and their corresponding hierophanies. The particular position of Benares, its complex symbolic 
geography, the relationship with the powerful and sacred river par excellence, the Ganges, for 
centuries has determined the life of the city, has filled it with a unique energy that permeates and 
crosses it, condensing itself in its culture, its monuments and the peculiarities of the urban landscape.

ENCUENTROS CULTURALES INDO-ESPAÑOLES (1956-2016) IMPACTOS Y VISIONES
17	DE	NOVIEMBRE,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

Presentation of the book Encuentros Culturales Indo-Españoles (1956-2016) (Indo – Spanish Cultural 
Encounters, 1956-2016, Impact and visions) by Gonçal López Nadal, one of the book's editors and authors, 
researcher, doctor and professor of Economic History at the University of the Balearic Islands, and 
Guillermo Rodríguez, another of the authors, as well as writer and director of Casa de la India. The book, 
edited by Gonçal López Nadal and Anil Dhingra (Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi) was published 
by the Jawaharlal Nehru University of New Delhi to mark the 60th anniversary of the establishment of 
diplomatic relations between Spain and India.
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The major Hispanic specialists of India have contributed to this book. It is a compilation volume of diverse 
articles and works- thirty-five in total- centred on the cultural relations between India and Spain over the 
last six decades. The wide variety of topics that are included is a good example of the vitality of these 
relationships in fields as diverse as the influence of one country on the fiction of the other, comparative 
literature and the translation of ancient and modern texts in both directions, as well as other areas ad 
latere such as economy, tourism, sports, yoga, etc. Rudyard Kipling, with his famous phrase "East is East, 
West is West and never the twain shall meet", was radically wrong as per our understanding. Historical 
and philological studies are discovering and acknowledging greater contact between both cultures in past 
years, and the present is full of links, relations and Hispanic-Indo convergences. Some of the most 
outstanding Indologists and specialists, at the same time Indophiles, participated in the writing of the 
book. Exquisite poets such as Jesús Aguado or Verónica Aranda can be highlighted, as can Hispanists 
such as Sonya Surabhi Gupta or Abdul Majid Padar and Indologists such as Óscar Pujol Riambau or Rafael 
Iruzubieta Fernández, as well as many others of great academic or artistic merit.

“II SPAIN INDIA WRITERS MEETING”
25-28	MARCH,	DELHI	AND	TIJARA	FORT	

The second edition of the “Spain India Writers Meeting” was held in Delhi and Tijara Fort with the 
participation of the Spanish poets Aurora Luque, Menchu Gutiérrez, Nuria Barrios, Guillermo Rodríguez 
and the dancer Monica de la Fuente, and the Indian writers Aman Nath, Anamika, Esther Syiem, Malashri 
Lal, Namita Gokhale and Nirupama Dutt. This second edition was organised by Teamwork Arts in 
collaboration with AC/E Acción Cultural Española, Casa de la India and the Instituto Cervantes.

The objective of this project is to promote contemporary Spanish authors and Spanish literary traditions 
by organising a series of events in Delhi (Sahitya Akademi, Instituto Cervantes, Habitat Centre) and Tijara 
Fort, including talks, poetry recitals and presentations, and a poetry translation workshop with the 
participation of writers, translators and experts.

The conversations among the contemporary Spanish poets and Indian authors focused on contemporary 
Spanish poetry and the influence of Spanish mystic poetry today, as well as on its similarities with Indian 
mystic poetry and contemporary Indian poets that have been influenced by the mystical poetic traditions.

The project “Spain India Writers Meeting” was created in 2015 with the objective of introducing Spanish 
writers into India and contemporary Indian authors into the world of Spanish literature.

The first edition of the “Spain India Writers Meeting” in India, sponsored by AC/E Acción Cultural Española, 
Indo Hispanic Society, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Sahitya Akademi, Instituto Cervantes, Visva Bharati 
University and the Calcutta Book Fair, took place in Delhi, Calcutta and Santiniketan. The Spanish 
participants included the poets Carlos Aganzo, Fermín Herrero, José María Muñoz Quirós, Jesús Aguado 
and the musician Amancio Prada.

This first edition led to a return visit by Indian writers to Spain to participate in a translation workshop 
organised by the Spanish philologists and poets, which was held in Soria during Expoesía Book Fair 2015. 
The Indian poets were H.S. Shivaprakash (Kannada), Ranjit Hoskote (English), Subhro Bandopadhyay 
(Bengali), Suresh Dhingra (Hindi) and K. Satchidanandan (Malayalam). The Indian group, promoted by the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) in collaboration with other institutions such as the Embassy of 
India in Spain, Casa de la India, Soria City Council, Avila City Council and Segovia City Council, also offered 
recitals in Madrid, Soria, Ávila and Segovia.

PARTICIPACIÓN EN EL FESTIVAL DE LITERATURA DE JAIPUR (JAIPUR 

2.4.2.
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PARTICIPATION IN THE JAIPUR LITERATURE FESTIVAL 
19	–	23	JANUARY,	DIGGI	PALACE,	JAIPUR

The annual Jaipur Literature Festival has become one of the main attractions for book lovers throughout 
India. Founded in 2006 by William Dalrymple (eminent Scottish historian and author) and Namita Gokhale 
(prestigious Indian author), the fair already has the unique distinction of being the largest free literary 
festival in the world. In its 2017 edition, the writer and director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez and 
David Rodríguez of Casa de la India, participated in different round tables.

ROUND TABLE: “MAHASWETA DEVI AND RABINDRANATH TAGORE IN TRANSLATION: A CASE 
STUDY IN LITERARY EXCHANGE” 
19	JANUARY,	DIGGI	PALACE

Guillermo Rodríguez, Radha Chakravarty, Reba Som, Sujata Sen and Nirmal Kanti Bhattacharjee 
participated in the session "Mahasweta Devi and Rabindranath Tagore in translation: A Case Sstudy in 
Literary Exchange" and focused on the multiple translations of the works of the great Bengali writers 
Rabindranath Tagore and Mahasweta Devi and their impact on foreign readers.

ROUND TABLE: “MARKS OF IDENTITY: THE ROMANCE OF SPANISH”
19	JANUARY,	DURBAR	HALL

In this round table "Marks of Identity: the Romance of Spanish", writers Javier Montes, Marcos Giralt 
Torrente, Marina Perezagua, Sheila Cremaschi and Guillermo Rodríguez talked about the splendours 
of the Spanish language and the rich legacy of its creative heritage that includes the great romantic 
traditions and the works of Cervantes, as well as the contemporaries García Lorca, Borges, Neruda, 
Octavio Paz, Cela, García Márquez and Vargas Llosa.

ROUND TABLE: "I RESEMBLE EVERYONE BUT MYSELF": UNDERSTANDING A.K. RAMANUJAN 
20	JANUARY,	DURBAR	HALL

Guillermo Rodríguez was in conversation with Philip A. Lutgendorf and Arshia Sattar in the round table 
titled “I Resemble Everyone but Myself: Understanding A.K. Ramanujan”.

The deep and prolific output of A.K. Ramanujan has influenced the literary instincts of generations of 
Indian readers and scholars. Poet, scholar, philologist, folklorist and translator, he transformed the Indian 
way of seeing. Guillermo Rodríguez, author of When Mirrors Are Windows: A View of A.K. Ramanujan's 
Poetics, examined his legacy in conversation with Arshia Sattar and Philip A. Lutgendorf.

2.4.3.	
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ROUND TABLE: PRESENTATION BY THE SPANISH DELEGATION 
21	JANUARY,	DIGGI	PALACE

In this session, the Spanish delegation, Javier Montes, Marcos Giralt Torrente, Marta Salomón and David 
Rodríguez Gómez moderated by David López-del Amo, discussed publication trends in Spain and other 
Latin American countries. Also, the challenges of translation, the reach of the Spanish market and the 
opportunities for collaboration with India were discussed.

OTHER CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS

DAY AND NIGHT OF MUSEUMS
18	&	20	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

On the occasion of the International Museum Day and the European Night of Museums, Casa de la India 
organised a series of activities and guided tours with a special schedule so that the public could visit the 
centre.

On Thursday 18 May, International Museum Day was celebrated with guided tours and the exhibition "10 
years of the Casa de la India Centre".

On Saturday, 20 May, it celebrated the European Night of Museums with special opening hours until one 
o'clock in the morning and with the following programme:

• Exhibition “10 years of the Casa de la India Centre"
The photographic exhibition “10 years of the Casa de la India Centre" was divided into two sections: one 
dedicated to the refurbishment of the building to turn it into the Casa de la India centre; and the other 
dedicated to the Casa de la India Foundation: the institution, objectives, cultural activities (music, dance, 
and exhibitions), etc. It also projected the video "10 years of the Casa de la India Centre" as part of the 
exhibition.

• Guided visits to the library and the garden with the central themes of the “Tagore Universe” and “An 
Indian Island in Spain” respectively.

• “Ravi Shankar Corner”
The personal sitar of one of the best sitarists of all times, Ravi Shankar, which was donated to Casa de la 
India by the Ravi Shankar Foundation, is exhibited on the first floor.

• "Discovering India"
Workshops for family audiences by Escuela de la India.

• Micro mandolin concerts
Musical performances by the mandolin maestro Sugato Bhaduri.

2.5.	

2.5.1.
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INTERNATIONAL DAY OF YOGA
21	JUNE,	ACERA	DE	RECOLETOS,	VALLADOLID

For the third consecutive year Valladolid joined cities around the world in celebrating the International 
Day of Yoga by hosting a grand open-air yoga event on 21 June at the Acera de Recoletas. Organised by 
the Valladolid City Council, Casa de la India, Embassy of India, local yoga centres Alaya Espacio Yoga, 
Nadanta Crecimiento Creativo, Nadir Centro de Desarrollo, Yoga Style and Yoga en Verano and in 
collaboration with the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy 
(AYUSH) of the Government of India and Qatar Airways, the day consisted of a yoga master class 
followed by a performance of classical Bharata Natyam dance by Bala Devi.

In the spirit of the Valladolid Yoga Week, free yoga workshops were organised by the participating yoga 
centres and schools in Valladolid. Casa de la India hosted the round table session “The Role of Yoga in 
the West in the XXI Century” with the participation of the yoga teachers Rosa Obregón, Raquel Valverde, 
María Mateos, Felipe García and Carmen de la Fuente; and lectures “The Relevance of Sanskrit in Today's 
World” by Javier Ruiz Calderón, Doctor in Philosophy, specialising in Indian thought and philosophy of 
religion and a “Lecture-workshop on Ayurveda” by Sanjeev Sharma, Director of the National Institute of 
Ayurveda of India.

2.5.2.	
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EDUCATION 
One of Casa de la India’s objectives is to promote awareness of India’s diversity and multiculturalism, not 
only in its traditional and historical aspects, but also from a contemporary perspective. Fully aware of 
the demand for information related to the culture, society and history of India, and as part of its 
endeavour to stimulate knowledge exchange and the dissemination of cultural, educational and social 
content via new technologies, Casa de la India regularly holds lectures and courses. These teaching and 
academic activities, carried out in collaboration with various institutions, cover subjects and disciplines 
as diverse as performing and musical arts, culture and society over various historical periods, spirituality 
and religions, economy and trade, as well as politics and international relations in the contemporary era. 
This content is offered both in activities directed at the general public and as part of educational 
programmes designed for specific educational sectors such as university, secondary or primary 
education students. By using these different initiatives in the area of education, Casa de la India hopes to 
act as a platform to develop institutional cooperation programmes between universities, research 
centres, cultural centres, professionals, experts and academics, as well as Spanish and Indian public 
administrations.

COURSES
HINDI COURSES 
Under the agreement between the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) of the Government of India 
and the University of Valladolid, Hindi language courses were imparted through the Hindi Chair co-financed 
by the Government of India. The courses take place at the Centre for Asian Studies in the University of 
Valladolid Faculty of Commerce in collaboration with the University Language Centre and students were 
taught at different levels by teacher Deepti Prakash from New Delhi. Deepti Prakash has taught Hindi in 
India for thirty-two years and has a number of awards to her credit including the Hindi Academic Award.

The University of Valladolid offers these courses to university students and also to the general public 
interested in learning one of the most widely spoken languages in the world and expanding their knowledge 
about the culture of India. With an average of fifteen students per class, the following levels of Hindi 
language taught by Deepti Prakash were offered in the academic year 2017-2018:

• FUNCTIONAL HINDI COURSE 
 19 October 2016 – 30 March 2017 (80 hours) 

• LEVEL I
 13 March – 26 June, 2017 (80 hours)
 11 Septiembre 2017 - 22 de febrero de 2018 (80 hours)

• LEVEL II
 13 March – 26 June, 2017 (80 hours)
 11 Septiembre 2017 - 22 de febrero de 2018 (80 hours)

• LEVEL III

 11 Septiembre 2017 - 22 de febrero de 2018 (80 hours)

3.	

3.1.	
3.1.1.	
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HINDI CLUB 
The Hindi Club organised a monthly meeting of Hindi students and Indian scholars in order to practice 
the Hindi language and to look at aspects of Indian culture under the direction of Hindi teacher Deepti 
Prakash of New Delhi. The activities that were organised were programmed jointly with the participants 
and also offered a meeting place to discuss various aspects of Indian culture and society. Each session 
dealt with a specific topic:

• “Bharat - Ek Paridrishya” (“India at a glance”)
• “Languages of India” 
• “Nritya Sang Dances of India and Spain”
• “The Sari, the traditional dress of India”
• “Rangoli and Mehendi”
• “Colours in India”
• “Hindi and other languages of the world”

LAB-INDIA. LABORATORY OF INDIAN PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC 
In October 2017, Casa de la India’s Lab-India, The Laboratory of Indian Performing Arts and Music, a 
space for training, research, dissemination and intercultural artistic creation, was inaugurated with an 
official presentation open to the public. It will provide a platform for the meeting between cultures where 
artists can produce, disseminate, reflect, learn, test and enter into common artistic spaces to enrich our 
social and cultural environments.

This Laboratory tries to open a dialogue and value the Indian performing arts in Spain and create strong 
artistic and formative collaborative links with India, its diaspora and performing arts throughout the 
national territory. Its aims are based on four fundamental goals: training, through the permanent 
performing arts seminar Kalasangam which has regular Indian classical dance courses and quarterly 
workshops; Lab-India as a space for dialogue and experimentation with other performing and 
contemporary arts. As a creative space, it includes research and creation through artists’ residencies, 

3.1.2.	



45

CULTURE ANNUAL REPORT

2017

collaborations and co-productions. And on the other hand the diffusion of the classic and contemporary 
Indian performing arts with the future creation of the Experimenta India Festival that will give visibility 
to the new creations and contemporary stage languages.

KALASANGAM: PERMANENT PERFORMING ARTS SEMINAR
The permanent performing arts seminar Kalasangam at Casa de la India offers training courses in Indian 
dance, theatre and music for professionals, students and lovers of India. Kalasangam´s theoretical - 
practical courses offer students the opportunity to learn about essential aspects, to acquire a base in 
Indian performing arts and music and to discover some of the disciplines of dance and music that are 
offered regularly. The aesthetic theories of India as well as other aspects of culture, such as philosophy, 
religion or history, complement the practical classes to better understand and practice these arts.

In the permanent performing arts seminar Kalasangam, given by teacher and classical Bharata Natyam 
dance specialist, Monica de la Fuente, the following regular courses were taught:

 

• Indian	dance, aimed at young people from 10 to 16 years old.
 Every Friday, from October 2016 to June 2017, and from October 2017 to June 2018.

•	 	Bharata	Natyam	classical	dance	 (Level	 I),	aimed at all students interested in learning about the 
performing arts of India, an introduction to the theory and practice of classical Bharata Natyam dance. 

 Every Friday, from October 2016 to June 2017, and from October 2017 to June 2018.

•	 Bharata	Natyam	classical	dance	(Level	II),	aimed at people who have some Indian dance training or 
students and professionals of any dance style. 

 Every Friday, from October 2016 to June 2017, and from October 2017 to June 2018.
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END OF YEAR DEMONSTRATION BY KALASANGAM STUDENTS 
JUNE	16,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

As per tradition, the Kalasangam team organised an Indian dance demonstration in June, which this year 
had the participation of the students from the different levels.

PERFORMANCES BY KALASANGAM STUDENTS 
The permanent performing arts seminar under the direction of Mónica de la Fuente has brought together 
a group of young people from the more advanced dance levels with the aim of increasing awareness of 
Indian performing arts in different social and cultural spaces.

In 2017, the group performed in the following events: 

• V Solidarity dinner at Benito Meni Hospital Centre, 23 June
• Participation in the II Festival "Our dance, our passion" organised by Stara Planina in collaboration with 

Valladolid City Council and the Castilla y León Regional Government, in the auditorium of the Valladolid 
Feria de Muestras (Trade Centre), 21 October

• Performance in the congress "New strategies for an inclusive school" organised by ARFACYL  (Castilla y 
León Regional Association for Adoptive Families) and the University of Valladolid, in the Assembly Hall 
of the Cortes of Castilla y León (Castilla y León Regional Parliament), 10 November
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WORKSHOPS AND MASTERCLASSES WITH GUEST TEACHERS

ODISSI MASTERCLASS
26	JANUARY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

This Odissi masterclass was given by popular Odissi dancer Ranjana Gauhar and world-renowned 
exponent of classical Indian dance. The multidisciplinary Ranjana Gauhar is interested in theatre, 
painting and choreography. She received the prestigious Padmashree Award in 2003 for her incessant 
work in the Odissi dance. She also received the National Sangeet Natak Akademi Award by the President 
of India in 2007; the Indira Gandhi Priyadarshini Prize and the Mahari Prize in 2007, among other awards.

Ranjana's performances carry the signature of a distinctive style, thanks to her extensive training in 
other dances, such as Chhau, Kathak and Manipuri, which has expanded her knowledge and 
understanding of Indian classical dance. Such experiences have led her to explore and delve into other 
creative expressions, as she writes in the book Odissi, The Dance Divine, published in 2007. 

MEDITATION AND SOUND MASTERCLASS  
27	APRIL,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID	

Meditation master class by the prestigious Ravi Prasad where the work is based on the relationship 
between sound, voice and body. Ravi Prasad is based in Toulouse, France.

This work is based on Sound.  Sound has an effect on the human body both physically and emotionally. 
Everyone can enjoy listening to music; immersed in an atmosphere ... The body feels the vibrations. The 
relationship between sound and body is an interesting one.  It gives us the opportunity to travel inwards. 
How is the link between sound, vibration and the body made? Simply by working.  The proposed work is 
an opportunity for awareness by the repetition of musical phrases, which creates a "gateway" which 
opens all areas of the body. 
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BOLLYWOOD DANCE WORKSHOPS
24	JUNE	AND	8	JULY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Bollywood dance classes given by dancer and choreographer Sneha Mistri. The workshops comprised 
three hours each of technique and choreography in different styles including:

• Classic Bollywood: where the training focussed on the classic dances of India, grace and sensuality.

• Bollywood folk: where the garba, dandia and bhangra styles were practiced.

• Bollywood fusion: a style in which modern dances merge with funky.

BHARATA NATYAM DANCE WORKSHOP FOR BEGINNERS
16	AUGUST,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

This workshop gave an introduction to Indian classical dance by one of most renowned dance companies, 
Chidambaram Dance Company from Chennai. It was a unique opportunity to learn dance through 
movement and expression in an aesthetic experience where art, sacred ritual and devotion are combined. 
The workshop was aimed at all ages and audiences. Arranged in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture 
of India, the Embassy of India in Spain and Qatar Airways.

LAB-INDIA WORKSHOPS AND MASTER CLASSES
Laboratory of Indian Performing Arts and Music offers a series of workshops and master classes 
throughout the year, organised through a regular monthly workshop (Saturday) with occasional extra 
sessions, to give dance, theatre and music professionals and students the opportunity to learn about the 
expressive resources and movement techniques of Indian performing arts, through an introduction to 
diverse traditions and performing languages. At the same time, these workshops are conceived as a space 
for experimentation and dialogue with forms of expression such as contemporary dance, flamenco, acro-
yoga, physical and choreographic theatre, modern and urban dance among others.
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CONTEMPORARY INDIAN DANCE WORKSHOP
21	OCTOBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

This workshop helped to bring Indian classical dance into the realm of different techniques of contemporary 
dance (Limón technique). By Carol Garcés, contemporary dance artist, and Mónica de la Fuente, dancer of 
Indian classical and contemporary dance.

INTRODUCTION TO BHARATA NATYAM WORKSHOP
11	NOVEMBER,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Theoretical and practical workshop on the fundamental aspects of Bharata Natyam dance given by the 
great maestro Veena C.S., one of the great exponents of Bharata Natyam in the purest Kalasakshetra style.



50

LECTURES, ACADEMIC EVENTS AND ROUND TABLES

LECTURES AND ROUND TABLES AT CASA DE LA INDIA

LECTURE: "BOLLYWOOD AND TELEVISION AS A SOURCE OF CULTURAL REGRESSION IN 
INDIA"
16	JANUARY

Lecture by Veena Venugopal, editor of “Blink”, the Saturday edition of the Hindu Business Line, and author 
of the collection of essays Would You Like Some Bread with That Book (Yoda Press) and The Mother-in-Law 
(Penguin Books).

This lecture in English with interpretation into Spanish by Susana Torres from IE University explained how 
the Hindi film industry is not only the largest producer of entertainment content in India, but has 
traditionally been the greatest cultural influence in the country. The lecture explored how in the 1950s, still 
early days after India’s independence from Britain, the film industry led the discourse to build a sense of 
nationalism. It emphasized the national interest over self-interest. In the seventies and eighties, it switched 
to the rhetoric of “an angry young man” whose mission was to rescue the larger population from the evils 
of corruption and class conflicts. In 1991, the economy was liberalized and foreign entertainment content 
became available in the country. By the turn of the millennium, more Indians were accessing education, 
more people spoke English, and a general aspiration of youth was to link up with what was "cool" on a 
global level. However, at the same time, home entertainment began to fall into a kind of cultural regression.

LECTURE: "THE SHADOW OF THE GODDESS: ARCHETYPES OF THE FEMININE IN THE INDIAN 
EPIC OF MAHABHARATA"
3	MARCH

Lecture by Olivia Cattedra, who spoke about the archetype of the feminine according to Indian epic 
literature (Mahabarata). On this occasion, "the feminine" did not suggest a gender or sociological approach 
but instead showed the role of women in their most archetypal roles: the faithful wife, the saving wife and 
destiny, the mother, the mistress, the woman who tempts and the woman who inspires.

Olivia Cattedra is Doctor of Philosophy, specialised in Oriental Studies, CONICET (National Scientific and 
Technical Research Council, Argentina) researcher in the area of Comparative Philosophy and History of 
Religions and author of twenty books and seventy-five articles on her specialty, the philosophy of India and 
China.

ROUND TABLE: "IN SEARCH OF SITA: THE INDIAN WOMAN IN MYTHOLOGY"
13	MARCH

In the framework of International Women's Day and in collaboration with IE University a round table with 
the theme of the role of women in the Ramayana was organised with the participation of Malashri Lal and 
Namita Gokhale. Malashri Lal is a writer specialising in Literature and Gender Studies, a subject on which 
she has written fourteen books with prestigious publishers. Namita Gokhale, is a writer and editor, co-
founder and director of the Jaipur Literature Festival, which has half a million attendees each year, not to 
mention editions of the festival at London's Southbank Centre and Boulder, Colorado, she is also the 
author of fourteen works of fiction and nonfiction. 

3.2.
3.2.1. 
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RABINDRANATH TAGORE MEMORIAL
7	MAY

To commemorate the birth anniversary of the writer, musician, educator and painter Rabindranath 
Tagore and coinciding with the 50th edition of the Valladolid Book Fair, a lecture titled "Tagore in 
Indian Cinema" was given by Sangeeta Datta, writer, filmmaker and film historian. Sangeeta Datta 
promotes South Asian arts in the United Kingdom. Her movie Life Goes On has been produced by 
Stormglass Productions. She writes and directs for theatre and one of her last productions was 
Gitanjali, a tribute to Rabindranath Tagore. She has directed documentaries (The Way I See It, In 
Search of Durga, Working with Worries) and short films (Letter from an Ordinary Girl); she was the 
associate director of Brick Lane (a UK feature film) and enjoyed an extensive collaboration with film 
director Rituparno Ghosh in films such as Chokher Bali, Raincoat, Antarmahal and The Last Lear.

LECTURE: “GANDHI AND MOTHER TERESA: FROM INDIA TO THE WORLD, THEIR IMPACT ON THE 
XXTH CENTURY”
2	OCTOBER

To commemorate the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and the International Day of Non-Violence, 
a lecture was given by Gandhi scholar Enrique Sánchez García.

In the first part of the lecture, about Gandhi, we heard of his shyness as a teenager compared to the 
driving force he would become and his role in untold epic stories. Gandhi was an accessory to the 
liberation of India, before the British Empire. Sanchez revealed little-known intimacies, of Gandhi’s 
family life, his vision of religion and anecdotes. In the second part, he spoke about Mother Teresa of 
Kolkata. Another life of great activity, without the alternatives of a public life like Gandhi, her religious 
dedication was combined with an infinitely humble and social labour. Content with a limited life but 
one of great transcendence for humanity, she surpassed levels that credited her ascent to the altars 
for her constant endeavour; an inimitable personality.

LECTURE: "HINDU MYTHS IN THE POETRY OF OCTAVIO PAZ Y JORGE GUILLÉN"
5	OCTOBER

José María Balcells of the University of León gave a lecture about poets Octavio Paz and Jorge Guillén, 
who used Hindu mythology to reflect different aspects of the feeling of love. The Mexican writer relied on 
the story of Shiva to deepen his experience of love. Jorge Guillén recreated the voluptuous side of 
eroticism from various scenes of the Gita Govinda. But in addition Guillén, from Valladolid offered a poetic 
recreation of the myth of the origin inspired by the Rig-Veda.
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ROUND TABLE: "THE FOOTBALL BOOM IN INDIA"
12	DECEMBER

Round table with the participation of Álvaro Rubio, former professional football player who played in the 
Indian league for a season at the Bengaluru Football Club (based in Bangalore), Manuel Retamero, UEFA 
Pro-football coach, who trained the Indian League Aizawl Football Club, and Nacho Bailador, digital 
sports newspaper AS journalist and Cadena SER radio collaborator. They debated about India, considered 
the sleeping giant when talking about football. Football has gained popularity with the creation of a 
football league and recently becoming the headquarters of the U17 World Cup.

LECTURE: "BOLLYWOOD AND LATIN AMERICA: THE POSSIBILITY OF AN ENCOUNTER"
21	DECEMBER

Writer and journalist Alejandra Val Cubero, Assistant Professor at the Zayed University College of 
Communication and Media Sciences in Dubai, specialist in Indian cinema and Arab theatre talked about 
increasing relations between India and Latin America in the field of cinema.

In the last decade there has been a change in the relations between Latin America and India. Political and 
economic contact has increased significantly with state visits, new trade and investment flows, and a 
greater understanding in multilateral forums. Indian commercial cinema, better known as Bollywood, has 
also found production and distribution success in countries such as Peru, Mexico, Argentina or Brazil.

In this lecture many cinematographic examples were presented that linked both regions, such as Bollywood 
Dream (2010) by Brazilian cineaste Beatriz Seigner, filmed in India, or Tangled, the confusion (2017), by 
Ashish R. Mohan shot entirely in Costa Rica.

LECTURES AND MASTERCLASSES WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS 

LECTURE: "INDIA - AN OVERVIEW"
16	FEBRUARY,	AULA	MAGNA	RECTOR	TEJERINA,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID.		

By Deepti Prakash, University of Valladolid and ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) Chair of Hindi 
gave an overview of India, one of the oldest civilizations in the world. The lecture was given in English. 

LECTURE: "WOMEN & GENDER ISSUES IN INDIAN LITERATURE"
13	MARCH,	SALóN	DE	GRADOS,	FACULTY	OF	PHILOSOPHY	AND	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

Lecture in English by Malashri Lal, writer and specialist in literature, women and gender studies about 
which she has published 14 books. Malashri Lal is currently the Convener of the English Advisory Board of 
the Sahitya Akademi (India’s National Academy of Letters).

3.2.2.
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LECTURE: "RABINDRANATH TAGORE’S EDUCATIONAL MODEL: SANTINIKETAN - ABODE OF 
PEACE"
2	JUNE,	FACULTY	OF	EDUCATION	AND	SOCIAL	WORK,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

By Professor Tapati Mukherjee, Pro-Vice-chancellor of Culture and Cultural Relations and Director of Ra-
bindra-Bhavana (Institute of Tagore Studies and Research) at the Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan 
India, founded by Rabindranath Tagore in 1921.

The lecture presented the educational model of Rabindranath Tagore, which has been and continues to be 
studied by different researchers and teachers. However, it is still an educational model little known in the 
West. Two important aspects of the model were highlighted: its humanistic and idealistic vision of educa-
tion: although it proposes an idealistic educational model, it is also very close to reality because of its invol-
vement with Indian communities. Tagore thought that education had to always have a social impact. 
Another aspect to highlight and central to Tagore is based on the education of artistic sensitivity fostering 
creativity and spontaneity.

SEMINAR: INDIAN AUTEUR CINEMA
16	&	17	AUGUST,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

Within the framework of the 54th Cinematography Course organised by the University of Valladolid Film 
History and Aesthetics Chair, and with the collaboration of Casa de la India and Air India, writer, translator, 
editor and film festival director Latika Padgaonkar presented this seminar.

LECTURE: "BHAKTI AESTHETICS AND POETICS"
16	SEPTEMBER,	MUSEO	DE	LA	NATURALEzA	Y	EL	HOMBRE,	SANTA	CRUz	DE	TENERIFE.

The lecture "Bhakti aesthetics and poetics" was held during the MusaIndia Festival organised by the Museo 
de la Naturaleza y el Hombre (Museum of Nature and Man) of Santa Cruz de Tenerife by Guillermo 
Rodríguez, director of Casa de la India and Doctor in Indian Literature from the University of Kerala and the 
University of Valladolid, specialist in poetics and aesthetics of India. He talked about the Bhakti movement 
or popular religious devotion, which started in South India around the 6th century AD and how it was a 
social, religious and aesthetic-literary phenomenon that in many ways was revolutionary. At first, the 
Bhakti communities rebelled against the hierarchically established social structures, and the previous 
religious conventions, as much of the classical Sanskrit tradition and of folklore, to create a cult that 
started from the individual and devotion to a god that seemed personal and palpable. Among the literary 
genres associated with the most important Bhakti of South India is the poetry of the poets-saints of the 
Tamil region of the tenth and eleventh centuries, the Alvars followers of the god Vishnu, and later the oral 
vachanas, poems of worship to god Siva.

The lecture explained what these mystical poets had in common and that what linked them to all the 
earlier aesthetic traditions was to consider art - poetry, dance and music - as a vehicle towards communion 
with the divine. One of the main characteristics of Bhakti was therefore the convergence of the artist / 
devotee towards saguna brahman, the divinity as something palpable -not conceptual-, from the physical 
experience, exploring the erotic-loving theme and language, sringara rasa.
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LECTURE: “WOMEN ON RECORD”
29	NOVEMBER,	SALON	DE	GRADOS,	FACULTY	OF	PHILOSOPHY	AND	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

As part of the series of “Voices of Indian women” organised by the Centro Buendia of the University of 
Valladolid in collaboration with the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and Casa de la India, Vidya 
Shah pays homage to the contributions of forgotten Indian artists of the gramophone era in the lecture 
"Women on Record".

Vidya Shah is a musician originally from New Delhi, India. Initially trained in Carnatic music, a genre typical 
of South India, she later trained in Khayal (with Shubha Mudgal and Mujahid Hussain Khan), and in Thumri, 
Dadra and Ghazal (with Shanti Hiranand), genres from the north of India. She has performed in various 
forums, both national and international, including Tansen Samaroh of Gwalior, Kennedy Center of 
Washington D.C., Asia Society of New York and Bode Museum of Berlin. Vidya directs music workshops and 
spiritual traditions of Indian music. She has written about music for a variety of publications and has 
contributed to the Encyclopaedia Britannica. Known as a popular performer and a prolific songwriter, 
Vidya Shah has won the Charles Wallace Award for her project "Women on Record," which highlights the 
contributions of female performers in the gramophone era.

SEMINAR “ORIGIN, HISTORY AND PRACTICE OF CLASSICAL INDIAN MUSIC AND DANCE”
13	–	15	NOVEMBER,	AULA	MAGNA,	FACULTY	OF	PHILOSOPHY	AND	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

In the week prior to the Cultural Olympiad of Indian Performing Arts and Music that took place in Valladolid, 
the seminar "Origin, History and Practice of Indian Music" was organised for History and Music Sciences 
degree students from the Faculty of Philosophy and Arts of the University of Valladolid by the Indian 
sitarist Subrata De and the Indian dancer Veena C. Seshadri, one of the great exponents of Bharata Natyam 
in the purest Kalasakshetra style.

The Cultural Olympiad of Indian Performing Arts and Music is a cultural event organised by ABSS (Pune, 
India) and sponsored by UNESCO, which annually attracts hundreds of students and young artists from 
India in a national contest in which the best dance and music schools of the most diverse styles of 
performing arts in the country compete. On this occasion, the last phase of this Cultural Olympiad, with its 
more than one hundred performances and more than two hundred and fifty participants from India, was 
held at the Cúpula del Milenio in Valladolid.
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SPECIAL EVENTS
VALLDOLID YOGA WEEK
The UN General Assembly declared 21 June as the International Day of Yoga. For the third consecutive 
year Valladolid joined cities around the world in celebrating this event, hosting a grand open-air yoga 
gathering on Wednesday, 21 June at the Acera de Recoletos in which about 700 people took part. The 
event was organised by Valladolid City Council, Casa de la India, the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations), Embassy of India, the Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and 
Homeopathy (AYUSH) of the Government of India in collaboration with local yoga centres Alaya 
Espacio Yoga, Nadanta Crecimiento Creativo, Nadir Centro de Desarrollo, Yoga Style, Yoga en Verano, 
and Qatar Airways. The goal was to create a meeting point in Valladolid, where all yoga lovers could 
enjoy, practice and continue to learn more about ancient yogic teachings with the help of professionals 
from different yoga schools.

The following series of activities was planned around the International Day of Yoga, for Valladolid 
Yoga Week:

ROUND TABLE: “THE ROLE OF YOGA IN THE WEST IN THE XXI CENTURY”
19	JUNE,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

This round table on "The Role of Yoga in the West in the XXI Century" was moderated by Rosa Obregón, 
yoga teacher and director of the Alaya Espacio Yoga centre and included the participation of Raquel 
Valverde, professor of yoga and meditation and director of the Yoga Devi centre Centre; and yoga teachers 
María Mateos, Felipe García, and Carmen de la Fuente. The roundtable was organised in collaboration with 
the Yoga Devi Centre, Centro Nadir, Alaya Espacio Yoga, Valladolid City Council and Casa de la India.

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF YOGA
21	JUNE,	ACERA	DE	RECOLETAS,	VALLADOLID

The day’s programme was as follows:

• Reception of participants, access to the venue and take places for the master class
• Inauguration of International Yoga Day
• Chanting of the Shanti Mantra
• Yoga masterclass 
• "Song circle - Kirtan", with guest percussionists
•	 Bharata Natyam classical dance performance "The Divine Shakti", by dancer Bala Devi of New Jersey 

(USA)

3.3.

3.3.1.
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LECTURE: “THE RELEVANCE OF SANSKRIT IN THE PRESENT WORLD”
22	JUNE,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA.

Lecture by Javier Ruiz Calderón, PhD, specialist in Indian thought and philosophy of religion.

LECTURE – WORKSHOP ON AYURVEDA
20	JUNE,	LA	ALHóNDIGA,	SEGOVIA
21	JUNE,	CASA	ASIA,	BARCELONA
22	JUNE,	EMBASSY	OF	INDIA,	MADRID
23	JUNE,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Lecture – workshop by Sanjee Sharma, director of National Institute of Ayurveda, in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy (AYUSH) of Government of 
India.

YOGA WORKSHOPS
23	–	25	JUNE,	YOGA	CENTRES	AND	SCHOOLS,	VALLADOLID

During the Valladolid Yoga Week, workshops were organised in various Yoga schools and centres over 
three days. These workshops were free provided participants registered beforehand at the appropriate 
centre.

Friday,	23	June	
• 18:00 - 20:00 “Iyengar Yoga”  Colegio Alfonso VIII. University of Valladolid
• 19:00 - 20.30 “Kundalini Yoga”  Nadir Centro de Desarrollo
• 20:00 - 22:00 “Relaxation and Meditation” Yoga Devi

Saturday,	24	June
• 10:00 - 14:00 “Yoga and Chakras”  Alaya Espacio Yoga
• 12:00 - 13.30 “Yoga and the vertebral column”  Yoga Style
• 17:00 - 18.30 “Yoga for Explorers (12-18 years)"  Nadanta Crecimiento Creativo

Sunday,	25	June
• 12:00 - 14:00 “Meditative Yogic Dance”  Liashi Bienestar Integral  

• 17:00 - 20:00 “Tantra - Conscience and Energy”  Centro Dakini

SANSKRIT ROUND TABLES 
18	OCTOBER,	FACULTY	OF	PHILOSOPHY	AND	ARTS	OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
18	–	19	OCTOBER,	FACULTY	OF	LANGUAGE	STUDIES,	COMPLUTENSE	UNIVERSITY	OF	MADRID
20	OCTOBER,	UNIVERSITY	OF	LA	LAGUNA,	TENERIFE

The Sanskrit round table sessions, organised by the University of Valladolid, the Complutense University of 
Madrid and the University of La Laguna, Tenerife in collaboration with the Embassy of India in Spain, the 
Ministry of Culture of India and Casa de la India, kicked off at the University of Valladolid with the round 
table “The relevance of Sanskrit in the present” aimed at English Studies degree students. Sanskrit experts 
Juan Arnau, Kamlesh Dutt Tripathi, V. Kutumba Shastry, Muralidhara Sharma Viriventi and Abhiraj 
Rajendera Mishra contributed to the roundtable.

3.3.2.	
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The events continued at the Complutense University of Madrid Faculty of Language Studies with the series 
of four round table sessions inaugurated by the Ambassador of India to Spain Venkatesh Varma. The first 
session was dedicated to a debate of the film Svapna Vasavadattam, a classic Sanskrit drama, by the 
experts Dr. Leela Sampangere Rangachar Dharini and Juan Arnau, moderated by Emilio García Buendía. 
The experts Rajendra Prasad Mishra and Marcos David Kahle participated in the second session, entitled 
“The principle characteristics of modern Sanskrit poetry”, which was moderated by Eugenio R Luján. The 
topic of third session “Sanskrit drama and traditional Sanskrit theatre” was discussed by experts Kamlesh 
Dutt Tripathi, Guillermo Rodriguez and Monica de la Fuente, and moderated by Julia Mendoza. The days at 
the Complutense University of Madrid were brought to a close with the experts Muralidhara Sharma 
Viriventi and Virgilio Garcia Trabaz. Moderated by Juan Antonio Álvarez – Pedrosa and the round table 
“Spoken Sanskrit. Its form, importance and the contribution of spoken Sanskrit in the contemporary 
promotion of Sanskrit in India and abroad”
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ESCUELA DE LA INDIA PROGRAMMES
Escuela de la India (India School), organised by Casa de la India, is an educational programme about 
India based on diversity and multicultural learning that promotes intercultural dialogue and provides a 
meeting space, inspired by the theory and practice of the integral education advocated by Rabindranath 
Tagore. A fervent advocate of dialogue between cultures and peoples, Tagore took great pains to achieve 
closer contact between Western civilizations and India, convinced that East and West could understand 
each other. As an educational reformer, he founded Visva Bharati University in Santiniketan, India. In his 
vision of education, he sought the enrichment of the person in harmony with his environment and with 
the universe to reach a multidimensional "whole man" state that combined the rational and spiritual 
capacities, since he believed that "progress is the free expression of the human personality in harmony 
with life." With this Tagorean educational philosophy, Escuela de la India has offered a full programme of 
activities, providing an intercultural meeting space, where participants could express themselves 
through various artistic, social and cultural means, creating a dialogue with India and with Tagore as a 
resource for learning, teaching and intercultural exchange.

This educational programme of Casa de la India supports the methodology of "learn by experiencing" 
and allows participants to come into contact with the reality of India, encouraging a meeting between 
people, an understanding of the diversity of Indian culture and society. It is a space for exploration and 
implementation of this knowledge and these values in an environment of respect and freedom. As an 
educational project Escuela de la India maintains that the main reason for education is to enjoy life, to 
guide the mind and emotions and the cultivation of the body and relationships. Education is related to 
the natural environment, an awareness of our physical self, the promotion of cooperation, relationships 
and trust in others, and the development of our qualities, whether in painting, dance, language, 
mathematics, history or sociability. Escuela de la India offers a framework whereby everyone can develop 
their potential and learn to relate, to be aware of their emotions, their breathing, to interact with others, 
with the natural world, with music and dance, etc.

Escuela de la India is committed to an educational project aimed at various groups, schools, 
municipalities, associations etc., with direct involvement by those responsible for them in order to 
design and implement specific collaboration projects suited to the specific needs of each entity and 
group of recipients. The programmes offered by Escuela de la India consist of cultural weeks, intercultural 
days, seminars, meetings, workshops, concerts and didactic shows, special celebrations and intercultural 
evenings dedicated to India. Therefore, educational centres receive proposals for activities that are 
flexible and open to adaptation to different contexts, modalities, spaces and groups. These activities are 
carried out in the educational centres that request them, as well as at the Casa de la India centre itself in 
Valladolid.

Throughout 2017, Escuela de la India organised twenty-seven intercultural days and weeks, five didactic 
shows, seven special celebrations, three projects of educational innovation and five guided visits to Casa 
de la India exhibitions. Approximately 5,000 students participated in the various activities, which were 
very well received. The activities carried out by Escuela de la India during 2017 are divided into the 
following sections:

3.4.	
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INTERCULTURAL EVENTS
In the Escuela de la India’s intercultural events various topics on traditional and contemporary India are 
addressed to help understand the multiple cultural and religious aspects of this huge country where 
different cultures, ethnicities and religions coexist. The artistic demonstrations, which also form part of 
the activities, introduce students to the aesthetic traditions of India, as well as to aspects of culture, 
thought and history, fundamental to understanding, practicing and enjoying the Indian arts.

In these introductory sessions to Indian culture, different workshops and demonstrations of Indian 
cultural, artistic and everyday life were offered from an intercultural perspective. These days are a 
synthesis of the activities that take place during the cultural week, dedicated to certain topics of special 
interest:

• Performing Arts in India
• Customs and ways of life in India
• Major world religions to promote tolerance
• Introduction to Indian music
• Ayurveda Natural medicine
• Relaxation exercises and asanas
• Visual arts, literature and traditional arts of India
• Traditional Indian games
• Music and musical instruments
• Cooperation and training

Indian intercultural days were organised throughout 2017 in the following centres and organisations:

• Cardenal Mendoza Infants and Primary School, 9 February
• Patrocinio San José Educational Centre, 10 February
• Amigos de la Capa, 23 March
• Cardenal Mendoza Infants and Primary School, 4 April
• Fundación Social Asval, 6 April
• Sor María de Jesús Public School, 17 April
• Leonardo Da Vinci Secondary School, 26 April
• Cigales Secondary School, 27 April
• El Prado Infants and Primary School, 7 November
• Jaime Gil de Biedma, Adult Education Centre de Coca, Segovia, 30 November
• Pajarillos Social Centre, 12 December
• Fundación Rondilla, Centro Cívico Rondilla, 12 December
• Pajarillos Social Centre, 20 December.

INTERCULTURAL DIDACTIC PERFORMANCES
The presentation and interpretation of live music, dance and theatre from India gave the participating 
groups the opportunity to learn about a diverse and enriching world. The aim of these didactic shows is to 

3.4.1.	

3.4.2.	
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promote and disseminate the performing and musical arts as a way to show and transmit India’s realities 
and cultural traditions. The participating centres were:

• Pablo Picasso Infants and Primary School, 23 and 24 February
• Ponce de León Infants and Primary School, 26 March
• San Fernando Infants and Primary School, 5 April
• Iñigo de Toro Infants and Primary School, 11 May
• Profesor Tierno Galván Infants and Primary School, 16 May

CELEBRATIONS AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
SCHOOL DAY OF PEACE AND NON-VIOLENCE
30	JANUARY

In its seventh edition, on the occasion of the "School Day of Peace and Non-Violence" and coinciding with 
the death anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi on 30 January, the Escuela de la India team went to the 'Tierra 
de Pinares' Infants and Primary School, in the Valladolid town of Mojados, to celebrate an educational ses-
sion in which it allowed students to get to know Indian culture and society and to learn about the figure of 
Gandhi through various dynamics and activities. The objective was to raise awareness and educate about 
tolerance, solidarity, harmony, respect, non-violence and peace, to enable the schools to be instruments of 
peace and understanding between people of different backgrounds, race, culture and religion.

During the session, all of the students of the school participated in the following activities:

• "Learn Hindi" by Deepti Prakash, Hindi Chair of the University of Valladolid and the ICCR (Indian Council 
for Cultural Relations of India)

• "Dance: The Art of Expression and Communication" by Monica de la Fuente, dancer, actress, 
choreographer and artistic director of the Compañia Monica de la Fuente

• "Discovering India: Customs, Traditions and Art" by María Rodríguez Vidal
• "India uncovered: A journey to the heart of Kerala" by Laya Xavier. Member of the Indian Community of 

Castilla y León
• Discovering Gandhi "My life is my message" by Escuela de la India
• Didactic performance: “The eternal story of the hero Rama and Princess Sita” by Escuela de la India and 

Compañia Monica de la Fuente

Later in the evening the adult education group CEPA of Huerta del Rey Civic Centre joined the events in 
which presentations and other activities were organised as an introduction to Indian culture and the figure 
of Gandhi.

EDUCATIONAL SESSION FOR THE LANGUAGE TEACHER TRAINING CENTRE
2	FEBRUARY	

As part of the Castilla y León Regional Government’s Training Centre for Language Teachers training pro-
gramme for English teachers, the following Intercultural Workshop (in English) "Trending topics. Undisco-
vered Festivities and Cultural Activities for Class" was organised.

Thirty teachers attended this event at Casa de la India with the following programme:

• Guided visit to Casa de la India by Shamina Rasiwala, General Coordination and Administration of Casa 
de la India

• Welcome by Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India. "10 years of the Casa de la India Centre in 
Valladolid"

• "70th Anniversary of the Independence of India" by Deepti Prakash, Hindi Chair of the University of 
Valladolid and the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations)

• Contemporary Indian dance performance by Monica de la Fuente, dancer, actress, choreographer and 
artistic director of the Compañia Monica de la Fuente "Discovering India through dance"

• Presentation of the educational project Escuela de la India
• Question session whilst enjoying a cup of "chai" (Indian tea)

3.4.3.	
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STUDENT EXCHANGE OF THE CONDESA EYLO ALFONSO SECONDARY SCHOOL OF VALLADOLID, 
SPAIN WITH THE DELHI PUBLIC SCHOOL OF NOIDA, INDIA
26	APRIL

On the occasion of the student exchange between the Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School and the DPS 
(Delhi Public School) of Noida, India and after a brief first contact with the city of Valladolid, a group of nine 
students and two professors from both centres paid a visit to Casa de la India as part of the programme of 
activities organised during their stay in the city.

The director of Casa de la India, and the educational team of Escuela de la India received the group with a 
guided tour of the Casa de la India where presentations and other activities for cultural exchange between 
Spain and India were organised. Ravi Prasad (Indian musician settled in France) and Monica de la Fuente 
(coordinator of Casa de la India’s Lab-India) joined the group to share their personal experiences towards the 
end of the visit.
 

NIGHT AND DAY OF THE MUSEUMS
18	&	20	MAY

On 18 and 20 May, the International Day and the European Night of Museums was held in Valladolid.  This 
year's theme "Museums and Contested Histories: Saying the Unspeakable in Museums" focusing on the 
role of museums as hubs for promoting peaceful relationships between people. This theme highlights the 
significant contribution of museums in modern society.

Once again, Casa de la India opened its doors during the special schedule of activities and joined other 
museums and exhibition halls of the city in this initiative coordinated by Valladolid City Council. The 
European Night of Museums allowed visits to Casa de la India till one o'clock in the morning, a unique 
evening that all visitors could enjoy. Guided tours of the exhibition, library and garden, workshops, 
screenings, concerts and art exhibitions were organised for the public.

The following activities were held:

• Guided visits to the library "Tagore Universe" and to the Garden "An Indian island in Spain"
• Information stand about Casa de la India
• Exhibition "10 years of the Casa de la India Centre", in the Ravi Shankar auditorium
• “Ravi Shankar Corner”. On the first floor of the building, a sitar that once belonged to Ravi Shankar is 

displayed, recently donated to Casa de la India by the Ravi Shankar Foundation, and music by Ravi 
Shankar was played in the chill out area

• Screening of the video "10 years of the Casa de la India Centre"
• Workshops for a family audience "Discovering India" by Escuela de la India
• Concerts by the mandolin teacher Sugato Bhaduri
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JEDUCATIONAL SESSION IN CAMPO GRANDE IN VALLADOLID
TAGORE’S OPEN AIR SCHOOL CLASS FOR THE FIRST TIME IN SPAIN 
1	JUNE

Poet, philosopher, painter and educator, Rabindranath Tagore was one of the most influential people of his 
time not only in India, but also in other countries, where he spread his ideas about the human being and 
became an ambassador of Indian culture. Tagore was a pioneer in the field of education, founding a new 
school and later a University in Santiniketan (Abode of Peace), where students are trained in the open air 
through development of sensitivity and emotion in contact with nature and in the values of goodness, 
truth and beauty. "My school is not a cage. My school is a nest," he said.

Inspired by this model of integral education, Escuela de la India, Casa de la India’s educational project, 
organised an experimental Tagore’s Open Air School Class in the Campo Grande of Valladolid. This 
pioneering outdoor school experience was coordinated by Mercedes de la Fuente, coordinator of Escuela 
de la India, and focused on the following disciplines: music; dance; poetry and painting. The classes were 
attended by students from Cardenal Mendoza Public School of Valladolid and were taught by specialised 
teachers with personal knowledge of the Santiniketan model: Tatiana Rodríguez (music), Mónica de la 
Fuente (dance) and David Rodríguez (poetry and painting).

The event featured a guest of honour: Professor Tapati Mukherjee, Pro-Vice-chancellor of Culture and 
Cultural Relations and Director of Rabindra-Bhavana (Institute of Tagore Studies and Research) at the 
Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan, India, founded by Rabindranath Tagore in 1921.

The visit of Professor Tapati Mukherjee also included a meeting with the Vice Chancellor of the University 
of Valladolid, Daniel Miguel, the Pro-Vice Chancellor for Internationalization and Linguistic Policy of the 
University of Valladolid, Ramón González, and the director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez, to 
prepare an agreement between the University of Valladolid and Visva Bharati in order to promote Spanish 
language and culture studies in India and Rabindranath Tagore studies in Spain.

As the last event, Professor Mukherjee gave the lecture

 "The Educational Model of Rabindranath Tagore: Santiniketan (Abode of Peace)", in the Faculty of 
Education and Social Work of the University of Valladolid on 2 June. 

The visit of Professor Tapati Mukherjee was organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with the Embassy 
of India in Spain, the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations) and the Pro-Vice-chancellor for 
Internationalization and Linguistic Policy of the University of Valladolid.
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26TH STORYTELLING MARATHON AT THE GUADALAJARA CHILDREN AND YOUTH
LITERATURE SEMINAR
17	JUNE

The Guadalajara Storytelling Marathon is an oral narration festival held in the Palacio del Infantado in 
Guadalajara, which brings together storytellers from around the world who narrate uninterruptedly over 
48 hours. Indian culture was represented this year in the 26th edition of the marathon over the weekend of 
16 to 18 June.

This year's edition was dedicated to the East and included our participation in the street activities that 
were organised around the Palacio del Infantado. The very diverse programme included a wide range of 
activities focussing on India. These events incorporated a range of disciplines and were designed to cater 
to people of all ages.

The following "Discovering India" workshops were held for people who visited the decorated stand:

• Greetings and gestures
• Diversity in India
• "Sari: the magic of Indian weaves"
• Writing and linguistics "your name in Hindi"
• Stories, tales and legends
• Make-up and symbolism "The Eternal Story of Rama and Sita"

STUDENT EXCHANGE OF THE CONDESA EYLO ALFONSO SECONDARY SCHOOL OF VALLADOLID, 
SPAIN WITH THE LYCÉE FRANCAIS OF PONDICHERRY, INDIA
2	OCTOBER

On this occasion, the visit of the exchange student group from the Lycée Francais International (French 
International School) in Pondicherry, India to Valladolid began at 11:30 with the traditional wreath laying 
ceremony at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi, in the Parque de la Paz in Valladolid. This event is organized 
every year to commemorate Gandhi Jayanti and the International Day of Non-Violence as declared by the 
UN General Assembly in 2007 coinciding with the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (October 2, 1869). 
This event was attended by representatives of the Castilla y León Association of the Indian Community, 
Casa de la India and students of the Lycée Français in Pondicherry (India), on an exchange programme with 
the Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School in Valladolid.

Afterwards, the director of Casa de la India and the Escuela de la India team welcomed the group of 
students on a guided tour of Casa de la India where presentations and other activities regarding cultural 
exchange between Spain and India took place.



64

CULTURAL OLYMPIAD OF INDIAN PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC
23	–	25	NOVEMBER,	CúPULA	DEL	MILENIO,	VALLADOLID

The Cultural Olympiad of Indian Performing Arts and Music was organised at the Cúpula del Milenio in 
Valladolid by Akhil Bharatiya Sanskrutik Sangh's (ABSS) Global Council of Art & Culture (cultural 
organisation based in Pune, India, supported by UNESCO) in collaboration with Valladolid City Council, 
Casa de la India, the University of Valladolid and the Castilla y León Regional Government from 23 to 25 
November. Hundreds of students and young artists from India convened in a national contest where the 
best dance and music schools participated showcasing the most diverse styles of performing arts in the 
country. This year, the last phase of the Cultural Olympiad, with over one hundred performances, was held 
in Valladolid. It was a unique experience during which local educational centres enjoyed guided visits of the 
event and performances and were able to interact with the young participants. These guided visits were 
aimed at Castilla y León’s educational community with the intention of offering participants the opportunity 
to enjoy a diverse and enriching experience. The purpose of these guided tours was not only to promote 
and disseminate Indian performing and musical arts but also for local audiences to experience first hand 
cultural realities and traditions different from their own.

The following centres that participated in the guided visits:

• La Merced Secondary School
• Cardinal Mendoza Infants and Primary School
• José Jiménez Lozano Secondary School
• Delicias Secondary School
• History and Music Sciences degree students. University of Valladolid

PROJECTS WITH EDUCATIONAL CENTRES 
COLLABORATION WITH EMILIO FERRARI SECONDARY SCHOOL AND CENTRE FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION PRAE
17	FEBRUARY

Under the framework of the International Year of Sustainable Tourism for Development 2017 designated 
by the UN General Assembly to promote a better understanding among the peoples of the world, Emilio 
Ferrari Secondary School together with the Centre for Environmental Education PRAE and in collaboration 
with other resources and institutions, organised an event which included our participation in this 
commemorative and awareness day. In the afternoon, students and speakers visited Casa de la India and 
were introduced to Indian culture and learned about the existing relationship between the two countries in 
the area of Sustainable Urban Development, through a general framework of cooperation for the exchange 
of experiences in Heritage Conservation and Promotion of Tourism between India and Spain. The event 
ended with a practical dance session with Monica de la Fuente, Kalasangam coordinator and teacher and 
Artistic director of Lab-India, Laboratory of Indian Performing Arts and Music at Casa de la India.

3.4.4.
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ESCUELA DE LA INDIA AT SANTINIKETAN, INDIA 
6		-	14	FEBRUARY,	SANTINIKETAN,	INDIA		

The coordinator of Escuela de la India Mercedes de la Fuente and music teacher Tatiana Rodríguez, 
member of the pedagogical team of the Escuela de la India, visited Santiniketan (the Abode of Peace), 
the school created by Rabindranath Tagore in 1901, near Kolkata, India. With the name Patha - Bhavana 
it still continues today, next to the International Visva Bharati University (wisdom and solidarity) also 
created by Tagore in 1918, along with other educational institutions, museums, cultural centres, 
libraries, which make up an extraordinary educational and cultural complex.

The aim of the visit was to see first hand and assess Tagore’s educational model and the importance 
given to art and especially music in education, since despite having been created in the last century; his 
educational model is still totally valid today. Escuela de la India’s educational values are inspired by 
Rabindranth Tagore’s theory and practice of integral education, an arduous defender of the dialogue 
between cultures and peoples. With this mission of promoting intercultural dialogue, the Escuela de la 
India delegation took part in the following activities and visits in Santiniketan:

• Meeting with Tagore expert and researcher, José Paz
• Visit to the Rabindra Bhavana museum with Tapati Mukherjee, Pro-Vice-chancellor for Culture and 

Cultural Relations and Director of Rabindra-Bhavana (Institute of Tagore Studies and Research) at the 
Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan India,

• Visit to Patha Bhavana (Institute of Primary and Secondary Education) with Director Mrs Bodhipura 
Sinha, including a meeting with the teachers and a presentation of the teaching model

• Intercultural event with secondary school students
• Visit to Santhal village and meeting with local youths
• Visit to the Santiniketan farm school
• Inercultural meeting with students from different Visva Bharati Institutes
• Lecture at the Vinaya Bhavana (Institute of Education) by Tatiana Rodríguez on music teaching methods 

in Spain
• Intercultural encounter with Sangit Bhavana (Institute of Dance, Drama and Music) students and 

teachers. 
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INDIAN CULTURE IN THE CLASSROOMS OF LA MERCED SECONDARY SCHOOL IN VALLADOLID 
2016	-	2017	ACADEMIC	YEAR	

For yet another year, the Working Group Sarasvati (Indian culture in the classrooms of La Merced 
Secondary School) reinstated its activities with two of its founding members music teacher Asunción 
Cuadrado, and geography and history teacher Luís Carretero Ajo, and the addition of English teacher 
Miguel Ángel Bragado. Thanks to this new team member we are able to continue our ties with the 
students of the bilingual section of the school where it has been possible to carry out activities related to 
Indian culture in English.

The educational project "Indian Culture in the Classrooms of La Merced Secondary School" began 
during the 2011-2012 academic year, as a Working Group at the La Merced Secondary School based on a 
cooperation agreement with Casa de la India. The objective was to reinforce teaching activities related 
to English and interculturality in such a way that knowledge of Indian culture would enrich pupils’ 
worldview. This educational project was integrated into the Compulsory Secondary Education Curriculum 
in terms of both general and specific objectives, as well as its contribution to acquiring basic skills. At the 
same time, during the 2013-2014 academic year, the project (work group) was recognised by the CEFIE 
(Center for Teacher Training and Educational Innovation of Valladolid).

The events undertaken during the 2016-17 academic year consisted of: 

• Visit to the exhibition “Forms and Devotion: Art and Spirituality India Today” in the Municipal Exhibition 
Hall in the Iglesia de las Franceses in Valladolid. 22 September 2016.

• Lecture at La Merced Secondary School “The Importance of Hindi in Today´s World” by teacher Deepti 
Prakash, Hindi Chair of the University of Valladolid and the ICCR (Indian Council for Cultural Relations). 
28 November 2016.

• VII India Day at La Merced Secondary School. 9 May 2017.
• Guided visit of Casa de la India with presentations and other activities providing an introduction to 

Indian culture. 23 June 2017.
• Talks – “Discovering India” and “Hindi in Classrooms” by Hindi teacher Deepti Prakash at La Merced 

Secondary School.  18 and 19 December 2017.

COLLABORATION WITH THE RURAL CENTRE FOR EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION (CRIE) IN 
FUENTEPELAYO, SEGOVIA. EDUCATIONAL INNOVATION PROJECT "TROTAMUNDI" 
2016-	2017	ACADEMIC	YEAR

The Rural Centre for Educational Innovation (CRIE), located in the town of Fuentepelayo is one of the nine 
centres for educational innovation that exist in Castilla y León and its main objective is to try to respond to 
the needs of a social, organisational, technical and operational nature, as requested by different public 
education centres, located mainly in the rural areas throughout the province of Segovia. That is why, over 
twenty-one academic weeks, pupils from primary education years 5 and 6, selected from all the schools 
admitted after having applied beforehand, participate in an innovation project with a different key subject 
for each year group. The CRIE makes the commitment to carry out different activities from an innovative, 
globalising and socialisation perspective amongst the participating centres, to provide continuity to the 
work undertaken by their pupils when they return to their school of origin.
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In the 2016-17 academic year, the CRIE in Fuentepelayo implemented the educational innovation project 
Trotamundi, with the key theme of  “Sustainable Tourism”, seen as being a socio-cultural phenomenon 
encouraging awareness of different places and cultures, from the perspective of respect and conservation.

The UN declared 2017 as the International Year of Sustainable Tourism. The resolution, approved on 4 
December, recognizes “the importance of international tourism, and particularly of the designation of an 
international year of sustainable tourism for development, in fostering better understanding among 
peoples everywhere, in leading to a greater awareness of the rich heritage of various civilizations and in 
bringing about a better appreciation of the inherent values of different cultures, thereby contributing to 
the strengthening of peace in the world”, according to a statement by the World Tourism Organisation 
(UNWTO).

A fundamental aspect of this innovation project being implemented in the CRIE is the organisation of 
educational visits, which allow pupils to interact with each other and coexist in a more convivial and relaxed 
atmosphere. The need for the pupils to handle and observe aspects related to the project contents in situ 
means that these visits are intrinsic to a more meaningful learning experience, and an important tool 
within the teaching-learning process.

During the educational visits organised on Tuesdays during the months of October, November and 
December to Casa de la India, the objective was for the pupils to learn about general aspects of India, its 
potential as a tourist destination and for this to serve as a context in the event of planning a trip to that 
destination. 

The art, culture, customs, beliefs, people, religions, languages, etc., of India was the fundamental focus of 
these visits promoting greater assimilation and personal experience for the students. 772 pupils from the 
province of Segovia participated in these events.

Participating centres during the 2017 academic year:  

• San Rafael Rural School; Arcipreste de Hita Infants and Primary School, El Espinar, 10 January
• San Gil Infants and Primary School, Cuellar; El Olmar Rural School, Olombrada; Tres Casas Infants and 

Primary School, Tres Casas, 17 January
• Arcipreste de Hita Infants and Primary School, El Espinar; El Encinar Rural School, La Losa, Otero, Vegas, 

24 January
• Retama Rural School, Chañe, 31 January
• La Pradera Infants and Primary School, Valsain; Agapito Marazuela Infants and Primary School, La 

Granja; Atalaya Infants and Primary School, Palazuelos de Eresma, February 7
• Agapito Marazuela Infants and Primary School, La Granja;San Juan Bautista Infants and Primary School, 

Carbonero El Mayor, 14 February
• Los Almendros Rural School, La Lastrilla; Marqués del Arco Infants and Primary School, San Cristóbal, 21 

February
• Mirador de la Sierra School, Villacastín; Marqués del Arco Infants and Primary School, San Cristóbal de 

Segovia, 7 March 
• Reyes Católicos Rural School, Turégano; de Riaza Rural School, Riaza, March 14. 
• Obispo Fray Sebastián Rural School, Nava de la Asunción; El Pinar Rural School, Navas de Oro, 21 March
• Las Cañadas Rural School, Aguilafuente, 28 March   
• Sangarcía Rural School, Sangarcía; Marqués del Arco Infants and Primary School, San Cristóbal de 

Segovia; Atalaya Infants and Primary School, Palazuelos de Eresma, 18 April 
• Marqués de Lozoya Infants and Primary School, Torrecaballeros; Los Arenales Infants and Primary 

School, Cantalejo; Teodosio El Grande Infants and Primary School, Coca, 9 May
• Los Arenales Infants and Primary School, Cantalejo; de Riaza Rural School, Riaza, 16 May

GUIDED VISITS TO CASA DE LA INDIA
The purpose of these visits is to familiarise schoolchildren with Casa de la India through a programme of 
visits with workshops adapted to the different educational levels and so foster personal encounters with 
Indian culture. These guided visits cover the Centre’s different spaces and installations, including the 
exhibitions regularly hosted there to demonstrate different aspects of Indian culture.

3.4.5.
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This year, the groups that organised visits to Casa de la India were able to see the following exhibitions:

EXHIBITION: “FORMS OF DEVOTION: ART AND SPIRITUALITY IN INDIA TODAY”
4	OCTOBER	2016	–	17	JANUARY	2017

The "Forms of Devotion" exhibition is a multidimensional project devised around the notion of India’s 
spiritual and devotional tradition. The different groups who visited this exhibition were able to dynamically 
enjoy a large variety of artistic styles and traditions which communicate with each other from a modern 
perspective, reflecting the diversity of regions and realities in India today and share common ground in the 
exploration of spirituality and the divine.   

• San Rafael Rural School San Rafael, 10 January
• Arcipreste de Hita Infants and Primary School, El Espinar, 10 January
• San Gil Infants and Primary School, Cuellar, 17 January
• El Olmar Rural School, Olombrada, 17 January
• Tres Casas Infants and Primary School, Tres Casas, 17 January

EXHIBITION "10 YEARS OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA CENTRE".
11	MAY	-	1	JUNE

The photographic exhibition "10 Years of the Casa de la India Centre", produced by the University of 
Valladolid Department of the Pro-Vice-chancellor for Internationalization and Linguistic Policy and 
designed by the University of Valladolid School of Architecture and Casa de la India, is divided in two 
sections: one dedicated to the refurbishment of the building to become the Casa de la India centre, a 
project carried out by a team of architects formed by Julio Grijalba, Alberto Grijalba, Paloma Gil, Eduardo 
Carazo and Víctor J. Ruiz, and another section on the Casa de la India Foundation: the institution, 
objectives, cultural activities (music, dance, exhibitions), etc.

• Iñigo de Toro Infants and Primary School, 11 May
• Profesor Tierno Galván Infants and Primary School, 16 May
• Los Arenales Infants and Primary School, Cantalejo, 16 May
• de Riaza Rural School, Riaza, 16 May

EXHIBITION "INDIA THROUGH MY PAINTINGS"
8	JUNE	8	–	10	JULY

Through printing, collage, acrylics and sprays, the artist Rous Laveda gave us a forceful glimpse of Indian 
culture. The joy of life in India is expressed in bright colours and spirituality through their gods and 
mandalas.  

• Fundación Secretariado Gitano, 13 June
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LIBRARY
The Casa de la India library is a centre specialising in providing information about India. In addition to 
giving readers and researchers access to knowledge about the cultural heritage of India, one of the 
library’s main tasks is to collaborate in Casa de la India’s cultural and educational activities.

The library has a collection of documents comprising over 3,000 references including books, periodicals, 
audio-visual (CD and DVD) and multimedia (CD-ROM) material). India’s linguistic wealth is reflected in 
the variety of languages that make up the library’s collection, including English, Spanish, Hindi, Bengali 
and Malayalam. To guarantee access to the culture and knowledge of India, the library makes music, film, 
art and monographs available to users, covering multiple fields of knowledge, such as philosophy, 
religion, society, politics, economics, travel, history and art, among others.

The library’s catalogue is integrated into the library network of Castilla y León, whose collective 
catalogue can be accessed online (http://rabel.jcyl.es), in order to look up items from the library’s 
collection as well as its new features, in addition to having the option to request bookings and renewals 
of loaned items. All users may borrow two books for 15 days and one CD, one DVD and one CD-ROM for 
seven days. 

The Casa de la India library is open Monday to Friday from 10 am to 2 pm and from 5 pm to 8 pm (closed 
Monday afternoons). There are two types of card for accessing the library:

• Castilla y and León Regional Library user card issued by any library in the Castilla y León Library Net-
work (RABEL). This is required for any type of loan.

• Friend of Casa de la India card (in any category). This card is required to use both the library’s lounge as 
well as its garden to consult, read or study. Holders of this card can also take advantage of other library 
services such as SDI and the WiFi area.

JOSÉ PAZ RABINDRANATH TAGORE LIBRARY
In 2017, Casa de la India continued its work to disseminate the figure and work of Rabindranath Tagore.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE MEMORIAL: “TAGORE IN INDIAN CINEMA”
7	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

As with every year, Casa de la India paid homage to Rabindranath Tagore by organising a lecture and 
screening “Tagore in India Cinema”, by writer and film director Sangeeta Datta in conversation with 
Guillermo Rodriguez, Director of Casa de la India. It was held on 7 May in commemoration of the birth 
anniversary of the writer, musician, educator and painter Rabindranath Tagore and within the framework 
of the 50th edition of the Valladolid Book Fair.

Rabindranath Tagore is the most adapted writer in the Indian cinema. Some of the most important 
adaptations, such as Charulata, Teen Kanya or Ghare Baire, were directed y Satyajit Ray and by other 
directors Hemen Gupta (Kabuliwala) and Rituparno Ghosh (Choker Bali).

Sangeeta Datta is a writer, filmmaker and film historian. Moreover, she works to promote South Asian 
arts in the United Kingdom. Her film Life Goes On was produced by Stormglass Productions. She writes 
and directs theatrical works and one of her recent productions was Gitanjali, a tribute to Rabindranath 
Tagore. She has directed documentaries (The Way I see It, In Search of Durga, Working with Worries) and 
short films (Letters from an Ordinary Girl); she has been assistant director of Brick Lane (feature film 
from the UK) and has collaborated extensively with the film director Rituparno Ghosh in films like 
Chokher Bali, Raincoat, Antarmahal and The Last Lear.

4.

4.1.
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“TAGORE UNIVERSE” IN THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF MUSEUMS AND THE EUROPEAN NIGHT OF 
MUSEUMS
18	&	20	MAY,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA,	VALLADOLID

Within the framework of the International Day of Museums and the European Night of Museums, the 
general public was able to visit the “Tagore Universe” as part of the Casa de la India library. A prolific 
writer who worked with three greatest literary genres with ease, Tagore received the Nobel Prize for 
Literature in 1913. Moreover, he was a musician, and composed more than two thousand songs and two 
national anthems – those of India and Bangladesh; a painter, whose works were presented in important 
art galleries around the world and with a peculiar aesthetic that would influence coming generations; 
and an educator, creating a new school Santiniketan (a peaceful abode), where till this day students are 
trained under the shade of tree in the values of kindness, truth and beauty.

EDUCATIONAL SESSION IN CAMPO GRANDE IN VALLADOLID
TAGORE’S OPEN AIR SCHOOL CLASS
1	JUNE,	CAMPO	GRANDE,	VALLADOLID

Casa de la India’s educational project, Escuela de la India, organised an open-air experimental 
educational workshop in the Campo Grande in Valladolid under the slogan Tagore’s Open Air School 
Class, based on Rabindranath Tagore’s educative model created at Santiniketan.

The organisation of the educational workshop, coordinated by Mercedes de la Fuente, project leader of 
Escuela de la India, was centred on the following disciplines: music; dance; poetry and painting. 
Valladolid’s Cardenal Mendoza Public School students participated in the classes which were given by 
specialised teachers, people who have personally experienced the Santiniketan model: Tatiana 
Rodriguez (music), Mónica de la Fuente (dance) and David Rodriguez (poetry and painting).

Professor Tapati Pro-Vice-chancellor of Culture and Cultural Relations of Visva Bharati University, 
Santiniketan, India founded by Rabindranath Tagore, was the guest of honour. 
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BOOK PRESENTATIONS
The following books were presented at Casa de la India in 2017:

• When Mirrors Are Windows: A View of A.K. Ramanujan's Poetics by Guillermo Rodríguez (Oxford 
University Press). 16 March

• La embajadora (The Ambassador) by Pilar Tena (Roca Editorial). 30 March
• Sagrada Benarés, Santa Varanasi (Sacred Benares, Holy Varanasi) by Ramón Rodríguez Llera (Ediciones 

Universidad de Valladolid). 28 September
• Encuentros Culturales Indo-Españoles (1956-2016): impactos y visiones (Indo – Spanish Cultural 

Encounters, 1956-2016, Impact and visions) VV. AA., edited by Gonçal López Nadal and Anil Dhingra 
(Jahawarlal Nehru University, New Delhi). 17 November

4.2.	
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COOPERATION AND ENTERPRISE
In the area of cooperation and enterprise, Casa de la India hopes to serve as a bridge between different 
institutions and public and private entities facilitating collaboration between companies and chambers of 
commerce of Spain and India, and various civil society stakeholders that work for social and economic 
development: NGOs, universities and research centres. This activity is concentrated in several related 
fields and the following lines of action:

• The organisation of short programmes and academic visits, training programmes, and the coordination 
of long-term projects with partners in India and Spain.

• Promotional visits for the tourism industry and actions related to the film industry.

• Actions to facilitate new collaboration agreements between companies, universities and research 
centres in Spain and India.

• Promotion of business and multi-sector meetings, trade delegations and work meetings to establish 
contacts and trade relations of cooperation between different institutions.

COOPERATION WITH THE CITY OF AHMEDABAD
Within the framework of the Twinning Protocol between Valladolid and Ahmedabad signed on 3 July, 
2017, a meeting was held at the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation on 1 November, 2017 with the 
participation of Mukesh Kumar, Municipal Commissioner, J.S. Prajapati, Deputy Municipal Commissioner 
for Urban Development, Ketan Thakkar, Deputy Municipal Commissioner for Heritage, Guillermo 
Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, Amit Nagyal, Director of Business Development for Smart Cities 
in India with Indra Sistemas India and various civil servants of the Municipal Corporation working in the 
area of urban development and heritage. The objectives of this meeting were to establish the roadmap 
for the implementation of the points covered in the Twinning Protocol, which include the creation of a 
Twinning System and the preparation of a provisional plan of action for activities to be carried out in 
2018 following the guidelines set out in clause 2 of the protocol and that would be approved by both 
parties in the near future. The various participants and experts present at this meeting discussed 
opportunities for cooperation with Valladolid and Spain in Ahmedabad's plans to transform itself into a 
Smart City, with special emphasis on lighting technologies for heritage buildings and areas, mobility, 
traffic management, tourism, culture and training. The representative of Indra Sistemas India, in turn, 
offered a presentation of the integral technology systems that the company is applying in other cities of 

5.	

5.1.	
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the world, and that could be replicated in Ahmedabad. The director of Casa de la India also had the 
opportunity to inform the representatives of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation of the activities planned 
for the end of 2017, including the participation of India as a Guest Country in INTUR, the Castilla y León 
International Internal Tourism Trade Fair (23 to 26 November). In this fair, Casa de la India and Valladolid 
City Council made available publicity material about Ahmedabad as a tourist destination, highlighting 
the fact that Ahmedabad is the first Indian city to be assigned UNESCO World Heritage Site status.

After receiving the minutes of this meeting with the proposal of activities, Valladolid City Council held a 
meeting on 19 December 2017 where it was proposed that the Mayor's office would be responsible for 
the Twinning management.  A Twinning Committee was formed in Valladolid to support the management 
team and offer technical advice, composed by José Ignacio Herrán, Chief of Staff, Mayor´s Office, 
Valladolid City Council, Juan Manuel Guimerans, Director of the Area of Culture and Tourism, Rosa 
Huertas, Director of the Department of Finance, Public Function and Economic Promotion, and Guillermo 
Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India. Based on the text of the protocol and the minutes issued by the 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation of the meeting on 1 November 2017, the following activities to be 
developed by both municipalities were proposed in 2018:

a. Advice on public lighting systems based on renewable energies, including heritage and tourist routes 
(Smart Lighting and Smart Heritage).

b. Mobility planning, with traffic management and parking, including the introduction of electric 
mobility in old town centres.

c. 2 visits by delegations to the Twinned cities in 2018.

d. Exchange trips for students between the ages of 15 and 17: a group from a secondary school in 
Ahmedabad (to be identified) will visit Valladolid and a group from the Jesús y María School in 
Valladolid will visit Ahmedabad.

e. Facilitate the promotion of Ahmedabad as a World Heritage City in FITUR, Madrid International 
Tourism Fair (17-21 January, with India as Guest Country), including advice management and 
appropriate contacts. Facilitate the promotion of Valladolid as a tourist destination in fairs or tourism 
events in Gujarat / India (to be determined), including advice management and appropriate contacts.

f. Cultural activity: collaboration for the presentation of a music and dance show by artists from 
Valladolid (including flamenco artists) and Ahmedabad at a music and dance festival in Ahmedabad 
in the autumn of 2018.

g. Exchanges for engineering students between the University of Valladolid and Ahmedabad University 
under the agreement signed between both universities (the University of Valladolid offers 5 places in 
its international term for University of Ahmedabad engineering students).

h. Advice for the preparation of an Inventory of Assets of Cultural Interest (buildings and unique assets 
and urban areas).

i. Preparation of a joint proposal under the European Union call for the “Horizon 2020” project for 
efficient water management.

COOPERATION IN THE FILM AND TOURISM INDUSTRIES
Throughout 2017 several visits, forums and work meetings were organised for the promotion of Spain as 
a tourist destination and as a shooting location for Indian cinema, in coordination with the Valladolid 
Film Office, Valladolid City Council and the University of Valladolid.

Film producer Vikram Sandhu (Divya Films) together with a small production team visited locations in 
Valladolid on 2 August, coordinated by the Valladolid Film Office with Casa de la India, for his upcoming 
film projects.

Entrepreneur Virendra Mittal visited Valladolid on 5 July to discuss collaborations in the areas of 
gastronomy, sporting events and film shootings with representatives of Valladolid City Council, the 
Valladolid Film Office and Casa de la India.
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In the same vein, during his visit to India in the autumn of 2017 the director of Casa de la India met with 
various institutions and agencies in order to encourage cooperation in the tourism sector:

• Ahmedabad, 1 November: meetings with representatives of Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation and 
Gujarat Tourism, to prepare the participation of Ahmedabad and Gujarat at the INTUR (November 2017) 
and FITUR (January 2018) fairs and to plan Fam trips for tourism agencies and journalists specialising in 
tourism from Spain to Gujarat in 2018, as well as the implementation of tourism management training 
programmes for students and professionals from India.

• Mumbai, 31 October: working breakfast with the Orbit / Goomo agency representatives to discuss 
developing joint initiatives to attract students and business visits to Valladolid and Castilla y León under 
Study Trips and Executive programmes designed by the University of Valladolid with Casa de la India and 
Valladolid City Council.

• Mumbai, 30 October: Meetings with Kulmeet Makkar, CEO of Film and TV Guild of India, Raman Lamba, 
CEO of PLA Entertainment and Vishesh Bhatt, artistic director of Vishesh Films.

ACADEMIC COOPERATION
VISITS OF ACADEMIC DELEGATIONS TO VALLADOLID
31	MAY	–	4	JUNE		

Professor Tapati Mukherjee, Pro-Vice-chancellor of Culture and Cultural Relations and Director of Rabindra-
Bhavana (Institute of Tagore Studies and Research) at the Visva-Bharati University, Santiniketan India, 
visited Valladolid sponsored by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). She met with the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Valladolid to formalize a collaboration agreement between the Viswa 
Bharati University and the University of Valladolid to promote Rabindranath Tagore Studies at the 
University of Valladolid and in Spain. She also attended a lecture at the Faculty of Education and 
participated in an educational day with schoolchildren organised by the Escuela de la India in Valladolid’s 
Campo Grande.

COOPERATION WITH AHMEDABAD UNIVERSITY
To advance the objectives of the twinning agreement signed by the cities of Valladolid and Ahmedabad 
on 3 July 2017, and specifically in the field of educational cooperation with Ahmedabad University, the 
director of Casa de la India held a meeting with the Vice-Chancellor of Ahmedabad University, Pankaj 
Chandra, the Dean for Strategic Planning, Bikeb Bannerjee, and the director of the Centre For Heritage 
Management, Debashish Nayak on 1 November. In this meeting it was decided to expand the current 
cooperation terms of the exchange agreement between the engineering schools of both universities 
signed in 2010 to promote the exchange of students between both universities in the field of 
engineering in the near future. A draft agreement was also put forward to establish a Spanish chair, 
facilitated by the University of Valladolid, at Ahmedabad University, to promote Spanish language and 
culture, and student exchange.
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In the area of heritage management, it was decided to explore new projects and programmes in order 
to maintain the exchanges of professors, students and architecture experts, in the wake of the success 
of the jointly implemented international cooperation project “Cultural Heritage & Management 
Venture Lab”, funded by the European Union through the EUROPEAID office. This project, which 
ended in September 2016, was led by Casa de la India with four partners: Ahmedabad University, 
Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, the University of Valladolid and Valladolid City Council, in 
collaboration with the Ahmedabad based Urban Management Centre, and City Heritage Centre, and 
the Castilla y León Regional Government’s EVOCH Platform (Economic Value of Cultural Heritage), 
CEARCAL (Castilla y León Regional Handicrafts Centre), and GIRDAC (University of Valladolid’s 
Recognized Research Group for the Development of Contemporary Architecture), in Spain.

In this meeting with the academic authorities of Ahmedabad, as in other work sessions organised with 
the Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation, various formulas and initiatives were analysed to further 
strengthen the Ahmedabad Cultural Heritage Cluster (a connection platform to promote business 
initiatives related to cultural heritage and increase the exchange of information between people 
interested in this sector in Ahmedabad and the state of Gujarat), as well as Ahmedabad Heritage 
Venture Lab (the entrepreneurship laboratory) at Ahmedabad University.

PARTICIPATION IN INTUR: INDIA AS GUEST COUNTRY
The, International Internal Tourism Trade Fair (INTUR) was held in Valladolid from 23 to 26 November 2017, 
and in this edition India was the guest country.

Indian Ambassador to Spain, DB Venkatesh Varma, the Secretary of State for Tourism of the Government 
of Spain, Matilde Asian, the Minister of Culture and Tourism of Castilla y León, María Josefa García Cirac, 
and the Assistant Director of the Tourism Office of the Ministry of Tourism of India for France, Spain, Portu-
gal and Switzerland, BB Mukherjee, among other authorities, participated in the inauguration of the India 
stand on Thursday, 23 November. The India stand at INTUR 2017 was sponsored by the Embassy of India in 
Spain, the Ministry of Tourism of the Government of India (Incredible India) and Casa de la India.

The India Stand included the presence of Incredible India (Ministry of Tourism of India), Air India, Ahmeda-
bad Municipal Corporation, Gujarat Tourism, ASSOCHAM (Indian Chamber of Commerce), Casa de la India 
and the travel agencies Diva India, Cox & Kings, Caper Travel India and ERCO Travels.
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On Friday, 24 November, the travel agency Diva India and Air India raffled a trip to India in among the parti-
cipating companies in the fair and on the 25th; a day open to the general public, Diva India and Qatar 
Airways gave away a trip for two people to India. On Friday the 24th, Valladolid City Council offered a ‘fu-
sion’ cocktail of wines from Valladolid with tapas from India, in collaboration with Air India and the Ministry 
of Tourism of India.

As special events during the opening and closing ceremonies of the Fair, the public was able to enjoy seve-
ral Indian music and dance performances presented by the award winning artists of the Cultural Olympiad 
of Indian Performing Arts and Music, held at the Cúpula de Milenio of Valladolid from 23 to 25 November. 
This Olympiad was organised by the NGO Global Council for Arts and Culture ABSS (Pune, India), Valladolid 
City Council and Casa de la India, in collaboration with the Embassy of India in Spain, the University of Va-
lladolid, the Castilla y León Regional Government, Air India and Qatar Airways. It was a cultural event 
sponsored by UNESCO for students and young artists with the aim of promoting exchange between cultu-
res through art, cultural diversity and tourism. In its seventh edition, the Cultural Olympiad was held for 
the first time in a European city, Valladolid, and after its closing gala more than 200 participants from India 
were able to visit the INTUR fair on the open day, Saturday 25, to see first-hand the rich and varied tourism 
and gastronomy that Valladolid and Castilla y León has to offer.
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PARTICIPATION IN ACTIVITIES OF THE SPAIN-INDIA COUNCIL 
FOUNDATION: THE SPAIN-INDIA FORUM
The Spain-India Forum is a platform to promote investment, links between companies and contacts 
between the civil societies of Spain and India. The second edition of the Forum, that took place in Madrid on 
16 November, 2017 co-organised by the Spain India Council Foundation and the Confederation of Indian 
Industry (CII), focused mainly on the energy sector.

The Forum also discussed the excellent current situation of bilateral relations between Spain and India, 
following the celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations in 2016 and 
the historic official visit of the Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, to Spain.

The aim of the first session was to take stock of the current state of relations between the two countries. 
Moderated by the president of the Real Instituto Elcano, Emilio Lamo de Espinosa, the session started with 
the presentation of the report "Spain and India in Search of Stronger Bilateral Relations" and served as the 
basis for a round table in which the Director General for North America, Asia and Pacific of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, Fidel Sendagorta; the Ambassador of India to Spain, D.B. 
Venkatesh Varma; the Account Manager of Tech Mahindra, Akhil Gupta; the Director of International 
Financial Institutions of CaixaBank, Joan Rosás; and the director of Casa de la India, Guillermo Rodríguez 
participated.

All of them agreed that, although India and Spain have a high potential for collaboration for mutual benefit, 
at present this potential is not being sufficiently exploited. One of the keys to intensify commercial 
exchanges between the two countries is the improvement of the mutual image, both in quantity and 
quality. For this, cultural exchange is fundamental, the soft power, as noted by the director of Casa de la 
India in his speech, emphasizing that culture should be a priority at the state level, since culture is linked to 
the economy and business and has a direct impact on long-term economic and commercial relationships. 
Noting also that the great cultural events and meetings of civil society should involve the creation of a 
country "brand". The importance of educational exchanges and the promotion of Spain as a setting for the 
shooting of Indian films was also highlighted, given that the image of Spain in India improved significantly 
after the premiere of Bollywood films filmed in Spanish locations.
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