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The year 2013 was a special year for our institution as it marked ten years since the foundation 
of Casa de la India. On 17th March 2003 Casa de la India was set up in Valladolid as a cultural 
foundation by the Republic of India through the Embassy of India in Spain, the City Council 
of Valladolid and the University of Valladolid.

Casa de la India in Spain was thus created as a unique platform to promote relations between 
the civil societies of Spain and India in the cultural, academic, institutional and business 
areas, and to raise awareness in Spain of the diversity of Indian contemporary culture and 
society. 

In order to achieve its specific aims and objectives to facilitate a greater level of cooperation 
and exchange between the two countries, Casa de la India relies on the support of the 
Foundation’s three founding patrons, the City Council of Valladolid, the University of 
Valladolid, and the Embassy of India in Spain, and also on the collaboration of the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) of the Government of India. Casa de la India shares its 
vision and objectives with the other two Indian cultural centres set up by ICCR in Europe, the 
Nehru Centre in London, and the Tagore Zentrum in Berlin, though under a different legal 
formula.

Throughout these ten years Casa de la India has organised, managed and participated in 
hundreds of activities in Valladolid and other cities of Spain, Europe and India, operating 
during the first three years (2003-2006) from its temporary offices at Santa Cruz Palace of 
the University of Valladolid, and after November 2011 from its renovated historical building 
at Puente Colgante Street 13 in the heart of Valladolid. 

Our intense annual programmes of activities have covered institutional, cultural, educational, 
cooperation and business events and initiatives, which have allowed us to establish fruitful 
partnerships with numerous public and private entities in Spain and India with a common goal: 
to design and implement long-term strategies that encourage cultural promotion, knowledge 
and the visibility of one country in the other, and thereby to favour greater interaction and 
exchange between India and Spain, two countries containing a rich diversity of cultures and 
societies that are steadily beginning to know each other and work with each other.

In 2013 Casa de la India has celebrated its tenth anniversary with a cultural festival and 
special events in Valladolid and Madrid. It has also been the year to commemorate 100 years 
of Indian Cinema through retrospective film cycles, and 100 years of the Nobel Prize being 
awarded to Rabindranath Tagore with a series of activities ranging from performing arts 
shows and film screenings to book presentations and lectures. On the other hand we also 
paid homage to two outstanding artists who passed away recently: the legendary Pandit 
Ravi Shankar, a member of the Honorary Board of Casa de la India since its inception, and 
filmmaker Rituparno Ghosh, who visited our centre in 2011.

An attractive set of activities, including exhibitions, performances and lectures have also 
been able to tour Spain and Casa de la India thanks to the support of ICCR and its involvement 
in the Europalia.India festival that took place in Brussels and other central European cities 
from autumn 2013.

Casa de la India has also strengthened its ties with the Indian film industry and signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the Film and TV Producers Guild of India which will 
provide a new framework to coordinate with Indian film production houses and Spanish 
institutions the visits of Indian producers to Spain, film shootings and other exchanges 
between the two film industries. 

Another highlight has been the fruitful development of the existing cooperation partnerships 
with the University of Ahmedabad and the Municipal Corporation of Ahmedabad in the field 
of heritage management, business enterprises and tourism. A process which began in 2008 

	 PRESENTATION
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with a friendship agreement between the cities of Ahmedabad and Valladolid and which has 
now matured into short-term intensive training programmes under the main universities of 
both cities. It is further being articulated in an ambitious EU-funded cooperation project, 
the “Cultural Heritage and Management Venture Lab,” which will be implemented from the 
end of the year 2013 until 2016, and will hopefully point the way to a new era in India-Spain 
relations, creating economic growth and wealth based on knowledge and academic and civic 
cooperation.

We have truly come a long way in Indo-Spanish relations since the turn of the last century, 
when Spain finally started to focus its attention on India, and Indian entrepreneurs also 
began to show interest in Spain as a country that is open, friendly and very competitive in 
many sectors. Around the year 2000, when we initiated the process to set up Casa de la 
India under the joint cooperation between the University of Valladolid, the City Council of 
Valladolid, and the Embassy of India, there were many in Spain who did not quite see India´s 
transformation as an ancient, yet vibrant culture that was re-inventing itself, the largest 
democracy in the world and an emerging economy and geopolitical power.

Of course there was the historical past. Though Columbus had sailed from Spain to find 
a new route to India, he found a new continent and since then Spain had been looking at 
America as the land of opportunities. Asia was only slowly being re-discovered by Spain at 
the turn of the new millennium.

Now business exchanges have increased exponentially over the years, Spanish tourists 
and travellers have explored every corner of the subcontinent, and the demand for the 
Spanish language in India is greater than ever before. Even Bollywood has set its eyes on the 
picturesque landscapes of Spain as perfect locations for its colourful masala movies. 

Yet there is still so much to be done to bring Spain and India closer. The potential and the 
opportunities of what the two countries have to offer to each other are still untapped. 
Much of the gap, and even missed opportunities, are due to the lack of larger expertise 
and specialisation. We still need to deepen our knowledge of each other and overcome 
clichés. We need to encourage a knowledge-based relationship based on culture, education, 
research and innovation, and promote more exchanges of civil servants, politicians, business 
leaders, professionals, artists, educationists and academics, writers and thinkers etc.  
Yes, seeing is believing! By visiting Spain and travelling around India we will experience 
and also foster lasting friendships because there is an immediate affinity, a warmth and 
hospitality embedded in both our cultures.

And then there is also the acute need to train and nurture a larger number of experts who 
will be able to interpret the nuances and complexities of the Indian and Spanish societies to 
professionals, business entrepreneurs, as well as to the general public, and serve as bridge-
builders for a wider ex-change that will expand the scope of action and open up new vistas 
and opportunities before us in a global, interconnected world. Such a dialogue will ultimately 
enrich our relationship with the world outside and deepen our knowledge of our own inner 
selves.

Dr. Guillermo Rodríguez Martín  
Director
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1.1.	 	BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	OF	THE	
CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	FOUNDATION
CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	FOUNDATION	BOARD	OF	TRUSTEES	MEETINGS	IN	2013
Two Board Meetings were held at Casa de la India on June 12th and November 20th in 2013. The Board of 
Trustees, comprising representatives from the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council and the 
University of Valladolid, is the highest governing body of the Casa de la India Foundation and is responsible 
for its management and control. It is composed of a President, a Vice-president and vocal members. The 
presidency is rotary and is held successively for two-year periods by the Mayor of Valladolid City Council 
and by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid.

The Board of Trustee members as at the last board meeting held on November 20th were as follows:

President

Francisco Javier León de la Riva   
Mayor,	Valladolid	City	Council	

Vice President

Marcos Sacristán Represa   
Vice-Chancellor,	University	of	Valladolid

VOcAL MeMBers

Sunil Lal   
Ambassador	of	India	to	Spain

Mercedes Cantalapiedra Álvarez   
Councillor	for	Trade,	Culture	and	Tourism,	Valladolid	City	Council

José María Marbán Prieto  
Pro	Vice-Chancellor	of	International	Relations	and	University	Extension	of	the	University	of	Valladolid

Biraja Prasad   
Deputy	Chief	of	Mission	of	the	Embassy	of	India	in	Spain

secretArY

Guillermo Rodríguez Martín   
Director,	Casa	de	la	India

1.2.	 COUNCIL	OF	HONOUR
Honorary board members are drawn from outstanding personalities and institutions whose functions 
are honorific and consultative with the aim of providing a better service for the Foundation. Her Royal 
Highness Princess Irene of Greece holds the Presidency of the Council of Honour. In 2013, businessman 
Ratan Tata and maestro Zubin Mehta were among the distinguished members of the Council of Honour. 

President

HRH Princess Irene of Greece  

 
MeMBers OF tHe cOUnciL OF HOnOUr

Ratan Tata 

Zubin Mehta 

1.	 INSTITUTIONAL
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1.3.	 FRIENDS	AND	BOARD	OF	FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
The Casa de la India Board of Friends (Junta de Amigos) acts to promote, stimulate and support cultural 
and educational initiatives, such as management and cooperation programmes between India and Spain. 
As well as encouraging involvement with people interested in Indian culture and society, becoming a 
Friend (Amigo) of Casa de la India allows for more frequent contact with the Foundation and privileged 
participation in the regular activities and special events organised by Casa de la India.

FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
One of the main aims of the Casa is to offer its visitors a variety of services which cater to their interests 
and needs. To better take advantage of the activities and services offered, all our visitors are invited to 
become Friends (Amigos) of Casa de la India, by means of an annual contribution, which allows them to 
enjoy a range of benefits and discounts as well as receiving monthly updates concerning all the activities 
organised by Casa de la India. 

BOARD	OF	FRIENDS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA
The Casa de la India Board of Friends (Junta de Amigos) as a body of the Casa de la India Foundation is 
defined in the Statutes of the Foundation. The purpose of the Board of Friends is to propose, suggest, 
and collaborate in initiatives related to the Foundation’s objectives. The Board of Friends regulations 
allow for the following types of members:

• Benefactor Friends 

• Sponsor Friends

• Collaborator Friends

• Emeritus Friends

In 2013, the Board of Friends included the following emeritus friends:

Fernando colomo and Beatriz de la Gándara (colomo Producciones)

Julio Juberías

Viswanathan Anand
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1.4.	 	INSTITUTIONAL	EVENTS
Since its founding Casa de la India has aimed is to promote a greater awareness of India in Spain by serving 
as a platform for collaboration and cooperation between institutions. As a foundation created by three 
public entities, the Republic of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council and the 
University of Valladolid, this function is considered to be of the highest importance.

CELEBRATION	OF	INDIA´S	INDEPENDENCE	DAY		
AUGUST	15,	PEACE	PARK,	VALLADOLID

The Indian community of Valladolid came together on August 15th in the city’s Parque de la Paz (Peace 
Park) at the statue of Mahatma Gandhi to celebrate the anniversary of India’s independence. The Indian 
Cultural Association of Castilla y León organised this ceremonious event in which the Indian community 
praised Gandhi’s principles of non-violence and remembered those who gave their lives in the fight for 
Indian independence so that future generations would have a better life.

The Association which represents the Indian community in Castilla y León, who are mostly from the south-
Indian state of Kerala, organises diverse cultural activities. The association provides a support network not 
only for its members but also for many of the Indian immigrants who arrive in Valladolid looking for work, 
helping to get to know the city and learn Spanish.

CELEBRATION	OF	ONAM		
SEPTEMBER	21

The harvest festival Onam, one of the most important festivals in Kerala, is celebrated in the month of 
Chingam in the Malayalam calendar (end of August and beginning of September). In 2013 the date was 
September 16th although the celebration organised by the Indian Cultural Association of Castilla and León 
was actually held at Casa de la India on Saturday September 21st.

Traditionally, all the activities during this season are centred on worship, music, dance, sports, boat 
races and good food. Casa de la India celebrated Onam with some of the local South Indian community 
who organised a day of poetry readings, joke-telling, music, songs, dance, a fashion parade and even a 
representation of part of the story of Mahavali.

COMMEMORATION	OF	GANDHI	JAYANTI		
OCTOBER	2,	MADRID	AND	VALLADOLID

The International Day of Non-Violence was set as the 2nd of October by the United Nations to coincide with 
Gandhi Jayanti, the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (2nd October 1869). In 2013, two events were 
organised – one in Madrid and one in Valladolid to commemorate Gandhi Jayanti.

In Madrid, the Ambassador of India to Spain, Sunil Lal, representing the Government of India, presented 
the City of Madrid with a statue of Mahatma Gandhi which has been placed in the Plaza de Joan Miró in 
the centre of the city. The sculpture was unveiled by Her Majesty Queen Sofia of Spain on October 2nd 2013. 

9



The ceremony was attended by the Spanish Minister of Defence, Mr. Pedro Morenés Eulate; Minister 
of Industry, Energy and Tourism, Mr. José Manuel Soria López; the Mayor of Madrid, Ms. Ana Botella, 
Ambassador of India to Spain, Mr Sunil Lal, and his wife, Mrs Gitanjali Lal, President of the Spain-
India Council Foundation, Mr. Antonio Escámez, Vice President of the Spain-India Council Foundation,  
Mr. Mohan Chainani, Pro Vice-Chancellor of International Relations and University Extension of the 
University of Valladolid, Mr. José María Marbán Prieto and Casa de la India Director, Guillermo Rodriguez. 
Around 30 Ambassadors to Spain and over 350 guests including members of the Indian community, 
important Spanish dignitaries, special invitees and friends of India were also present.

During the ceremony, devotional hymns dear to Mahatma Gandhi such as, ‘Vaishnav jan to teene kahiye je’ 
and ‘Raghupati Raghav Raja Ram’ were sung by students of the Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School 
Choir from Valladolid under the guidance of Casa de la India. The bronze statue, by Ram Sutar, weighs 
360 kilos and represents Mahatma Gandhi as he started the Salt March on March 12th 1930. The pedestal 
was installed by the Spain-India Council Foundation. With this last statue, there are now three statues of 
Mahatma Gandhi in public spaces in Spain: Gran Canaria, Valladolid and Madrid.

In Valladolid the celebration of Gandhi Jayanti on October 2nd included the traditional flower offering at 
the statue of Mahatma Gandhi located in the Peace Park of the city. The flowers were placed at the feet 
of the Mahatma by members of the local Indian community and Casa de la India representatives. This was 
followed by a screening of Amit Rai’s 2009 film, Road to Sangam at Casa de la India.

1.5.	 INSTITUTIONAL	COLLABORATIONS	
	 WITH	OTHER	ORGANISATIONS

CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	AND	THE	SPAIN-INDIA	COUNCIL	FOUNDATION	
Casa de la India has been on the board of trustees of the Spain-India Council Foundation, whose presidency 
is held by Antonio Escámez, since its creation in April 2009. The Span-India Council Foundation is the result 
of efforts by the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, collaborating private companies, 
institutions, universities and business schools and representatives of Spanish civil society from diverse 
sectors interested to create a body to maintain contacts and carry out specific projects with India in areas 
such as economy, commerce and business cooperation, as well as in cultural, scientific, civic, educational 
and environmental sectors. As a board member Casa de la India was invited to participate in the Foundation’s 
biannual board meetings held on June 26th in Zaragoza and on December 19th in Madrid. In Zaragoza the 
Board Meeting was preceded by a Seminar on Business Opportunities for Spanish SME´s inaugurated by 
Gustavo de Arístegui, Ambassador of Spain to India. In the meeting held on December 19th  in Madrid, Alonso 
Dezcallar was nominated as the new secretary general of the Foundation.

INSTITUTIONAL	RELATIONS	WITH	THE	EUROINDIA	CENTRE	
The EuroIndia Centre is a network of more than sixty members – academics, experts, companies, cities and 
other bodies (universities, training centres etc.) – from India and Europe. The centre’s co-chair in 2013 was 
Colette Mathur and the general secretariat is held by Michel Sabatier. The director of Casa de la India is a 
member of the board and the Valladolid City Council is a civic member of the EuroIndia Centre.

euroindia centre Board Meeting, June 24, Paris

The 26th Board Meeting and the 11th Assembly General of Members of the EuroIndia Centre were held on 
June 14th in Paris. The main objective of this meeting, in which the Director of Casa de la India participated, 
was to discuss the planning of the sixth EuroIndia Summit to be held in 2013 in Hyderabad. The EuroIndia 
Centre based in La Rochelle, France, has been represented in Spain by its Spain Desk which has been based 
at Casa de la India since the 24th of June 2010.

Vi euroindia summit, October 21-22, Hyderabad 

Javier León de la Riva, Mayor of Valladolid, Alberto Grijalba, Professor of Architecture at the University 
of Valladolid and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India attended the VI EuroIndia Summit 
organised by EuroIndia Centre in Hyderabad on October 21st-22nd.
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The Mayor of the City of Valladolid, also in his capacity as the President of Casa de la India and President 
of the International Committee of the Spanish federation of Municipalities and Regions (FEMP) led a 
European delegation of about 50 participants from nine different cities. In his presentation at the Summit, 
the Mayor highlighted the importance of tourism as a source of progress and wealth, and the policies for 
the conservation and management of heritage to attract visitors.

INSTITUTIONAL	RELATIONS	WITH	AHMEDABAD	
The City of Valladolid signed a Friendship Protocol with the city of Ahmedabad in 2008 to cooperate in joint 
projects promoting heritage and tourism, and both cities are also civic partners of EuroIndia Centre. Within 
this framework the Mayor of Valladolid visited the city of Ahmedabad on October 23rd as an extension 
to the EuroIndia Summit in Hyderabad. In his second visit to this Indian city the Mayor of Valladolid held 
institutional meetings with the Mayor of Ahmedabad, Meenaxiben Patel, the Municipal Commissioner 
of Ahmedabad, Guruprasad Mohapatra, and the Vice-Chancellor of Ahmedabad, Prafull Anubhai. These 
meetings served to expand the relationship between Valladolid and Ahmedabad with a new plan of action 
covering joint projects in the field of heritage promotion, architecture, tourism, business delegations and 
investments to be implemented in the years 2014-2016 under the Ahmedabad-Valladolid Friendship Protocol 
and the EU funded project “Cultural Heritage Management and Venture Lab in Ahmedabad” coordinated by 
Casa de la India with the cities of Ahmedabad and Valladolid, the University of Valladolid and the University 
of Ahmedabad as project partners.

INAUGURATION	OF	THE	INDIA-EUROPE	FOUNDATION	FOR	NEW	DIALOGUES		
JUNE	22,	ZAGAROLO	(ROME)

In the year 2013 The Harsharan Foundation, created by Alain Daniélou in 1969 became FIND - India 
Europe Foundation for New Dialogues - with Jacques Cloarec as its Honorary President. FIND is an 
institution involved in fostering exchange, dialogue and cultural relations between India and the West. It 
is a project envisaged and initiated by Alain Daniélou almost half a century ago and which is now being 
carried out under this new foundation. FIND has permanent offices in Switzerland, France and Italy, 
where it also runs residential programmes at its centre in Zagarolo, near Rome.

In his capacity as a member of the Advisory Committee of FIND the director of Casa de la India was 
invited to take part in the inauguration ceremony of FIND on 22nd June in Zagarolo and Rome with 
institutional participants and experts from India and around the world. 

INAUGURAL	CEREMONY	OF	INDIA	HOUSE	LEUVEN		
OCTOBER	5,	LEUVEN

India House Leuven was opened on October 5th 2013, following the inauguration of the International Arts 
Festival Europalia.India which was held in Brussels and other European cities from October 4th 2013 to 26th 
January 2014. India House Leuven is a joint initiative of the City of Leuven, the KU Leuven University and 
other stakeholders, which include cultural and social organisations, businesses and private individuals 
that have a special interest in the cooperation that exists between India and Belgium. India House Leuven 
hopes to build on a number of initiatives that have taken place in the recent past, such as the EuroIndia 
Summit, which was hosted by the city of Leuven in October 2011, and the Leuven India Focus, an academic 
initiative that has been organising seminars at the KU Leuven since April 2010. As stated by the Deputy 
Mayor of the City of Leuven Mohamed Ridouani, “...the mission of India House Leuven was inspired by a 
similar initiative in Spain: the Casa de la India in the city of Valladolid, which has been in operation for 
more than ten years now.” Casa de la India has been able to offer advice and strategies for the setting up 
of this new India centre in Europe.

Guillermo Rodriguez was in Leuven to attend both the presentation of India House Leuven and the ICCR 
Chair for Modern Indian Studies with Dr. Karan Singh, President of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR) as the chief guest of these functions.



1.6.	 AGREEMENTS
In order to better achieve its aims, the Casa de la India Foundation can establish links and relationships 
with other bodies deemed to be suitable and formalise agreements with organisations and institutions be 
they public, private, national or foreign.  During 2013, Casa de la India signed the following agreements:

A framework agreement between casa de la india and Fundaçao Oriente in Lisbon was signed on 
June 12th to promote the relationship and activity between the two organisations with respect to Spain, 
Portugal and Goa. This agreement will help to strengthen the ties not only between the two institutions, 
but also between the Iberian Peninsula and India, and will pay special attention to activities that fall 
within the areas of culture, investigation, publications, society, science and technology, and economy 
as well as in the areas of programming, management, training and documentation. One of the specific 
points mentioned, within these priority areas for collaboration, is to promote and encourage the study 
of Rabindranath Tagore, in Spanish and Portuguese, with the aid of the José Paz private collection which 
was recently donated to Casa de la India.

Casa de la India signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Film and television Producers 
Guild of india on October 17th with the aim of strengthening ties between the filmmaking industries of 
Spain and India. This two year agreement essentially outlines the aims to share ideas and practices, to 
promote domestic and international film production and promotion, boost mutual understanding of each 
other’s film production markets and promote bilateral cultural understanding. Many of these actions will 
be carried out in collaboration with the Spain Film Commission (of which the recently created Valladolid 
Film Office forms part) and the Spanish Ministry of Culture’s Academy of Cinematographic Arts and 
Sciences (ICAA). The agreement will facilitate not only filming in both countries, with local infrastructure 
and support made easily available, but also the organisation of film festivals and other cultural events to 
showcase the fruits of these projects and increase mutual awareness of the industries in the other country.

1.7.	 GRANTS
Throughout 2013 Casa de la India has taken advantage of several grant and subsidy programmes of 
differing types. In order for Casa de la India to fully meet the demands and objectives laid out in its 
Statutes, it relies on the various grant and aid programmes offered by differing public administrations. 
In 2013, Casa de la India participated in the following schemes:

1.7.1.	 INTERNSHIPS	

WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAMME,	DEPARTMENT	OF	BUSINESS	AND	EMPLOYMENT		
OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
The aim of this programme is to encourage collaboration between the University of Valladolid and the 
companies and public institutions around it, to give students some real work experience and make them 
‘more employable’, with the aim of eventually finding employment as a result. Casa de la India had one 
intern from April to June through this programme.

WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAMME,	MASTER	IN	CULTURAL	INDUSTRIES	MANAGEMENT,	
UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
This programme for work experience, regulated by an agreement between Casa de la India and the 
University of Valladolid, was set up so that the student could see and learn first-hand about Casa de la 
India – its structure, how it is run, work practices and techniques etc. as a practical complement to the 
studies being followed. Casa de la India had one student under this programme from January to March 
to 2013.

WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAMME,	DEGREE	IN	ENGLISH	STUDIES,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
This programme for work experience, regulated by an agreement between Casa de la India and the 
University of Valladolid, was set up so that the student could experience the international and multilingual 
environment of Casa de la India – to learn about its structure, how it is run, work practices and techniques 
etc. as a practical complement to the studies being followed. Casa de la India had one student under this 
programme from October to December to 2013.
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WORK	EXPERIENCE	PROGRAMME,	DEGREE	IN	TRANSLATION	AND	INTERPRETATION,	
UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID
This programme for work experience, regulated by an agreement between Casa de la India and the 
University of Valladolid, was set up so that the student could experience the international and 
multilingual environment of Casa de la India – to learn about its structure, how it is run, work practices 
and techniques etc. as a practical complement to the studies being followed. Casa de la India had one 
student under this programme from November to December to 2013.

VOCATIONAL	TRAINING	PROGRAMME,	REGIONAL	GOVERNMENT	OF	CASTILLA	AND	LEÓN		
AND	CICERÓN	OF	CASTILLA	AND	LEÓN
Until May 2013, Casa de la India had two students for vocational training through this programme 
aimed at students of Vocational Training courses. Later in the year, from September 2013, Casa de la 
India received one new intern through this programme. All the interns received through this scheme 
collaborated in Casa de la India’s educational project, Escuela de la India (India School).

1.7.2.	 SUBSIDIES	

SUBSIDIES	FROM	THE	SPANISH	MINISTRY	OF	EDUCATION,	CULTURE	AND	SPORTS
The Spanish Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports, through the Office of Cultural Action and Promotion, 
announced their award for the project “Spain-India platform for the promotion and dissemination of 
cultural industries” to be carried out by the Association Transcultural Network Kalarte in collaboration 
with Casa de la India. The project aims to encourage cooperation between Spanish and Indian cultural 
industries, using new technologies to provide information and publicity about cultural activities, events, 
artists etc. The aim is also to create a space to train cultural managers and entrepreneurs specialising in 
India, taking advantage of the possibilities offered by such cultural diversity and globalization.

EUROPEAN	UNION	GRANT	AWARDED
Casa de la India was awarded a European grant under the EuropeAid call “Investing in People. Supporting 
culture as a vector of democracy and economic growth”, passing two selection processes to finally be 
awarded the grant. The project “Cultural Heritage & Management Venture Lab” in Ahmedabad, India, 
was submitted in December 2012 by Casa de la India with the University of Valladolid, Valladolid City 
Council, the University of Ahmedabad and Ahmedabad Municipal Council as partners. After approval 
by the European Union, a contract formalising the award was signed in December 2013 with the aim of 
carrying out the project from January 2014 until mid 2016.

The project is set in the field of Cultural Heritage Management and its main objective is to help the 
people of Ahmedabad and Gujarat reap the maximum benefits of their cultural heritage as an economic 
resource. The aim is to achieve this by strengthening the abilities of cultural agents and by creating an 
environment that favours creativity, innovation, professionalization, and entrepreneurial spirit.

Three specific objectives are also identified as a means to achieving this overall objective. One is to 
develop innovative strategies and permanent public-private cooperation networks. Second, is to provide 
technical support to young people and potential entrepreneurs, to raise awareness amongst local 
communities about cultural heritage business initiatives and to promote the economic value of cultural 
heritage and its contribution to the economic development and creation of employment in the region. 
Third, is to encourage access to the professional market and public-private networks at regional, national 
or indo-European levels.

SCHOLARSHIP	PROGRAMMES
scholarships from the indian council for cultural relations (iccr) of the Government of india

Casa de la India collaborated in publicising and informing interested parties of scholarships offered by 
the Government of India, via the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The scholarships were 
part of the academic year 2013-2014 Programme for Cultural Exchange between India and Spain.  
The scholarships are aimed at Spanish students wishing to undertake graduate or postgraduate studies, 
or investigation in Indian Universities and Educational Institutions.
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One of the main objectives of the Casa de la India Foundation is the dissemination of Indian culture 
in Spain. To this end Casa de la India dedicates a large part of its efforts and resources to organising 
cultural activities. The richness and complex diversity of Indian culture is reflected in the varied cultural 
program offered which includes music and dance performances, poetry recitals, conferences, film cycles, 
book presentations and exhibitions. 

2.1.	 CULTURAL	FESTIVALS	AND	SPECIAL	EVENTS

2.1.1.	 HOMAGE	TO	RAVI	SHANKAR	
A series of events were organised over the year in homage to sitarist Pandit Ravi Shankar, a member 
of Casa de la India’s Council of Honour since it’s constitution in 2003, who passed away on December 
11th 2012 in California at 92 years of age. Ravi Shankar dedicated his life to forming a bridge between 
East and West as an ambassador for Indian music in the world and he brought India and her art into the 
world’s limelight like no-one before had managed to do, becoming not only the first Indian pop icon, the 
inventor of world music, but also in an exceptional translator and messenger who believed in art, and in 
music, as a vehicle for understanding, personal harmony and universal peace among people. One film 
cycle, two documentary cycles and two concerts, organised in Madrid and Valladolid, formed part of this 
homage to the great musician:

FILM	CYCLE
JANUARY	10	–	31,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

Between twO wOrLds (2001, Dir. Mark Kidel)

rAVi sHAnkAr: LiVe in cOncert (2002, Live Concert)

rAGA  (1971, Dir. Howard Worth)

GAndHi  (1982, Dir. Richard Attenborough)

DOCUMENTARY	CYCLE
JUNE	13	–	27,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

tentH decAde – in cOncert: LiVe in escOndidO (2011, Dir. Alan Kozlowski)

L’extrAOrdinAire LeçOn (2009, Dir. Frédéric Le Clair)

DOCUMENTARY	CYCLE
JUNE	27	–	JULY	18,	CAIXA	FORUM	MADRID

Between twO wOrLds (2001, Dir. Mark Kidel)

rAVi sHAnkAr: LiVe in cOncert (2002, Live Concert)

rAGA  (1971, Dir. Howard Worth)

L’extrAOrdinAire LeçOn (2009, Dir. Frédéric Le Clair)

RAGA:	CONCERT	IN	HOMAGE	TO	RAVI	SHANKAR
JUNE	20,	LAVA	THEATRE	–	CONCHA	VELASCO	HALL,	VALLADOLID

JUNE	21,	CAIXA	FORUM	MADRID

2.	 CULTURE



2.1.2.	 CELEBRATION	OF	THE	X	ANNIVERSARY	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

BHARATA	NATYAM	DANCE	PERFORMANCE	BY	PRIYA	VENKATARAMAN	AND	ENSEMBLE
MARCH	17,	TEATROS	DE	CANAL,	MADRID
MARCH	18,	JOSÉ	MARÍA	LUELMO	CIVIC	CENTRE,	VALLADOLID

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Casa de la India Foundation, the Priya Venkataraman and 
Ensemble dance company, from New Delhi, performed Old Poems, New Frames, an innovative Bharata 
Natyam dance recital, with choreography based on the mystical love poems dedicated to the god Shiva. 
The traditional classical dance of the temples of south India, Bharata Natyam is amongst the oldest 
classical dance forms of India, characterised by complex hand gestures, rhythmic foot movements and 
elaborate mime. The music follows the classical Carnatic tradition and the tales told in dance are based 
on Indian mythology and literature. The Ambassador of India to Spain also attended the performance 
in Madrid.

DREAMS	OF	INDIA	XXL	EXHIBITION
MARCH	14	–	MARCH	26,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	(FACULTY	OF	PHISLOSOPHY	AND	ARTS)	

To celebrate the tenth anniversary of Casa de la India, the exhibition DREAMS OF INDIA XXL was held 
at the University of Valladolid in collaboration with the Faculty of Arts of the University, Worldbrand 
Society and Clorofila Digital. The exhibition showed the result of the sociological research "100 Indian 
families tell us their stories" developed by Worldbrand Society founder, Jesús Menéndez Pabón. These 
stories and photographs allowed the students of the University of Valladolid to get a glimpse of the lives 
of Indian families with a view to breaking cultural stereotypes and improving our mutual understanding.

16



17

CULTURE ANNUAL	
REPORT

2013

INDIA	THROUGH	YOUR	EYES,	INTERNATIONAL	PHOTOGRAPHY	COMPETITION
To celebrate the foundation’s tenth anniversary, Casa de la India held an international photography 
competion titled India Through Your Eyes sponsored by Air India and Diva India Travel. 721 photographs 
were received from Asia, America and Europe. In December 2013, 60 finalists were selected and their 
photographs will comprise the exhibition India Through Your Eyes to be held in Casa de la India in 2014. 
Ambassador of India to Spain, Sunil Lal, Photographer Jesús Menendez Pabón, Valladolid City Councillor 
for Culture, Mercedes Cantalapiedra, University of Valladolid Pro-Vice Chancellor, José María Marbán, 
and Casa de la India director, Guillermo Rodriguez, formed the jury.

Mario Miranda’s photograph Village children was the winner of the first prize with a trip for two to the 
Golden Triangle in India.

2.1.3.	 100TH	ANNIVERSARY	OF	RABINDRANATH	TAGORE’S	NOBEL	PRIZE	
Casa de la India organised book presentations, screenings and lectures to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of Rabindranath Tagore being awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature (1913): 

PRESENTATION	OF	BOOKS	AND	PERIODICALS
“eL cOBAYA: indiA, A kALeidOscOPe” PeriOdicAL

APRIL	25,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

LA GeOMetrÍA deL BArrO AntHOLOGY OF POeMs BY rABindrAnAtH tAGOre 

OCTOBER	17,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

GitAnJALi BOOk OF POeMs BY rABindrAnAtH tAGOre 

NOVEMBER	22,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

LECTURE
rABindrAnAtH tAGOre MeMOriAL LectUre BY PrOFessOr JOsÉ PAZ

MAY	7,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA



SCREENINGS
dOcUMentArY JeeVAn sMriti (seLectiVe MeMOries) BY ritUrPArnO GHOsH (2012)

SEPTEMBER	27,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

dOcUMentArY tHe stOrY OF GitAnJALi

NOVEMBER	14,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

cHArULAtA (tHe LOneLY wiFe) (1964, dir. sAtYAJit rAY)

NOVEMBER	29,	AULA	MERGELINA.	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

PERFORMING	ARTS
interPretinG tAGOre BY AstAd deBOO dAnce cOMPAnY

NOVEMBER	6,	EXPERIMENTAL	THEATRE,	MIGUEL	DELIBES	AUDITORIUM,	VALLADOLID

NOVEMBER	8,	PALACIO	DE	LA	AUDIENCIA,	SORIA

NOVEMBER	10,	NATIONAL	AUDITORIUM	OF	ANDORRA,	ANDORRA

2.1.4.	 HAY	FESTIVAL	
SEPTEMBER	26	-	29,	SEGOVIA	AND	VALLADOLID

For the third year running Casa de la India collaborated with the Spanish edition of the Hay Festival 
of Literature and Arts based in Segovia that acts as a meeting point for writers, filmmakers and other 
international personalities. Casa de la India was also instrumental in securing sponsorship from the 
Spain-India Council Foundation for the 2013 edition of the festival.

In 2013, the reputed writer H. S. Shivaprakash and film director Sangeeta Datta took part in festival 
events and a new documentary about Rabindranath Tagore was shown for the first time in Spain in 
celebration of the centenary of his having been awarded the Nobel Prize.

DOCUMENTARY	SCREENING:		
‘JEEVAN	SMRITI’	(SELECTIVE	MEMORIES)	BY	RITURPARNO	GHOSH	(2012)
SEPTEMBER	27,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

SEPTEMBER	28,	SEGOVIA	FILM	LIBRARY	IN	LA	CÁRCEL	CULTURAL	CENTRE,	SEGOVIA

POETRY	READING	BY	FFLUR	DAFYDD,	SANGEETA	DATTA,	MARIFÉ	SANTIAGO,	ANN	BATESON	
AND	JOSÉ	FÉLIX	VALDIVIESO
SEPTEMBER	28,	ROMERAL	DE	SAN	MARCOS	GARDEN,	SEGOVIA

POETRY	READING	BY	H.	S.	SHIVAPRAKASH
SEPTEMBER	28,	AIDA	BOOKSHOP,	SEGOVIA
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2.1.5.	 EUROPALIA	INDIA	
Europalia is a major international arts festival held every two years in Brussels and other European 
cities to celebrate the elected guest country’s cultural heritage. Since 1969, Europalia has organised 
some twenty-two festivals. Each has turned the spotlight on one culture in a comprehensive programme 
of music, fine arts, photography, cinema, theatre, dance, literature, architecture, design, fashion, 
gastronomy... For its 24th biennial, Europalia International brought India to the heart of Europe. During 
4 months we have been able to discover this mysterious and fascinating country. Europalia.India 
translated India’s immense cultural wealth into a multidisciplinary programme comprising exhibitions, 
concerts, dance and theatre performances, lectures, cinema, and literature events.

Casa de la India director Guillermo Rodriguez formed part of the committee of experts set up to design 
the Europalia.India festival. Eurpoalia.India was made possible thanks to the collaboration of the Indian 
Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), through whom the following events came to Spain after the 
festival in 2013: Violinists L. Subramaniam, Ambi Subramaniam & Ensemble gave concerts in Madrid and 
Valladolid in November 2013 and the exhibition Sari: The Magic of Indian Weaves was held at Casa de la 
India from December 2013 – January 2014.

2.1.6.	 INDIA	WEEK	
NOVEMBER	5	-	11		

The Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India in collaboration with the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR) organised a series of six performances by two renowned and prestigious groups - 
bringing India’s talent, creativity and cultural richness to the Spanish public through its music and dance. 
The week-long festival comprised performances by violinists L. Subramaniam, Ambi Subramaniam & 
Ensemble and the contemporary Astad Deboo Dance Company, in Madrid (with sponsorship by Qatar 
Airways), Valladolid, Girona, Soria and Andorra.

L.	SUBRAMANIAM,	AMBI	SUBRAMANIAM	&	ENSEMBLE
NOVEMBER	5,	FERNÁN	GÓMEZ	THEATRE,	MADRID

NOVEMBER	7,	CHAMBER	MUSIC	HALL.	MIGUEL	DELIBES	AUDITORIUM,	VALLADOLID

NOVEMBER	9,	L’ATENEU	AUDITORIUM,	BANYOLES,	GIRONA

INTERPRETING	TAGORE	ASTAD	DEBOO	DANCE	COMPANY
NOVEMBER	6,	EXPERIMENTAL	THEATRE,	MIGUEL	DELIBES	AUDITORIUM,	VALLADOLID

NOVEMBER	8,	PALACIO	DE	LA	AUDIENCIA,	SORIA

NOVEMBER	10,	NATIONAL	AUDITORIUM	OF	ANDORRA,	ANDORRA
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2.2.	 EXHIBITIONS

2.2.1.	 EXHIBITIONS	AT	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

DREAMS	OF	INDIA	XXL
FEBRUARY	7	–	MARCH	7	

The exhibition DREAMS OF INDIA XXL organised by Casa de la India in collaboration with Worldbrand 
Society and Clorofila Digital is the result of the sociological research "100 Indian families tell us their 
stories" developed by Worldbrand Society founder, Jesús Menéndez Pabón. During 3 years he lived with 
different communities from the Bombay slums, the gypsy sands of Rajasthan, fakirs of West Bengal 
villages, Varanasi, Kashmir to villages of Tamil Nadu. Through these stories and photographs we are 
allowed to glimpse the lives of their subjects with a view to breaking cultural stereotypes and improving 
our mutual understanding.

The exhibition DREAMS OF INDIA XXL was later displayed at the Faculty of Arts of the University of 
Valladolid from March 14th to 26th to celebrate the tenth anniversary of Casa de la India Foundation.

THE	INDIAN	ART	COLLECTION	OF	THE	ALBERTO	JIMÉNEZ-ARELLANO	ALONSO	FOUNDATION	
OF	THE	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID	
MAY	6	-	JUNE	13

This exhibition of Indian art from the 19th century comprised miniature paintings, on paper and canvas, 
and metal sculptures that were on show for the first time at Casa de la India. The works form part of a 
larger collection of Asian and African art belonging to the Alberto Jiménez-Arellano Alonso Foundation 
which is permanently based at the University of Valladolid. The Jiménez-Arellano Alonso family, the 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid, Marcos Sacristan, the Valladolid City Council Councillor 
for Culture, Mercedes Cantalapiedra, Pro Vice-chancellor of International Relations and University 
Extension of the University of Valladolid, José María Marbán Prieto, and Amelia Aguado, Director of the 
Alberto Jiménez-Arellano Alonso Foundation were present at the opening of the exhibition. 
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SARI.	THE	MAGIC	OF	INDIAN	WEAVES
DECEMBER	4,	2013	–	JANUARY	24,	2014	

This exhibition focused on the refinement and vivaciousness of the tradition of wearing saris and gave 
the public an opportunity to explore the incredible diversity of saris, their history and wearing techniques 
in a social context. The deep involvement and complete sense of identity of the Indian woman with the 
sari, making her resist the pressure to change her style of dress, has inadvertently provided continuity in 
weaving traditions of every part of the country. The 36 saris on display, of traditional and contemporary 
styles, were made specifically for this exhibition using the weaving techniques appropriate to their type. 
Curated by Rta Kapur, the exhibition was made possible by the collaboration of the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR).  Casa de la India brought the exhibition to Spain from Belgium where it was 
first shown as part of the Europalia International Arts Festival.

2.2.2.	 OTHER	EXHIBITIONS	

SACRED	DIALOGUES	
MARCH	22	–	JULY	28,	VILLENA	PALACE,	NATIONAL	SCULPTURE	MUSEUM,	VALLADOLID	

Organised by the National Sculpture museum in Valladolid this exhibition comprised 33 works of art 
bringing together deities, ritual artefacts, idols and masks from different religions and places in the 
world, from catholic Europe, Buddhist China, Sub-Saharan African animism to Hinduism. The exhibits 
portrayed different representations of the divine, looking at the relationships with the afterlife and the 
different ways of dealing with death. Casa de la India collaborated lending three pieces for display in 
the exhibition: a bronze statue of the Hindu god Shiva in his possibly most well known representation 
as Shiva Nataraja, the lord of dance, created at the height of the Dravidian Chola dynasty in the 11th 
century; a wooden sculpture of Saraswati the Hindu goddess of knowledge, music, arts and nature. The 
National Anthropology Museum, belonging to the Spanish Ministry of Culture, lent a 19th century altar 
piece to the goddess Durga from West Bengal to the National Sculpture Museum for this exhibition.

2.3.	 CINEMA

2.3.1.	 FILM	CYCLES	
HOMAGE	TO	RAVI	SHANKAR		
JANUARY	10	–	31		|	JUNE	13	–	27,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

Casa de la India organised this film cycle in memory of sitarist Pandit Ravi Shankar, considered to be 
the best sitarist in the world and the father of world music, who passed away on December 11th 2012 
in California at 92 years of age. Ravi Shankar dedicated his life to forming a bridge between East and 
West as an ambassador for Indian music in the world and he brought India and her art into the world’s 
limelight like no-one before had managed to do. The following films were selected for this cycle:
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Between twO wOrLds  (2001, DIR. MARK KIDEL), JANUARY 10th. 

Mark Kidel’s portrait begins with Ravi Shankar’s childhood in Benares, his early brushes with stardom 
in ‘40s Hollywood, his years of studying the sitar and subsequent rise to prominence in India, his work 
with Satyajit Ray on Pather Panchali and his collaborations with Yehudi Menhuin, John Coltrane and 
countless other musical greats.

A fascinating story, made more so by deft use of archive footage and candid interviews with the man 
himself, then 82, whose boundless passion for music remained infectious. The film joined the present day 
with Ravi Shankar performing alongside his talented daughter Anoushka, and building a Ravi Shankar 
Foundation which would continue his work.

rAVi sHAnkAr: LiVe in cOncert (2002, LIVE CONCERT), JANUARY 17th. 

A recording of the summer of 2002 live concert in the atmospheric Union Chapel in London where Ravi 
Shankar performs two ragas (Raga Anandi Kalyan and Raga Rangeela Piloo) with his daughter Anoushka 
and tabla virtuosos Bikram Ghosh and Tanmoy Bose.

rAGA (1971, DIR. HOWARD WORTH), JANUARY 24th. 

The majority of this documentary was shot in the late 1960s, during a period when Shankar’s growing 
popularity saw Indian classical music embraced by rock and pop musicians and their audiences. It 
includes scenes featuring Western musicians Yehudi Menuhin and George Harrison, as well as footage 
of Shankar returning to Maihar in central India, where as a young man he trained under the mentorship 
of Ustad Allauddin Khan. The film also features a portion of Shankar and tabla player Alla Rakha’s 
acclaimed performance at the 1967 Monterey Pop Festival.

GAndHi (1982, DIR. RICHARD ATTENBOROUGH), JANUARY 31st. 

Ravi Shankar composed the soundtrack of this Oscar winning film based on the life of Mahatma Gandhi. 
The screening at Casa de la India was organised to coincide with anniversary of the death of Gandhi 
which since 1964 has been designated in Spain as the School Day of Non-violence and Peace.

The following documentaries about Ravi Shankar were shown for the first time at Casa de la India:

tentH decAde – in cOncert: LiVe in escOndidO (2011, DIR. ALAN KOZLOWSKI), JUNE 13rd. 

Cinematographer and director Alan Kozlowski’s film Tenth Decade - In Concert: Live in Escondido 
presents an intimate look at the 91-year-old living legend of Indian music, Ravi Shankar. Kozlowski, known 
for his work on documentaries featuring the likes of Jeff Bridges and Jackson Browne as well as feature 
films such as Travellers and Magicians, offers a uniquely personal perspective on Shankar. Shankar’s raw 
and powerful performance leaves a lasting impression and this lovingly filmed documentary presents an 
important testament to a great artist simply unable to stop making transformative music.

L’extrAOrdinAire LeçOn (2009, DIR. FRÉDÉRIC LE CLAIR), JUNE 27th. 

L’extraordinaire leçon follows Ravi Shankar and his daughter Anoushka to the concert hall Salle Pleyel 
in Paris where he gives a master class in Karnatic and North Indian music to a packed audience, and 
reveals some of his secrets to the captivated public. There are many interviews with Ravi and Anoushka 
and other musicians and we are also taken to Delhi to the Centre created by Ravi and his wife. He talks 
about his early days touring as a dancer with his brother and his decision to give up the high-life to 
become disciple to a Music Guru and spend 16 hours a day practising in simple surroundings.

HOMAGE	TO	RITUPARNO	GHOSH	
JULY	4	-	25,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	
This film cycle was organised by Casa de la India in memory of the late Bengali film director Rituparno 
Ghosh who has been lauded as the best film director of his generation. A fan of Satyajit Ray, Ghosh like 
Ray, began his career in advertising.
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Ghosh was also a researcher and admirer of Rabindranath Tagore and made three films directly based 
on literary works of Rabindranath Tagore - Choker Bali (2003), Nokuadubi (2010) and Chitrangada 
(2012). In his career spanning almost two decades he won 12 national and many international awards.  
He died unexpectedly on May 30th 2013 in Kolkata at 49 years of age.

ABOHOMAAn (THE ETERNAL) (2009), JULY 4th. 

Abohomaan explores the nuances of relationships through a married film director who falls in love 
with an actress as young as his son. The story tells of how Aniket, one of the finest Bengali filmmakers, 
met and fell in love with his wife, an actress, while they worked together on the set of a film. She then 
sacrificed her own career for her husband’s and for their son. Years later Aniket auditions a young 
actress, and his wife coaches her for her husband’s film. The aging director cannot help falling in love 
with the actress who is as young as his son, despite the sadness and trouble it brings to his family.

sHOB cHAritrO kALPOnik (AFTERWORD) (2009), JULY 11th. 

Married to a poet, Radhika finds herself running the marriage in the face of her husband Indraneel’s 
indifference and eccentricities. She soon finds herself attracted to another man although Indraneel’s 
sudden death averts a possible divorce. A publisher asks Radhika to complete Indraneel’s works, 
compelling her to study his work. She realizes how much he romanticized their mundane, everyday life. 
Yet in reality, he was often insensitive, negligent and apathetic towards her. Their relationship becomes 
deeper in death than in life.

rAincOAt (2004), JULY 18th. 

Raincoat tells the story of two lovers, separated by destiny, who meet again one day in Kolkata. 
The couple reminisces about their former love and how each ended up in their current situation. This 
encounter allows each to discover the truth about the lives they are living and to realise that perhaps 
their lives are not so incompatible. The film is an adaptation of the short story The Gift of the Magi 
(1906) by O. Henry.

AntArMAHAL: Views OF tHe inner cHAMBer (2005), JULY 25th. 

Ghosh paints a lively portrait of nineteenth century Bengal, touching upon various tales of oppression, of 
aged husbands raping wives half their age, society making fun of wives unable to bear children, priests 
taking advantage of helpless housewives... The story is set in late 19th Century, Bengal Bhubaneswar 
Chowdhury is a wealthy and tyrannical Zamindar with two main obsessions: his desperate attempts for 
an heir, which even his new second wife Jashomati seems unable to deliver; and trying to please the 
British so they will confer the title of Rai Bahadur on him. To this end, he decides to change the face of the 
goddess Durga for that of Queen Victoria on a statue he has commissioned. Meantime his two wives find 
their situation ever more desperate, especially so when one of the wives falls for the sculptor employed.

2.3.2.	 OTHER	SCREENINGS

INDIAN	FILM	CYCLE,	BURGOS	
FEBRUARY	5	–	MARCH	26,	FORO	SOLIDARIO	CAJA	DE	BURGOS		

This Indian film cycle was organised by the Caja de Burgos Obra Social (Burgos Savings Bank Social 
Project) with Casa de la India. All the screenings took place at the centre of the Caja de Burgos Obra 
Social.

sHAdOw kiLL (2002, DIR. ADOOR GOPALAKRISHNAN)

Set 1940s in a village of Travancore, British India. Kaliyappan is the last hangman of Travancore dynasty. 
He has wrongly hung a young man and is desperately trying to find a way out of this horrifying profession. 
However since his family was appointed to this post by the local Maharaja, the only way he can leave his 
job is for his son to take over from him.

dHOBi GHAt  (2010, DIR. ANURAG KASHYAP)

That Girl in Yellow Boots is a thriller tracing Ruth’s search for her father - a man she hardly knew but 
cannot forget. Desperation drives Ruth to work without a permit at a massage parlor; a job her boyfriend 
procures for her. Ruth struggles to find her independence and space even as she is sucked deeper into 
the labyrinthine politics of the city’s underbelly. The city seems to thrive on her misfortunes and love 
escapes her. Meanwhile, she must face a devastating reality.
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MAQBOOL (2003, DIR. VISHAL BHARDWAJ)

An adaptation of ‘Macbeth’ set in the streets of Mumbai. Abbaji is the ageing leader of a Mumbai-based 
underworld clan. Nimmi is his mistress whilst Maqbool is his faithful right-hand man. Maqbool and Nimmi 
fall in love, but not wanting to openly challenge Abbaji, the relationship is kept secret. Nimmi wants to 
leave Abbaji for Maqbool but realises that as long as Abbaji is alive, this will be impossible. Encouraged 
by Nimmi, Maqbool conspires to take over from Abbaji, leading to a bloody chain of events.

INDIAN	SHORTS
APRIL	14,	MEDINA	DE	CAMPO	FILM	WEEK,	MEDINA	DE	CAMPO
APRIL	18,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

Casa de la India helped to organise the screenings of four short films from India at the 26th edition of 
the Medina de Campo Film Week, and later at Casa de la India itself with the collaboration of Whistling 
Woods International Film Institute and Exit Media.

JAGJeet (2011, DIR. KAVANJIT SINGH)

Indira Gandhi was assassinated in 1984 by two of her Sikh bodyguards. After her death riots exploded in 
Delhi and 3000 Sikhs died in three days. This film looks at the guilt of a man who let his childhood friend 
die during the riots. The film had previously won the following awards: Best Movie Jaipur International 
Short Film Festival and Official Section Venice Ca’Foscari Film Festival.

MAke Me tHink  (2010, DIR. AMIT MISHR)

The young man Kishti is very confused after the death of his mother. One evening he has an accident 
whereby he loses his hearing and so tries to commit suicide. Will he succumb to beauty of death and 
the shadows of confusion? The film had previously won the following award: Kodak Award for Best 
Cinematography.

Us PAAr / tHe OtHer end  (2011, DIR. ARATI KADAV)

Mr Joshi spends long and mundane days on the trains as a ticket collector and spends his afternoons on 
the banks of the river mourning the loss of his son. He starts up an unusual friendship with a young girl 
who is also waiting for someone she loves, her father. The film had previously won the following award: 
Official Section Indian Film Festival New York.

rOse Bed  (2012, DIR. AARAMBHH MOHAN SINGH)

A beautiful grand Victorian bed intended to commemorate a life of blissful matrimony that never 
transpired, serves as a painful reminder of Miss Rose’s spinsterhood. Will her desires of finding love & 
marriage find requital one day? The film had previously won the following award: Best Director Pune 
International Film Festival.

DEVI	(THE	GODDESS)		(1960,	DIR.	SATYAJIT	RAY)

JUNE	13,	VILLENA	PALACE,	NATIONAL	SCULPTURE	MUSEUM,	VALLADOLID		

The film is set in the rural Bengal of 1860.  Doyamoyee and her husband Umaprasad  live with his 
family and his father, Kalikinkar Roy, is a devotee of the goddess Kali. Doyamoyee looks after her father-
in-law when Umaprasad goes to university in Calcutta. One evening Kalikinkar dreams that Doyamoyee 
is an incarnation of Kali and that she should be treated as such. The other villagers soon believe that 
Doyamoyee is indeed Kali. On hearing this news, Umaprasad returns home to try to sort out the situation 
but realises he’s too late given that Doyamoyee herself believes that she is the goddess Kali incarnate.

HOMAGE	TO	RAVI	SHANKAR,	MADRID		
JUNE	27	–	JULY	18,	CAIXA	FORUM	MADRID	

This documentary cycle was organised by Casa de la India at Caixa Forum in Madrid in memory of the 
late great sitarist Ravi Shankar.

Between twO wOrLds (2001, DIR. MARK KIDEL), JUNE 27TH

rAVi sHAnkAr: LiVe in cOncert (2002, LIVE CONCERT), JULY 4TH

rAGA  (1971, HOWARD WORTH), JULY 11TH

L’extrAOrdinAire LeçOn  (2009, FRÉDÉRIC LE CLAIR), JULY 18TH
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EXPECT	A	MIRACLE	(2011,	DIR.	GEMMA	VENTURA)	
JUNE	28,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

This documentary film relates the transformation process that the Dalit community have undergone 
after over 40 years of involvement by the Vicente Ferrer Foundation in the state of Andhra Pradesh. After 
the screening, organised by the Vicente Ferrer Foundation with Casa de la India, there was a question 
and answer session with Ramdevi Raphtadu who works with the Vicente Ferrer Rural Development Trust 
in India.

INDIAN	FILM	CYCLE,	MALAGA		
SEPTEMBER	4	–	25,	MALAGA	CONTEMPORARY	ART	CENTRE,	MALAGA	

This Indian film cycle was organised by the Malaga Contemporary Art Centre with Casa de la India in 
collaboration with the Public Diplomacy Division of the Ministry of External Affairs of the Government of 
India, Whistling Woods International Film Institute and Exit Media.

tHAt GirL in YeLLOw BOOts (2010, ANURAG KASHYAP), SEPTEMBER 4TH

MAQBOOL (2003, VISHAL BHARDWAJ), SEPTEMBER 11TH

indiAn sHOrts SEPTEMBER 25TH

JAGJeet (2011, DIR. KAVANJIT SINGH)

MAke Me tHink  (2010, DIR. AMIT MISHR)

Us PAAr / tHe OtHer end  (2011, DIR. ARATI KADAV)

rOse Bed (2012, DIR. AARAMBHH MOHAN SINGH)

ROAD	TO	SANGAM		(2010,	DIR.AMIT	RAI)

OCTOBER	2,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA		

In commemoration of Gandhi Jayanti – the anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi’s birth date and the 
International Day of Nonviolence, Casa de la India organised the screening of the film Road to Sangam. 
The film tells a simple story of a God fearing, devout Muslim mechanic named who has been entrusted 
the job of repairing an old Ford V8 engine, not knowing its historical significance – that it once carried 
the ashes of Mahatma Gandhi which were immersed in the holy river Triveni Sangam.

THE	STORY	OF	GITANJALI,	DOCUMENTARY	
NOVEMBER	14,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA		

Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore was born in 1861, at a time when India was growing politically, socially 
and culturally. He began his career as a poet at an early age: at just 14 he had already given a recital of 
his poems at a cultural gathering. A sudden illness in 1912 forced Tagore to stop serious writing and led 
to his dedicating his time to translating his own poems, randomly selected from existing anthologies, 
to English as part of the collection entitled Gitanjali or Song Offerings. He later stated that for him this 
activity had been akin to a school excercise. The Story of Gitanjali aims to tell the story of how Gitanjali 
came to win the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1913. This documentary was shown at Casa de la India with 
the collaboration of the Public Diplomacy Division of the Ministry of External Affairs of the Government 
of India.

CLOTH	OF	GOLD	AND	CELEBRATING	INDIAN	TEXTILE	CRAFTS	
DECEMBER	19,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA		

Vidyun Singh’s documentary Cloth of Gold about the designer Ritu Kumar and Ritu Kumar’s documentary 
Celebrating Indian Textile Crafts were shown as part of the exhibition Sari. The Magic of Indian Weaves. 
Ritu Kumar is one of the most important fashion designers in India today – she has developed her own 
style in which she reflects ancient Indian handicraft traditions in a modern manner.
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2.3.3.	 100	YEARS	OF	INDIAN	CINEMA

100	YEARS	OF	INDIAN	CINEMA	FILM	CYCLE
MAY	8	–	22,	AULA	MERGELINA	AND	AULA	MAGNA	LOPE	DE	RUEDA,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID		

This film cycle was put together and organised by Casa de la India to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
the birth of Indian cinema. The cycle was organised in collaboration with the Chair of Cinema Studies, 
University of Valladolid.

PAtHer PAncHALi  (1955, DIR. SATYAJIT RAY)

The film tells the moving story of a Bengali family struggling to make ends meet. The father, Harihara, is 
a lay priest, healer, dreamer and poet. Sabajaya, the mother who works to feed her family, happily awaits 
the arrival of a new baby, a son, Apu. This was the great director Satyajit Ray’s first film and also the first 
of what was later to become known as the “Apu Trilogy”.

PAtHer PAncHALi: A LiVinG resOnAnce (2007, DIR. ALOKE BANERJEE AND JAYDIP MUKHERJEE)

Pather Panchali (The song of the road), was made by Satyajit Ray in 1955 and, more than 50 years later, 
it is still popular amongst audiences, filmakers and critics. What makes this film so relevant in India and 
abroad? The documentary Pather Panchali: A Living Resonance takes us to the home of the characters 
from the world of Apu and has interviews with Richard Attenborough, Ray Sandip, Kasarvalli Girish and 
many other admirers of Satyajit Ray, who try to interpret the film, the nuances behind Ray’s humanist 
interpretation of the world and his never-ending dedication to his art.

eLiPPAtHAYAM  (1981, DIR. ADOOR GOPALAKRISHNAN)

This film documents the feudal life in Kerala at its twilight. Unni, the head of the family, unable to 
comprehend the changing social conditions around him which constantly threaten his way of life, 
withdraws into the family home with his sisters. The unjust and disrespectful patriarchal structure 
and Unni’s inability to adjust to the changing times become obvious through the characters and the 
oppressive silence that reigns throughout the film.

dHOBi GHAt (2011, KIRAN RAO)

Dhobi Ghat tells the story of four individuals from very different backgrounds whose worlds cross and 
change them forever. Drawn into new relationships, the city leaks into the cracks of their lives, pushing 
them apart despite seeming to bring them together. Fragments of their experiences – seen through an 
innocent video, black and white photographs and paintings – draw a portrait of Mumbai and its people, 
found in a journey of longing, loneliness, loss and love.

A	CENTURY	OF	INDIAN	CINEMA	IN	THE	26TH	MEDINA	DEL	CAMPO	FILM	WEEK
APRIL	1,	LA	MOTA	CASTLE,	MEDINA	DEL	CAMPO		

Screening of Pather Panchali, during the 26th edition of the Medina del Campo Film Week, introduced 
by Guillermo Rodriguez, director of Casa de la India, in celebration of the 100th anniversary of Indian 
cinema. (1955, dir. Satyajit Ray).

CHARULATA	(THE	LONELY	WIFE)	(1964,	DIR.	SATYAJIT	RAY)

NOVEMBER	29,	AULA	MERGELINA,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID		

This special screening of Charulata (The Lonely Wife) was organised by Casa de la India with the 
collaboration of the Satyajit Ray Society, Valladolid International Film Festival and the University of 
Valladolid Department of Film Studies. The film is one of Oscar winner Satyajit Ray’s most highly 
acclaimed films and is based on the novella Nastanirh (The Broken Nest) by Rabindranath Tagore. The 
film tells the story of a lonely housewife, known as Charu, who lives a wealthy, secluded and idle life in 
1870’s Calcutta. Her husband, Bhupati, runs a newspaper, The Sentinel, and spends more time at work 
than with his wife. However, aware that Charu is lonely he asks his cousin, Amal, to keep her company. 
Amal is a writer and helps Charu with her own writing. However, after some time, Charu and Amal’s 
feelings for each other move beyond those of a mentoring relationship as Charu begins to feel attracted 
to Amal.
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2.3.4.	 SPANISH	CINEMA	AT	THE	15TH	MUMBAI	INTERNATIONAL	FILM	FESTIVAL
	 OCTOBER	17	–	24,	MUMBAI	

Casa de la India was part of the Spanish Film Delegation to attend the 15th Mumbai International Film 
Festival where Spain was the guest country. The Spanish presence at Mumbai International Film festival 
was supported by the Spain-India Foundation Council and the Spanish Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Sports. The delegation was headed by Susana de la Sierra, Director of the Institute of Cinematography 
and Audiovisual Arts (ICAA), Government of Spain, and included the film director Jesús Monllaó, the 
actor Ignacio Mateos and five Spanish producers who took part in a Spain-India producer’s meeting 
organised by the Mumbai Film Mart (MFM) as part of the festival. Susana de la Sierra also opened the 
two Spanish Film cycles that were shown during the festival representing old and new Spanish cinema:

‘new sPAnisH cineMA’
‘New Spanish Cinema’ offered a sample of the most current Spanish films including films by directors 
Isabel Coixet, Fernando Colomo and Daniel Calparsoro.

‘ceLeBrAtiOn OF sPAnisH cineMA’
This section included a wide selection of films chosen by the festival director Srinivasan Narayan, which 
traced the history of Spanish cinema from the 1950s till today.

During the Mumbai Film Festival Casa de la India and the Film and TV Producers Guild of India signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding to boost further exchanges between the Spanish and Indian film 
industry, film co-productions and the promotion of locations for film shootings.

2.4.	 PERFORMING	ARTS	AND	MUSIC

BHARATA	NATYAM	DANCE	PERFORMANCE	BY	PRIYA	VENKATARAMAN	AND	ENSEMBLE	
MARCH	17,	TEATROS	DEL	CANAL,	MADRID
MARCH	18,	JOSÉ	MARÍA	LUELMO	CIVIC	CENTRE,	VALLADOLID

In celebration of the 10th anniversary of the Casa de la India Foundation, the Priya Venkataraman and 
Ensemble dance company, from New Delhi, performed Old Poems, New Frames, an innovative Bharata 
Natyam dance recital, with choreography based on the mystical love poems dedicated to the god Shiva. 
The traditional classical dance of the temples of south India, Bharata Natyam is amongst the oldest 
classical dance forms of India, characterised by complex hand gestures, rhythmic foot movements 
and elaborate mime. The music follows the classical Carnatic tradition and the tales told in dance are 
based on Indian mythology and literature. Priya Venkataraman gave master classes in both Madrid and 
Valladolid to dance professionals and students. The Ambassador of India to Spain also attended the 
performance in Madrid.



SACRED	INDIAN	DANCE:	SCULPTURE	IN	MOVEMENT	BY	MONICA	DE	LA	FUENTE		
APRIL	26,	SAINT	GREGORY’S	CHAPEL,	NATIONAL	SCULPTURE	MUSEUM,	VALLADOLID	

This Bharata Natyam performance by Mónica de la Fuente was part of the programme of parallel cultural 
activities arranged to accompany the “Sacred Dialogues” exhibition held at the National Sculpture 
Museum and was organised with the collaboration of Casa de la India.

ORIENTAL	MUSIC	CONCERT	BY	IDO	SEGAL		
JUNE	15,	NATIONAL	SCULPTURE	MUSEUM,	VALLADOLID	

Organised with the collaboration of Casa de la India, Ido Segal, a multi-instrumentalist, born in Israel 
and specialist in Indian and Turkish music and oriental percussion gave this concert as part of the 
programme of parallel cultural activities arranged to accompany the “Sacred Dialogues” exhibition held 
at the National Sculpture Museum. Ido took us through a musical journey tracing his years of travelling 
and concerns through various types of oriental music.

RAGA:	CONCERT	IN	HOMAGE	TO	RAVI	SHANKAR	
JUNE	20,	LAVA	THEATRE	–	CONCHA	VELASCO	HALL,	VALLADOLID
JUNE	21,	CAIXA	FORUM,	MADRID

These concerts were organised in memory of the late Pandit Ravi Shankar, considered to be the greatest 
sitarist in world , and a member of Casa de la India’s Council of Honour since it’s constitution in 2003, 
who passed away on December 11th 2012 in San Diego, California at 92 years of age. Sitarists Ashok 
Pathak and Baluji Srivastava, tablista Nantha Kumar and pakhawaj player Jorge Lozano performed two 
concerts in Valladolid and Madrid.

The programme was in four parts: in the first part Ashok Pathak played sitar, accompanied by table 
player Nantha Kumar; in the second part, sitarist Baluji Srivastava was accompanied by Jorge Lozano 
on pakhawaj. In the third parte, the four musicians played together and in the finale the four musicians 
played Ravi Shankar’s ‘Prabhujee’ composed for his ‘Chants of India’ album, accompanied by the 
Condesa Eylo Secondary School Choir in Valladolid and by Linda Shanovitch in Madrid. The Ambassador 
of India to Spain attended the performance and met with the artists afterwards.

CLASSICAL	BHARATA	NATYAM	DANCE	PERFORMANCE	BY	JANAKI	RANGARAGAN		
SEPTEMBER	25.	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA		

Janaki Rangarajan represents the new generation of classical Bharata Natyam dancers who, whilst 
maintaining the integrity of tradition and without compromising on the classicism of the dance form, 
explores her creativity in a unique and refreshing way. She started studying Bharata Natyam at the 
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age of four under Madhavi Chandrasekhar in Trichy and later with Padma Subramaniam in Chennai, 
Tamil Nadu, home of Bharata Natyam dance. She is widely acclaimed as a professional dancer and has 
performed with her pure and exquisite style in the USA, Europe and Asia. The New York Times hailed her 
performance as a "spellbinder".

DR.	L.	SUBRAMANIAM,	AMBI	SUBRAMANIAM	&	ENSEMBLE		
NOVEMBER	5,	FERNÁN	GÓMEZ	THEATRE,	MADRID
NOVEMBER	7,	CHAMBER	MUSIC	HALL.	MIGUEL	DELIBES	AUDITORIUM,	VALLADOLID
NOVEMBER	9,	L’ATENEU	AUDITORIUM,	BANYOLES,	GIRONA

Although families of musicians are not unusual, few are able to combine such a high level of training and 
different influences with so much talent. Dr. Lakshminarayana Subramaniam is a composer, orchestra 
conductor and a consummate violinist. Trained in western classical and South Indian Carnatic music, he 
is known for his virtuoso style and jazz-fusion compositions. He has performed with some of the most 
respected western musicians such as Yehudi Menuhin, Stéphane Grappelli and Herbie Hancock. His son 
Ambi Subramaniam is also a highly accomplished solo violinist, having won numerous awards. This was 
the first time father and son played together in Spain giving a jazz-fusion performance in Madrid and 
classical performances in both Valladolid and Banyoles.

The Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India organised these performances with the collaboration 
of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), and in Madrid, with support from Qatar Airways.

INTERPRETING	TAGORE	ASTAD	DEBOO	DANCE	COMPANY	
NOVEMBER	6,	EXPERIMENTAL	THEATRE,	MIGUEL	DELIBES	AUDITORIUM,	VALLADOLID
NOVEMBER	8,	PALACIO	DE	LA	AUDIENCIA,	SORIA
NOVEMBER	10,	NATIONAL	AUDITORIUM	OF	ANDORRA,	ANDORRA

Astad Deboo, the renowned dancer and choreographer, pioneer and master of the delicate arte of 
successfully fusing tradition and modernity, dance and theatre, east and west, presented the audiences 
with the contemporary dance performance Interpreting Tagore based on the poems of Rabindranath 
Tagore. The programme comprised four pieces in total. In the piece Her Excellency, Astad Deboo 
incorporated the use of puppets – four figures, each three metres tall, each representing the goddess 
Devi. In Walking Tall, based on Tagore’s popular song Ekla Cholo Re, Deboo has set Tagore’s message 
of hope in the scene of the business meetings between dancers and executive producers. The piece is 
inspired by Deboo’s own experience of the many meetings he had trying to find funding for his projects. 
The third piece, Awakening, a solo by Deboo, was based on the poem Every Fragment of Dust is Awakened, 
where he combines the pirouettes of Kathak dance with the spinning of a Dervish dancer. The last piece 
of the programme, Surrender, is based on the poem Divine Light. Astad Deboo gave a master class 
for dance professionals and students in Valladolid. The Embassy of India in Spain and Casa de la India 
organised these performances with the collaboration of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR)..



2.5.	 BOOK	PRESENTATIONS
ME	LLAMO	NADIE	(MY	NAME	IS	NO-ONE)		
MAY	30,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

The author Marina Murai, from Tenerife, presented her novel “Me llamo Nadie” (My name is No-one). The 
novel intertwines two tales: a reputed social scientist travels to India to substitute a teacher in one of the 
secondary schools in Chennai and to work on Development Assistance projects, and a qualified Indian 
professional who has to face a web of intrigue after landing her dream job in Switzerland.

100TH	ANNIVERSARY	OF	RABINDRANATH	TAGORE’S	NOBEL	PRIZE	

As part of the events organised by Casa de la India to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Rabindranath 
Tagore being awarded the Nobel Prize for Literature (1913) the following periodical and books were 
presented.

PresentAtiOn OF tHe PeriOdicAL “eL cOBAYA: indiA, A kALeidOscOPe”  

APRIL	25,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

This 21st edition of the periodical El Cobaya, which paid homage to Indian literature, focussing on 
Rabindranath Tagore was presented by, amongst others, the poets Carlos Aganzo and José María 
Quirós. Ido Segal completed the evening with musical accompaniment on the veena.

LA GeOMetrÍA deL BArrO AntHOLOGY OF POeMs BY rABindrAnAtH tAGOre   

OCTOBER	17,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

In La Geometría del Barro (The Geometry of Clay) the Publisher LCK15 brings together The Child, 
Tagore’s longest English poem and Poems, a collection of verses that remained unpublished until just 
after his death and whose last poem, written in December 1939, was sang at the Indian poet’s funeral as 
he had specifically requested.

La Geometría del Barro gives us these two wonderful texts by Rabindranath Tagore for the first time 
in Spanish. LCK15 editors David Nieto and Javier Albillo, and David Rodríguez, author and translator of  
La Geometría del Barro.

GitAnJALi BOOk OF POeMs BY rABindrAnAtH tAGOre   

NOVEMBER	22,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

Presentation of an illustrated edition in Spanish of Gitanjali (Song Offerings) published by Cálamo 
in honour of the 100th anniversary of the great Indian poet being awarded the Nobel Prize, the first 
non-European writer to win the Prize to do so.

The reason the Swedish Academy gave as it motivation for selecting Rabindranath Tagore for the 1913 
Nobel Prize for Literature 

"...because of his profoundly sensitive, fresh and beautiful verse, by which, with consummate skill, he 
has made his poetic thought, expressed in his own English words, a part of the literature of the West"

Undoubtedly, Gitanjali was instrumental in Tagore achieving this award, but Gitanjali also made it 
possible for Tagore’s work to overcome frontiers. Gitanjali is a collection of short poems that the author 
himself selected from amongst his work in Bengali and translated to English. Since its first publication 
in English in 1912, it became an indispensable part of any collection. On this, the 100th anniversary of 
Tagore being awarded the Nobel Prize, Cálamo has recovered Zenobia Camprubi’s famous translation 
into Spanish, with prologue by W. B. Yeats and new illustrations by Manuel Alcorlo.
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The increasing relevance of Indian culture in the current context, given its outstanding contributions to 
world culture in many different fields (artistic, literary, economic, technological, musical...) and India’s 
current importance on the world scene in terms of its population, economy and geopolitics, has led 
to a growing interest in India at the academic and popular levels. Fully aware of the demand in Spain 
for information related to Indian culture, society and history and with the aim of favouring a deeper 
interaction, exchange, and communication between Spain and India, Casa de la India regularly organises 
conferences and courses, in collaboration with other institutions, that cover a wide range of topics from 
language, performing arts and music, cultural and social issues within their historical perspectives, 
spirituality, religion to economics, commerce and international relations in the modern day. Through 
these diverse educational programmes, lecture series and other activities Casa de la India aims to reach 
out to the professional sectors as well as to the general public, and it also promotes didactic programmes 
designed for students in primary, secondary, upper secondary, and university education. 

By means of various initiatives, Casa de la India therefore promotes programmes for institutional 
cooperation and collaborations between universities, research centres, cultural centres, professionals, 
experts and academics, and the public administrations of Spain and India.

3.1.	 COURSES	

3.1.1.	 TOURISM	AND	HERITAGE	MANAGEMENT	COURSE	
SEPTEMBER	23	–	28,	VALLADOLID	AND	SEGOVIA

In 2012 Ahmedabad University signed an International Cooperation Agreement with the University of 
Valladolid to facilitate joint academic courses, research and exchange programmes.

One of the first such activities arranged under this agreement was the Tourism and Heritage Management 
Course held from September 23rd to 28th in Valladolid and Segovia, and organised by the Centre for 
Heritage Management of the University of Ahmedabad, the University of Valladolid and Casa de la India 
in collaboration with Confederation of Indian Industries, and Valladolid City Council amongst others.

The aim of this programme was to inform Indian heritage managers and tour operators of the links 
between heritage and tourism and the opportunities to be gained from good management of these 
related sectors. The hope was to prove that the potential of heritage could be used efficiently for the 
economic and socio-cultural development of a city or region. The programme offered participants 
practical experience and discussion points that would enable them to carry out a strategic plan that 
would add value to a region or city that linked tourism with sustainable heritage management.

Between September 23rd and 28th, eleven Indian participants from the states of Gujarat, Rajasthan and 
Punjab, including architects, tour operators and representatives of Indian administration in the areas 
of   tourism, cultural heritage teachers etc. came to Spain to participate in this course. The course was 
held in various locations of historical importance in Valladolid, with an extension to the city of Segovia. 
The course had an intensive programme of lectures on various aspects of heritage management and 
the potential of heritage tourism. The course also emphasized the understanding and awareness of 
initiatives undertaken in Castilla and León and Valladolid, as well as practical examples showing 
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successful heritage tourism management, visits to different projects, cultural institutions and centres 
related to heritage, talks about sustainable business models, the importance of communication and the 
media, and interaction between responsible politicians, professionals and entrepreneurs.

On completion of this pioneering programme between Spain and India, the participants from India 
received an academic certificate recognized by both the organising universities.

3.1.2.	 KALASANGAM.	PERMANENT	PERFORMING	ARTS	AND	MUSIC	SEMINAR
Since its inception six years ago, this permanent performing arts and music seminar has offered 
professional training in Indian dance, theatre and music. Kalasangam means meeting point, sangam, 
for the arts, kala, in order to create experts, rasikas. The theoretical-practical nature of the Kalasangam 
courses allows the students the opportunity to become familiar with the essentials of obtaining a base 
in Indian performing arts and music and to be able to embark on further study in any of the dance and 
music disciplines that have been offered.  Indian aesthetic theories, as well as other aspects of Indian 
culture, such as philosophy, religion or history, complement the practical classes, helping to better 
understand, practice and enjoy these arts. 

In the 2012 – 2013 session, the seminar included regular dance and performing arts courses, master 
classes, and intensive workshops and demonstrations given by the various professional artists and 
masters invited to participate, some of whom also performed in Valladolid.

KALASANGAM:	REGULAR	COURSES
The Kalasangam Performing Arts Seminar, coordinated by Monica de la Fuente, specialist in Bharata 
Natyam dance, included regular Bharata Natyam classes as well as theoretical-practical master classes 
and intensive workshops in other performing arts given by invited artists. The traditional end of year 
celebration held at Casa de la India, open to the general public, was held this year on June 18th during 
which there was also a presentation of the summer intensive courses that are held in India. 

•  Bharata natyam classical dance course (Level I), October 15th, 2012 – June 17th, 2013. 

•  Bharata natyam classical dance course (Level 2), October 31st, 2012 – June 19th, 2013. 

•  indian dance for children (7-12 years old), October 15th, 2012 – June 17th, 2013.

•  Bharata natyam classical dance course (Level I), October 14th, 2013 – June 20th, 2014. 

•  Bharata natyam classical dance course (Level 2), October 14th, 2013 – June 20th, 2014. 

•  indian dance for children (5-9 years old), October 14th, 2013 – June 16th, 2014.

•  indian dance for children (10-14 years old), October 18th, 2013 – June 20th, 2014.

•  study of movement and gestural work in indian performing arts (Bharata natyam and kathakali), 
October 14th, 2013 – June 20th, 2014 

MASTER	CLASSES	AND	INTENSIVE	WORKSHOPS	BY	INVITED	MAESTROS

•  Bharata natyam, classical dance Master Class, March 17th and 19th. 
Given by Priya Venkataraman, March 17th at Teatros de Canal Dance Centre, Madrid and March 19th at 
Casa de la India, Valladolid. With the collaboration of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). 
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•  indian Performing Arts Master Class, October 19th and November 19th at Casa de la India. 
Given by Mónica de la Fuente. 

•  the Voice of the Body intensive workshop, March 10th at Casa de la India. Given by Mónica de la Fuente. 

•  Master class given by Astad deboo and dance company. 
December 6th at the Miguel Delibes Cultural Centre, Valladolid. 

   The famous dancer and choreographer, pioneer master in the delicate art of successfully fusing tradition 
and modernity, dance and theatre, east and west. The class was aimed at aimed at dance professionals 
and students of the Castilla and León Regional Professional Dance School and the Castilla and León 
Regional Higher School for Dramatic Arts as well as Kalasangam students. With the collaboration of the 
Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). 

3.2.	 LECTURES,	ROUND	TABLES	AND	WORKSHOPS

3.2.1.	 LECTURES,	ROUND	TABLES	AND	WORKSHOPS	AT	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

LECTURE	|	DREAMS	OF	INDIA:	THE	STORY	OF	A	DREAM	TO	CHANGE	THE	WORLD	
FEBRUARY	7

The photographer and founder of Worldbrand Society, Jesús Menéndez Pabón, inaugurated the 
photographic exhibition of his own work Dreams of India XXL with this lecture where he shared some 
of his experiences gained during his three years in India and his own secret dream to make the world a 
better place through mutual understanding. 

RABINDRANATH	TAGORE	MEMORIAL	LECTURE		
MAY	7

In celebration of the 100th anniversary of Tagore being awarded the Nobel Prize, Casa de la India started 
a Rabindranath Tagore Memorial Lecture which will be given on the Bengali genius’ birthday, May 7th, 
every year. The first of these lectures was given by Professor José Paz, a Spanish Tagore expert who in 
2012 donated one of the major private collections on Tagore in the world to Casa de la India. The lecture 
looked at Rabindranath Tagore against a background of Spanish and Latin-American writers. 

LECTURE	|	TRADITION	AND	CONTINUITY	IN	INDIAN	ART	
MAY	23

Programmed during the exhibition The Indian Art Collection of the Alberto Jiménez-Arellano Alonso 
Foundation of the University of Valladolid this lecture was given by María Jesús Ferro, Ph. D. in 
Geography and History, specialising in Art History from the Complutense University of Madrid. Dr Ferro 
discussed many of the works that formed part of the exhibition, discussing their origins, artists, schools 
etc as well as their role as historical documents. 

LECTURE	|	IMAGINATION	AND	EXPRESSION	OF	THE	SACRED:	SCULPTURES	
AND	MINIATURE	PAINTINGS	IN	INDIAN	ART	
JUNE	4

Programmed during the exhibition The Indian Art Collection of the Alberto Jiménez-Arellano Alonso 
Foundation of the University of Valladolid this lecture was given by Peter Pandimakil, Professor of 
Theology at Saint Paul University, Ottowa, Canada. Professor Pandimakil talked about the significance 
of the image in Indian art within a historical, social, religious and mythological context. 

LECTURE	|	NEO-HINDUISM	AS	VIEWED	BY	SWAMI	VIVEKANANDA	
OCTOBER	4

Given by Olivia Cáttedra, graduate in Oriental Studies from the University del Salvador, Buenos Aires, 
Argentina (1979), Doctor in Indian Philosophy (1990) and Researcher at the National Scientific and 
Technical Research Council of Argentina. Olivia Cattedra looked at the characteristics of the socio-
philosophical neo-Hindu movement, its roots in Upashinadic wisdom and the nature and function of its 
opening towards the west. 



ROUND	TABLE	|	CONTRASTS	AND	CHALLENGES	IN	INDIA	
FEBRUARY	14

The roundtable session Contrasts and Challenges in India was organised by the Vicente Ferrer 
Foundation in collaboration with the European Indian Chamber of Commerce (EICC) and the Centre for 
Asian Studies (CEA) of the University of Valladolid. Gour Saraff, Director of the Europe Indi Chamber 
of Commerce (EICC), Blanca Garcia Vega, Professor of Art History at the University of Valladolid and 
Coordinator of Meridian Asia of the CEA, and Luz Maria Sanz Masedo, representative of the Vicente 
Ferrer Foundation for Madrid and Castilla and León took part in the session with Luz Maria Sanz Masedo 
taking the role of the session moderator. 

WORKSHOP	|	THE	ART	OF	SEEING	DIFFERENTLY	
FEBRUARY	23	AND	24

Jesús Menéndez Pabón, whose photographic exhibition Dreams of India XXL was held at Casa de la 
India from February 7th to March 7th, gave this two day photography and communication workshop. 
The main aim of the workshop was to reflect on the essential aspects of photography as a unique and 
personal means to communicate an emotion. 

3.2.2.	 LECTURES	AND	WORKSHOPS	AT	OTHER	INSTITUTIONS

LECTURE	|	INDIAN	MUSICAL	INSTRUMENTS	
MARCH	14,	FACULTY	OF	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

This conference, organised by Casa de la India and the Musicology Department of the University of 
Valladolid, was given by Ido Segal, a multi instrumentalist and specialist in Indian and oriental music, 
and looked at different Indian instruments. 

LECTURE	|	DREAMS	OF	INDIA:	THE	STORY	OF	A	DREAM	TO	CHANGE	THE	WORLD	
MARCH	14,	LOPE	DE	RUEDA	HALL,	FACULTY	OF	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

The photographer and founder of Worldbrand Society, Jesús Menéndez Pabón, inaugurated the 
photographic exhibition of his own work Dreams of India XXL (held in the University of Valladolid Faculty 
of Arts from March 14th to March 26th), with this lecture where he shared some of his experiences gained 
during his three years in India and his own secret dream to make the world a better place through 
mutual understanding. 

LECTURE	|	SHAKESPEARE	ON	THE	INDIAN	STAGE	
SEPTEMBER	27,	FACULTY	OF	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

This lecture was given by H.S. Shivaprakash, currently Director of the Tagore Zentrum in Berlin.  
H.S. Shivaprakash is also a distinguished poet and translator from Karnataka. He has received four best 
book prizes from the Karnataka Sahitya Akademi (The Indian Academy of Letters), and received the 
Sahitya Akademi Award most recently in 2012 for poetry in the Kannada language, and he was awarded 
the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award in 1997 for his work as a playwright. 

36



37

EDUCATION ANNUAL	
REPORT

2013

LECTURE	|	“BHAKTI	TRADITION	AND	ST.	JOHN	OF	THE	CROSS”		
OCTOBER	8,	TAGORE	CENTRE,	EMBASSY	OF	INDIA,	BERLIN

Given by Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India. 

LECTURE	DEMO	|	“NAVA	RASA	–	THE	NINE	EMOTIONS	IN	INDIAN	THEATRE”		
OCTOBER	9,	INTERNATIONAL	RESEARCH	CENTRE	“INTERWEAVING	PERFORMANCE	CULTURES”,	FREE	UNIVERSITY,	BERLIN

Given by Guillermo Rodríguez and Mónica de la Fuente. 

LECTURE	|	CULTURAL	TRANSLATION	
NOVEMBER	25,	FACULTY	OF	ARTS,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

Given by Harish Trivedi, former Professor of English at the University of Delhi. He has co-edited 
Post-Colonial Translation: Theory and Practice and contributed to The Oxford History of Literary 
Translation in English, vols. 4 and 5. The concept of ‘cultural translation’ apparently comes from 
the anthropology field but has over the last few decades acquired a wide interdisciplinary currency, 
especially in the areas of Postcolonial discourse and Cultural Studies. Most significantly, it has 
encroached upon, and threatens to swallow up, the domain of ‘translation’ as a transaction between 
two languages. Harish Trivedi aimed to show that this serves the cause of hegemonic Anglophone 
globalization and is thus not good for the cultural health of the (rest of the) world.

WORKSHOPS	|	INDIAN	COOKERY	
NOVEMBER	23	AND	30,	INTERNATIONAL	SCHOOL	OF	CULINARY	ARTS,	VALLADOLID

Given by Chef Rajesh Kumar. Casa de la India collaborated with the International School of Culinary 
Arts of Valladolid to hold two cookery workshops, one a general Indian cookery workshop and the 
other a more specific Indian Vedic Cookery. In these workshops the chef explained the importance of 
the use of spices in Indian cuisine, the techniques, processes and results of cooking with spices and 
special ingredients. The workshops also allowed participants to make and then taste the dishes they 
had prepared. 



3.3.	 ESCUELA	DE	LA	INDIA
The Escuela de la India (India School), organised by Casa de la India, is a regular educational programme 
about India based on diversity and multicultural learning. The programme is based on diversity and 
multicultural learning with the aim of extending the knowledge about India and offering a vision of the 
complexities of this emerging country, a key to understanding the 21st century. The Escuela de la India 
educational department has also started educational initiatives based on new technologies such as 
the “Tagore Virtual Classroom” accessible through indianet.es, a virtual platform that offers a meeting 
space and tool for communities working in fields related to India and also serves as an information and 
diffusion point for activities related to India in Spain and regarding the relationships between the two 
countries. 

Escuela de la India, Casa de la India´s regular educational programme, presents different aspects of 
traditional and contemporary India through educational and artistic activities and games (interactive 
dynamics, the reading of texts, plastic and traditional arts, audiovisual activities, music, dance, theatre, 
etc.). The Escuela de la India as an educational initiative therefore promotes intercultural dialogue and 
offers a meeting space inspired by the comprehensive educational theories and practices propounded 
by Rabindranath Tagore. Tagore, a fervent advocate of dialogue between cultures and peoples, 
and convinced that East and West could understand each other, made great efforts to achieve a 
rapprochement between western civilizations and India

With this Tagorean educational ideology Escuela de la India has offered full program of activities 
providing an intercultural meeting space where participants could express themselves in different ways, 
artistically, socially and culturally, creating a dialogue with India and Tagore as a resource for learning, 
teaching and intercultural exchange.

The Escuela de la India educational programme offers cultural weeks, intercultural days, seminars, 
meetings, workshops, didactic concerts and performances, special celebrations and intercultural 
evenings dedicated to India. The team of professionals who organise, design, and carry out the activities, 
as well as the guest lecturers and artists, comprises Indian and Spanish experts with ample experience 
in multicultural education and cooperation as a means to development. The Escuela de la India presents 
proposals of its activities directly to educational centres, offering customised programmes which are 
flexible and can be easily adapted to the needs of an individual centre in terms of context, areas of 
interest, space or type of participant. These activities have taken place in the educational centres 
themselves where requested, or at Casa de la India in calle Puente Colgante 13 in Valladolid.

During 2013, the Escuela de la India has undertaken one cultural week, eleven cultural days, eight special 
celebrations, three guided visits of Casa de la India with workshops, and two workshops for infants. 
Feedback from the centres, and the approximately two thousand five hundred students who participated 
in the activities organised, has been very positive. The activities carried out by Escuela de la India in 
2013 are described in the following sections.

3.3.1.	 CULTURAL	WEEKS
The Escuela de la India’s cultural weeks cover different topics related to traditional and contemporary 
India to help give an idea of the multicultural and multi-religious aspects of this huge country where 
different cultures and religions exist side by side and learn from each other. The artistic demonstrations 
that also form part of the activities give the students a glimpse of Indian aesthetic traditions as well 
Indian culture, religion and history - thus giving the students the basic tools necessary to be able to 
understand, practice and enjoy Indian arts. Escuela de la India organised a cultural week with the 
following centre:

cOndesA eYLO ALFOnsO secOndArY scHOOL, VALLAdOLid 
February 18th, 19th, 20th, 21st & 28th 
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3.3.2.	 CULTURAL	DAYS
The aim of these days was to offer an introduction to Indian culture by portraying different cultural, 
artistic and everyday aspects of life in India, from an intercultural perspective. These days are in effect 
a synthesis of the activities carried out in the cultural weeks concentrating on the following areas of 
special interest: 

• Performing arts in india

• customs and lifestyles in india

• Great world religions to encourage tolerance

• introduction to indian music

• Ayurveda natural medicine

• relaxation exercises and asanas

• Plastic and traditional arts and literature of india

• traditional indian games

• Music and musical instruments

• cooperation and education

In 2013, Indian cultural days were organised with the following centres and bodies:

• CAMP (Centre for Psychologically Disabled Persons), January 30th

• San Fernando Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, February 22nd 
• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School, Valladolid, (for parents), February 21st 
• Compañía de María La Enseñanza Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, March 4th  
• Gloria Fuertes Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, March 5th 
• Rosa Chacel Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, March 11th 
• Alonso Berruguete Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, March 26th 
• Cigales Secondary School, Valladolid, March 26th 
• El Carracillo Rural School, March 27th

• Parquesol Secondary School, Valladolid, November 11th 
• La Merced Secondary School, Valladolid, December 2nd

3.3.3.	 WORKSHOPS

INDIAN	STORIES	
JANUARY	2,	3	AND	4,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

Organised to create a musical ballet and aimed at children between 8 and 12 years old with some training 
in dance, theatre, music, martial arts etc.

INDIANSTREET	
MONTHLY	FROM	OCTOBER	18

Dance workshop incorporating Indian classical, modern, hip-hop and Bollywood dance forms, providing 
an artistic encounter where all ages can have fun and learn through dance and learn about choreography.

3.3.4.	 SPECIAL	CELEBRATIONS

SCHOOL	DAY	OF	NON-VIOLENCE	AND	PEACE	
In celebration of the School Day of Non-violence and Peace which coincides with the death anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi on January 30th, Escuela de la India, organised a series of activities in collaboration 
with the students of the vocational training courses for Socio-cultural Coordination and Social Integration 
of the Emilio Ferrari School of Secondary and Further Education for the third year running.

The intercultural day organised took place in many of the city’s primary educational centres and under 
the title “Education for Peace: Healthy Child, Peaceful Child”, with the aim of giving students the 
necessary tools to create peace and understanding through different educational activities.
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Prior to and in preparation for the activities organised for January 30th, two training sessions were 
carried out at the Emilio Ferrari School of Secondary and Further Education and an intercultural day 
titled ”Discovering India” was held at Casa de la India.

The following educational centres in the province of Valladolid participated:

• Antonio Machado Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• Francisco de Quevedo Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• García Quintana Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• Las Huelgas Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• Macías Picavea Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• Miguel Delibes Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• Narciso Alonso Cortés Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• Nuestra Señora del Duero Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• Parque Alameda Infants and Primary School, Valladolid
• San Cristóbal Infants and Primary School, Valladolid

INDIAN	CULTURE	IN	THE	CLASSROOMS	OF	LA	MERCED	SECONDARY	SCHOOL,	VALLADOLID	
JANUARY	24	AND	NOVEMBER	29

Indian culture was present in a very special way in the classrooms of La Merced Secondary School. 
The activities took place both in the school classrooms as well as at the Casa de la India centre in the 
heart of Valladolid. This pilot project with La Merced Secondary School, which for some years now has 
been a bilingual (Spanish – English) centre of learning, allowed students to make contact with students 
in India at the DPS International (Delhi Public Schools International) in New Delhi, where the students 
are learning Spanish. This virtual meeting took place via indianet.es and allowed Indian and Spanish 
students to meet each other.

The following activities were carried out over the 2012 – 2013 academic year:

• Production of teaching materials in different formats
• Intercultural Seminar at Casa de la India
•  Lecture: Culture as a Tool for Sustainable Development given by Amitava Bhattacharya and Sayantani 

Raychaudhuri form the ONG Banglanatak, which is dedicated to the promotion of artistic expression 
by traditional societies as a means of development.

•  The “Tagore Virtual Classroom” , via indianet.es, allowed students of La Merced Secondary School in 
Valladolid, Spain and DPS International in New Delhi, India to make contact with each other.

EUROPEAN	DAY	OF	ARTISTIC	CREATIVITY		
MARCH	21,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	

As part of the European Day of Artistic Creativity, promoted by CreArt (Network of Cities for Artistic 
Creation), Casa de la India invited the public to participate by drawing on their “Creative Wall”, with the 
aim of stimulating and encouraging creativity and to recreate dreams...
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During the day the following workshops were organised and open to the public:

• Mural painting

• Rangolis

• Stamping

• Tell us your dream

WORKSHOPS:	MULTIPLE	INTELLIGENCES	
APRIL	22,	CONDESA	EYLO	ALFONSO	SECONDARY	SCHOOL	

Students of Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School participated in workshops organised with Escuela 
de la India to develop intra- and inter- personal intelligence through multicultural education and 
emotional development.

INTERCULTURAL	EDUCATIONAL	DAY		
MAY	6	

During the 2012 – 2013 academic year the Tomás Bretón Secondary School of Salamanca carried out an 
innovative project designed by 3rd and 4th year students, with the collaboration of 15 teachers: “Dance, 
language and new technologies as a way to socialisation”. During the second stage of the project the 
School visited Casa de la India and participated in an Intercultural Day, held in English, as a means 
of communication and a workshop on cultivating artistic sensitivity in India, the development and 
encouragement of a creative spirit, and the stimulus and promotion of performing arts.

EUROPEAN	DAY	AND	NIGHT	OF	MUSEUMS		
MAY	18

Casa de la India once again joined the celebration of the 36th International Museum Day and European 
Night of Museums, an initiative which began in Berlin in 1997 and is now celebrated in over 120 cities 
in Europe,  with guided visits of the exhibition, library and garden, interactive workshops and the conti-
nuous screening of four Indian short films.

The following activities were offered to the public that visited during these days:

• information about casa de la india.

•  Guided visit of the indian Art collection of the Alberto Jiménez-Arellano Alonso Foundation of the 
University of Valladolid

•  Guided visit of the Library

•  Visit of the casa de la india garden “A Little corner of Ahmedabad”

•  screening of four indian short films: Jagjeet, dir. kavanjit singh; Make Me think, dir. Amir Mishr; Us 
Para / the Other end, dir. Arati kadav; rose Bed, dir. Aarambhh Mohan singh.

•  interactive workshops discovering india in the exhibition hall. 

•  dance and theatre performance by Be+silvia Martín
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BOLLYWOOD	FLASHMOB		
MAY	18

Casa de la India and the Valladolid Science Museum joined forces and celebrations on International 
Museum Day to celebrate their 10th anniversaries in a joint activity which took place in the main entrance 
hall of the Science Museum. Two Escuela de la India dance teachers choreographed a Bollywood song, 
and volunteers gathered at Casa de la India one evening to rehearse the steps. On the evening of May 
18th, in the Science Museum, the strategically placed dancers erupted into dance as the museum visitors 
looked on in amazement and many even joined in with the Bollywood dance flash mob! This event 
was made possible thanks to the collaboration of the “Fresas con Nata” (Strawberries and Cream) 
Dance School, Amigos (Friends) of Casa de la India and students of the Ponce de León and León Felipe 
Secondary Schools of Valladolid.

PRESENTATION:	KALASANGAM,	END	OF	YEAR	CELEBRATION	AND	ESCUELA	DE	LA	INDIA	
PROGRAMMES		
JUNE	18

This evening was organised by the Kalasangam students to showcase what they had learnt during the 
year and also allowed the Kalasangam and Escuela de la India coordinators to present the courses and 
workshops planned for the following academic year. The following programme was organised:

•  End of year demonstration by Bharata Natyam students, levels I and II

•  Modern dance groups who had participated in the Bollywood Flashmob were invited to perform on this 
evening from the Ponce de León, León Felipe and Pinar de la Rubia Secondary Schools

•  Presentation of the Kalasangam programme for the 2013-14 academic year

•  Presentation of the Escuela de la India educational programmes for the 2013-14 academic year.

3.3.5.	 GUIDED	CULTURAL	VISITS	OF	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA	
The aim of this activity is to encourage schoolchildren to get to know Casa de la India via a programme of 
visits and workshops at Casa de la India. The visits and workshops are catered to each group of students 
and allow them direct contact with Indian culture. The visits include a guided tour of the building, taking 
advantage of any exhibitions that are being held at the time to help explain different aspects of Indian 
culture. In February and March, with the exhibition Dreams of India XXL, the following visits took place:

• Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School (for parents), February 21st 
• Compañía de María La Enseñanza Infants and Primary School, March 4th 
• Gloria Fuertes Infants and Primary School, March 5th.
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3.4.	 SCHOLARSHIP	AND	INTERNSHIP	PROGRAMMES	IN	INDIA

SCHOLARSHIPS	FROM	THE	INDIAN	COUNCIL	FOR	CULTURAL	RELATIONS	(ICCR)		
OF	THE	GOVERNMENT	OF	INDIA
Casa de la India collaborated in publicising and informing interested parties of the scholarships offered 
by the Government of India, via the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). The scholarships 
were part of the academic year 2013-2014 Programme for Cultural Exchange between India and Spain.  
The scholarships are aimed at Spanish students wishing to undertake graduate or postgraduate studies, 
or research in Indian universities and educational Institutions.
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Casa de la India’s library specialises in information about India. The library’s main functions are to 
support Casa de la India’s educational and cultural activities, as well as giving readers and researchers 
a point of access to India’s rich cultural heritage.

The library houses more than 3,000 titles including books, periodicals, audiovisual material (CDs and 
DVDs) and multimedia (CD-ROM). India’s linguistic wealth is reflected in the number of languages 
represented in the library collection: English, Spanish, Hindi, Bengali and Malayalam, amongst others. 
With the aim of providing access to Indian culture and information about India, the library gives users 
access to films, documentaries, music and books, fiction (novels, poetry and plays) and non-fiction, 
covering many topics such as philosophy, religion, society, politics, economy, travel, history and art, to 
name but a few.

During 2013, as in previous years, the library continued its overall acquisitions policy with the aim of 
incorporating materials that not only enhance the overall library collection but that are also specifically 
related to Casa de la India’s cultural and educational activities.

The Casa de la India library catalogue remains an integrated part of the Castilla and León Libraries 
network catalogue. The lending policy means that a person can borrow two books and one CD, DVD 
or CD-ROM at any one time. The lending period for books is 15 days and for audiovisual or multimedia 
material, 7 days. Library users can not only consult the catalogue (http://rabel.jcyl.es), but they can also 
reserve and renew resources on-line.

The Casa de la India library is open to the public from Monday to Friday (except public holidays) from 
10:00 to 14:00 and from 17:00 to 20:00 (except Monday afternoons) and can be accessed with either of 
the following two types of membership:

•  Membership of the castilla and León Libraries network (Bibliotecas de Castilla y León). This card can 
be obtained from any of the libraries that form part of the RABEL (Red de Bibliotecas de Castilla y 
León) network and must be shown in order to borrow any library resource.

•  As an Amigo of casa de la india (all categories). This card must be shown in order to use the library or 
Haveli garden reading and study areas. Amigos of Casa de la India can also benefit from other library 
services such as narrowcasting (selective dissemination of information) and Wi-Fi.

4.	 LIBRARY
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5.1.	 VI	EUROINDIA	SUMMIT	
OCTOBER	21	-	22,	HYDERABAD	AND	OCTOBER	23,	AHMEDABAD

The VI EuroIndia Summit focusing on ‘Greening Cities’ was held in Hyderabad on the 21st and 22nd of 
October 2013. It was hosted by the Government of Andhra Pradesh and Hyderabad City Council and 
co-organized by the EuroIndia Centre, the Confederation of Indian Industries (CII), and the European 
Business and Technology Centre (EBTC).

The Summit was attended by about 250 participants; out of whom about 50 represented 9 European 
cities from 8 European States. Francisco Javier León de la Riva, Mayor of Valladolid, Alberto Grijalba, 
Professor of Architecture at the University of Valladolid and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de 
la India, represented Valladolid at this Summit. More than 20 cities from the state of Andhra Pradesh 
participated as did 15 other Indian cities from 12 different States.

Over the two days of the conference high-level speakers and participants as well as an engaged and 
well-informed audience discussed the topic of ‘Greening Cities’ in India and Europe. Cities of both 
regions face the common challenge of rapid urbanization, which is putting a lot of pressure on urban 
infrastructure and systems such as energy, water, waste, mobility, and heritage etc.

In his presentation at the Summit as the leader of the European delegation of cities, the Mayor of 
Valladolid highlighted the importance of tourism as a source of progress and wealth, and the policies for 
the conservation and management of heritage to attract visitors to a city.

5.2.	 "INDIAN	FUTURE	LEADERS	PROGRAMME"	IN	VALLADOLID
LECTURE	–	DEBATE:	THE	CURRENT	POLITICAL,	ECONOMIC	AND	SOCIAL	SITUATION	IN	INDIA,	
AND	THE	POTENTIAL	RELATIONSHIP	BETWEEN	SPAIN	AND	INDIA	
MAY	29,	CASA	DE	LA	INDIA

Under the Indian Future Leaders Programme  organised by the Spain -India Council Foundation, the 
lecture- debate The current political, economic and social situation in India and the potential relationship 
between Spain and India was held at Casa de la India, with Ashis Ray, Director of RayMedia in London 
and the European correspondent for the Times of India. Ray debated with local journalists José Luis 
Martín (Regional Delegate for the ABC newspaper), Ignacio Fernández Sobrino (Regional Director of 
Onda Cero radio station and Antena 3 TV television channel), Javier Cuevas (Director of Cadena SER 
Valladolid radio station) and Carlos Aganzo (Director of El Norte de Castilla newspaper). 

5.	 COOPERATION	AND	ENTERPRISE



5.3.	 	COOPERATION	IN	CULTURAL	HERITAGE	MANAGEMENT	
AS	ECONOMIC	RESOURCE	

5.3.1.	 TOURISM	AND	HERITAGE	MANAGEMENT	COURSE
SEPTEMBER	23	–	28,	VALLADOLID	AND	SEGOVIA

A pioneering programme on Tourism and Heritage Management was held from September 23rd to 
28th in Valladolid and Segovia, organised by the Centre for Heritage Management of the University of 
Ahmedabad, the University of Valladolid and Casa de la India in collaboration with Confederation of 
Indian Industries, and Valladolid City Council, amongst others.

The aim of this programme was to inform Indian heritage managers and tour operators of the links 
between heritage and tourism and the opportunities to be gained from good management of these 
related sectors. The hope was to prove that the potential of heritage could be used efficiently for the 
economic and socio- cultural development of a city or region. The joint programme by the universities 
of Valladolid and Ahmedabad offered participants practical experience and discussion points that would 
enable them to carry out a strategic plan that would add value to a region or city that linked tourism 
with sustainable heritage management.

5.3.2.	 	EUROPEAID	COOPERATION	PROJECT	“CULTURAL	HERITAGE	&	
MANAGEMENT	VENTURE	LAB”	IN	AHMEDABAD
Casa de la India began the application process for a European grant under the EuropeAid call “Investing 
in People: Supporting culture as a vector of democracy and economic growth in December 2012, passing 
two stages to finally be awarded the grant. In the first stage, the project “Cultural Heritage & Management 
Venture Lab” in Ahmedabad was designed by Casa de la India with the University of Valladolid, Valladolid 
City Council, the University of Ahmedabad and Ahmedabad Municipal Council as partners. The project 
outline and budget were submitted in December 2012, and approved by the European Commission in 
May 2013. The last stage of the application had to be prepared in detail and submitted to the Commission 
by June 2013. At the beginning of October 2013, notice was received that the project submitted had been 
approved. A contract formalising the award was signed in December 2013 with the aim of beginning work 
on the project in January 2014. The project will have a duration of 36 months and the total budget of the 
project amounts to about 465.000 euro.

The main objective of the project is to help the people of Ahmedabad in Gujarat reap the maximum 
benefits of their cultural heritage as an economic resource. The aim is to achieve this and among 
other initiatives by strengthening the abilities of cultural agents and entrepreneurs and by creating an 
environment that favours creativity, innovation, professionalization, and entrepreneurial spirit.

Three more specific objectives are also identified as a means to achieving this overall objective. One 
is to develop innovative strategies and permanent public-private cooperation networks. Second, is to 
provide technical support to young people and potential entrepreneurs, to raise awareness amongst 
local communities about cultural heritage business initiatives and to promote the economic value of 
cultural heritage and its contribution to the economic development and creation of employment in the 
region. Third, is to encourage access to the professional market and public-private networks at regional, 
national or indo-European levels.
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5.4.	 	COOPERATION	WITH	THE	FILM	AND	TV	PRODUCERS	
GUILD	OF	INDIA	
In the month of May Casa de la India coordinated with the Spanish Institute of Cinematography and 
Audiovisual Arts (ICAA), the Spain Film Commission and the Spain-India Council Foundation to arrange 
an institutional visit to Spain by Mukesh Bhatt, President of the Film and TV Producers Guild of India.

The objective of this visit was to generate new initiatives to bring the Spanish and Indian film industries 
closer, and discuss the promotion of Spain as a destination for Bollwood film productions. While Mr. Bhatt 
was able to familiarize himself with the diversity of Spanish locations through presentations given by the 
various film commissions of Spain, working meetings were also planned in Madrid  for him to interact 
with the various ministries and stakeholders that are involved in facilitating film shootings in Spain: 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports (Institute of Cinematography and Audiovisual Arts, ICAA), 
Ministry of Treasury and Public Administration, Ministry of External Affairs and Cooperation, Ministry 
of Work and Pensions, Ministry of Industry, Energy and Tourism (Tourspain), Spain Film Commission, 
Federation of Spanish Audiovisual Producers (FAPAE) and the Spanish Association of Audiovisual 
Production Professionals (APPA).

On his tour around Spain Mukesh Bhatt visited numerous locations and sites in Madrid, Segovia, 
Valladolid, Barcelona and Gran Canaria. After this first successful visit, Kulmeet Makkar Executive 
Director of the Film and TV Producers Guild of India travelled to Spain from July 30th to August 5th to 
follow up on the joint initiatives that had been discussed earlier in May. He met with Susana de la Sierra, 
Director General of the ICAA in Madrid to discuss the organization of a Spain-India producers meet 
to he held during the Mumbai International Film Festival in October. Mr. Makkar also visited  Segovia, 
Valladolid, Seville, Málaga and Santiago de Compostela in a programme coordinated by Casa de la India 
with the Spain Film Commission.

As a culmination of this relationship Casa de la India signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
with the Film and Television Producers Guild of India on October 17th during the Mumbai International 
Film festival with the aim of strengthening ties between the filmmaking industries of Spain and India. 

This two year agreement aims to share ideas and practices, to promote domestic and international 
film production and promotion, boost mutual understanding of each other’s film production markets 
and promote bilateral cultural understanding. Many of these actions will be carried out in collaboration 
with the Spain Film Commission and the Spanish Ministry of Culture’s Institute of Cinematography and 
Audiovisual Arts  (ICAA). The agreement will facilitate not only filming in both countries, with local 
infrastructure and support made easily available, but also the organisation of film festivals and other 
cultural events to showcase the fruits of these projects and increase mutual awareness of the industries 
in the other country.

The signing of the agreement also coincided with the establishment in Valladolid of the Valladolid Film 
Office (VAFO), which was presented during the 58th Valladolid International Film Festival SEMINCI on 
October 21st  by Mercedes Cantalapiedra, Councillor for Culture, Commerce and Tourism of the City of 
Valladolid, and is now integrated in the network of local, provincial and regional offices and commissions 
that are part of the Spain Film Commission.



50

5.5.	 	PARTICIPATION	IN	OTHER	BUSINESS	
AND	COOPERATION	PROGRAMMES	

5.5.1.	 SEMINAR:	INDIA,	FOREIGN	BUSINESS	OPPORTUNITIES
JUNE	6,	CHAMBER	OF	COMMERCE,	ÁVILA

The Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Ávila and Casa de la India organised this seminar about 
the business opportunities for Spanish companies in India. The seminar was aimed at export and 
enterprising companies interested in entering the Indian market. Gour Saraff, Director of the Europe 
India Chamber of Commerce (EICC), Biraja Prasad, Deputy Chief of Mission of the Embassy of India and 
Guillermo Rodriguez, Director of Casa de la India, participated in the day-long seminar.

5.5.2.	 SEMINAR:	BUSINESS	OPPORTUNITIES	FOR	SPANISH	SME´S	IN	INDIA
JUNE	26,	ZARAGOZA

The Spain-India Council Foundation organised this seminar with the objective of introducing Spanish 
SME´s to the present realities and future prospects of the Indian economy, and analyzing the main 
business opportunities by sectors and the key issues to enter the Indian market. The meeting was 
divided into three sessions to allow for dynamic exchange and debate among participants.

The Director of Casa de la India took part in this Seminar as a Board Member of the Spain-India 
Council Foundation, who organized this event in collaboration with the Government of Aragón and the 
Confederation of Industries of Aragón.

5.5.3.	 LECTURE:	CONSTRUCTION	OF	GREAT	BRAND	NAMES
MARCH	13,	FACULTY	OF	COMMERCE,	UNIVERSITY	OF	VALLADOLID

Jesús Menéndez Pabón, founder of World Brand Society and photographer gave this lecture at the 
Faculty of Commerce of the University of Valladolid. His previous experience as a marketing executive 
was put to the test when he launched his own company and ‘product’ with the dream of changing the 
world. He claimed that a great brand does not rely on the size of the company it represents, but on the 
value of its soul!



51

COOPERATION	AND	ENTERPRISE ANNUAL	
REPORT

2013

5.5.4.	 	SEMINAR:	THE	INTERNATIONAL	PROJECTION	OF	LOCAL	
GOVERNMENTS:	CITIES	IN	ACTION
NOVEMBER	13	-	14,	SPANISH	FEDERATION	OF	MUNICIPALITIES	AND	REGIONS	(FEMP),	MADRID

Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of Casa de la India, gave a presentation to Spanish civic leaders on "India-
Spain city to city cooperation" during the "Strengthening Spain´s relationship with emerging countries: 
strategic alliances" session of this seminar. Held on November 13th, the session highlighted bi-lateral 
initiatives as well as city networks and multilateral events such as the EuroIndia Summit which brings 
private and public partners from Indian and European cities together to assess mutually beneficial 
projects.
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