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2009 was an especially significant year for Spain – India relations. In April, the president of 
India, Pratibha Devisingh Patil, became the first Indian Head of State to visit Spain since 
Indian Independence.  Her visit to Spain has undoubtedly opened a new chapter in political, 
economic and cultural relations between Spain and India. Just a few months later, on the 11th 
of November, Their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess of Asturias inaugurated the 
Cervantes Institute in New Delhi during their first official visit to India.

Casa de la India has been witness to these important events which mark a milestone in the 
relations between the two countries. The intensification of these bilateral relations and corpo-
rate and political exchanges has further consolidated the position of Casa de la India. Casa 
de la India continues to bring India closer to Spain through its regular programme of activities, 
special events and its initiatives for close cooperation between Spanish and Indian institutions 
and civil society.

Casa de la India, the third centre of its kind in Europe after London and Berlin, opened in 
Valladolid on the 11th of November 2006 with the aim of covering the new cultural, social, 
academic, institutional and economic needs in the relations between India and Spain.  It is 
also a platform to present the economic, scientific-technological, artistic, social and cultural 
possibilities for collaboration between the two countries. Thus, Casa de la India is instrumen-
tal in facilitating a greater level of cooperation and exchange between the two countries, and 
also to support initiatives with the aim of making Spain a greater presence in India. 

In order to achieve these objectives in 2009, Casa de la India has counted on the invaluable 
support of its three Patrons - the Republic of India through Embassy of India in Spain, Valla-
dolid City Council and the University of Valladolid – and various public and private organisa-
tions including the Board of Friends of the Casa de la India, the Indian Council for Cultural 
Relations (ICCR), the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and Development, the 
Spanish Ministry of Culture, and the Regional Government of Castilla and León.

Once again, this report provides a summary of the activities that Casa de la India has orga-
nised, managed and collaborated in throughout 2009. In accordance with the aims of the 
Foundation, Casa de la India in 2009 offered a full agenda of activities in the following areas; 
institutional, cultural, educational, and cooperation and enterprise. Thus, Casa de la India 
hopes to serve as a point of contact between the societies of India and Spain; providing a 
space to meet and dialogue and supporting initiatives to bring Spain and India closer together 
through culture, education and civil society cooperation.

Within the Institutional area, Casa de la India has participated in important events that took 
place owing to various official visits over the year. We also became one of the Board of 
Trustees of the recently established Spain – India Council Foundation whose aim is to bring 
together important private and public companies and organisations with commercial interests 
in India.  Casa de la India’s role on the Board of Trustees of the EuroIndia Centre was con-
solidated by being named a member of the Board of Directors of this network of institutions 
related to India and has continued efforts to establish links with institutions at a national and 
international level in order to promote cultural and social relations between India and Spain.  
These undertakings have been further reinforced by the support of the Board of Friends, a 
body contemplated in the statutes of the Casa de la India Foundation which brings together 
individuals, companies and organisations whose function is to propose, suggest and support 
initiatives related to the Foundation’s objectives.

In the area of culture, one of the major events of the year was India’s presence as the 
guest country at the art fair ARCOmadrid. Casa de la India participated in this homage to 
contemporary Indian art by organising two exhibitions in Valladolid, in collaboration with the 
Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation Museum, the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), 
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and ARCOmadrid. Other exhibitions were also very popular with the public: “Gandhi, my life 
is my message” - the moving collection on the life of Mahatma Gandhi organised to coincide 
with the 140th birth anniversary of the father of the Indian nation, and also “Discovering Ah-
medabad: Annals Of Reinvention”: an exhibition dedicated to the city with which Valladolid 
has a Friendship Agreement and which is also closely related to the figure of Gandhi.  As in 
previous years, other areas of focus have been the promotion of Indian performing arts and 
music, artists in residence, book presentations and film cycles.  Casa de la India’s particular 
interest in cinema and in strengthening bilateral relations through the film industry led to the 
celebration of the I. Spain – India Meeting of Film Makers in Valladolid in October 2009 as 
part of the SEMINCI (Valladolid International Film Festival).  Moreover, Casa de la India once 
again took the best recent Spanish cinema to India with the fourth edition of the Spanish Film 
Festival held in New Delhi and Hyderabad.

In the area of education, Casa de la India continued its collaboration with the University 
of Valladolid through its General Foundation and the Centre for Asian Studies to promote 
studies about India at university level. This year’s regular Hindi courses were given at three 
levels by Professor Vijayakumaran C.P.V., visiting Professor of Hindi on secondment to Spain 
through the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR). In the same vein, Casa de la In-
dia supported the University of Valladolid postgraduate course “University Specialist in India: 
Economy, Culture, Art and Society” which ran during the 2008-2009 academic year. It was 
the only monographic course on India at postgraduate level available in Spain.  The Escuela 
de la India (India School), an itinerant intercultural project aimed at primary and secondary 
school students and civic centres, once again reached thousands of participants from many 
educational centres in and around Valladolid and Castilla and León.  Many thematic seminars, 
conferences and workshops were also organised as well as another year of the Permanent 
Performing Arts and Music Seminar, Kalasangam the only course of its kind in Spain.  These 
educative activities are complemented by the Casa de la India Library which allows users 
with a personalised Friend of the Casa de la India card to consult and borrow the materials 
available.  This Casa de la India membership card acts as a library user card and also gives 
the member discounts on entrance, course and workshop fees for events organised by the 
Casa de la India.

In the area of Cooperation and Enterprise, amongst other business and civil society mee-
tings, the first EuroIndia City Summit Celebrated in Valladolid on the 5th and 6th of October 
should be highlighted. The Summit was co-organised by the Casa de la India, Valladolid City 
Council, the EuroIndia Centre (whose headquarters are in La Rochelle, France) and the CII 
(Confederation of Indian Industry), with the collaboration of the Spanish Agency for Interna-
tional Cooperation and Development, the Spain-India Council Foundation and the Valladolid 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  The EuroIndia City Summit, inaugurated by the Secre-
tary of State for International Cooperation, Soraya Rodríguez, offered a unique opportunity 
for representatives from a dozen cities and regions of India to gain first hand experience of 
the management models for sustainable development used in European cities. It was also a 
good opportunity to establish contacts with potential Spanish collaborators from the private 
and public sectors.  It also stimulated the exchange and cooperation with Spanish cities and 
other European countries in relation to crucial issues such as the conservation of historical city 
centres and their heritage; investment in basic infrastructure; mobility; best practices in city 
management and social housing projects in a multi-cultural context.  As for social cooperation 
and training, in 2009 Casa de la India collaborated with various Spanish and Indian NGOs, 
involved in development programmes aimed at some of India’s most underprivileged geo-
graphic areas and social groups, to organise educative and cultural conferences and events.  
Casa de la India takes this opportunity to recall the sad demise of the extraordinary aid worker 
Vicente Ferrer who passed away in India on the 19th of June 2009.  The work of this great 
man, an example of dedication to the Indian people in life and spirit, continues...
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1.1. BOARD OF TRUSTEES
  OF THE CASA DE LA   
 INDIA FOUNDATION

1. INSTITUTIONAL



1.2. COUNCIL OF HONOR 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS IN 2008 AND CHANGES TO THE BOARD
Two Ordinary Board Meetings were held at the Casa de la India on the 23rd of June and the 
22nd of December in 2009. The Board of Trustees, comprising representatives from the Em-
bassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council and the University of Valladolid, is the highest 
governing body of the Casa de la India Foundation and is responsible for its management and 
control. It is composed of a President, a Vice-president and vocal members. The Presidency 
is rotary and is held successively for two-year periods by the Mayor of Valladolid City Council 
and by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Valladolid.

Its members are drawn from distinguished personalities and institutions whose functions are 
honorific and consultative with the aim of providing a better service for the Foundation. Her 
Royal Highness Princess Irene of Greece holds the Presidency of the Council of Honour. 
The musician Ravi Shankar, the philosopher Raimon Panikar and the businessman Ratan 
Tata are among the distinguished members of the Council of Honour.  In 2009, the Spanish 
Minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Miguel Ángel Moratinos also formed part of the 
Council of Honour.

MEMORIA



1.3. BOARD OF FRIENDS  
 AND FRIENDS OF THE  
 CASA DE LA INDIA 

The Casa de la India has created two bodies to promote, stimulate and support cultural and 
educational initiatives, such as management and cooperation programmes, as well as to en-
courage involvement with people interested in Indian culture and in the many activities orga-
nised by the Casa de la India.

FRIENDS OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA

One of the main aims of the Casa is to offer its visitors a variety of services which cater to their 
interests and needs. To better take advantage of the activities and services offered, all our 
visitors are invited to become Friends of the Casa de la India, by means of an annual contribu-
tion, which allows them to enjoy a range of benefits and discounts as well as receiving monthly 
updates concerning all the activities organised by the Casa. Other benefits include the full use 
of the library and the possibility of using the installations for events that are in keeping with the 
aims of the Casa de la India.

BOARD OF FRIENDS OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA

The Casa de la India Board of Friends as a body of the Casa de la India Foundation is de-
fined in the Statutes of the Foundation, established in Valladolid on the 13th of March 2003 
by the Republic of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council and 
the University of Valladolid. The purpose of the Board of Friends is to propose, suggest, and 
collaboration in initiatives related to the Foundation’s objectives. 

The Board of Friends regulations allow for the following types of members: 

. Benefactor Friends. Sponsor Friends. Collaborator Friends. Emeritus Friends
  
In 2009, the Board of Friends comprised the following bodies and personalities: 

Catai Tours
Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Valladolid
DIVISA IT 
Iberica Overseas
P4R
Tata Motors

. EMERITUS FRIENDS

Fernando Colómo and Beatriz de la Gándara (Colómo Producciones)
Julio Juberías
Viswanathan Anand 
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1.4.  INSTITUTIONAL
 EVENTS 

One of the functions Casa de la India has performed since its founding is to serve as a pla-
tform for collaboration between institutions. As a foundation created by three public entities, 
the Republic of India, through the Embassy of India in Spain, Valladolid City Council and the 
University of Valladolid, this function is considered to be of the highest importance.

FIRST SPAIN – INDIA COUNCIL FOUNDATION BOARD MEETING
1st April, Madrid

The Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation and the Secretary of State for Trade 
presented the Spain – India Council Foundation on the 1st of April, in the presence of distin-
guished personalities form the arts and business worlds.  Casa de la India was invited to be a 
member of the Board of Trustees of this Foundation by its President, Antonio Escámez Torres 
(also President of the Banco Santander Foundation).  The Spain – India Council Foundation 
is, according to the Spanish Foreign Ministry, the result of the efforts by the Spanish Gover-
nment, collaborating companies (Abengoa, Abertis, Acciona, Agbar, BBVA, “La Caixa”, Caja 
Madrid, Chaincorp, FCC, Garrigues, Gas Natural, Isolux, OHL, Price Waterhouse, Repsol, 
Grupo Santander and Técnicas Reunidas), cultural agents and various sectors of Spanish 
society interested in maintaining relations and carrying out joint activities with India. Antonio 
Escámez is the President of the Foundation, Juan María Nin, Council representative of “La 
Caixa”, and Mohan Chainani, President de Chaincorp. José Eugenio Salarich, General Direc-
tor of Asia and the Pacific of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation has been named 
as the General Secretary of this foundation.

STATE VISIT BY THE PRESIDENT OF INDIA, PRATIBHA PATIL, TO SPAIN
20th – 23rd April, Madrid

The President of India, Pratibha Devisingh Patil, paid the first official visit to Spain by an Indian 
head of state since India became independent 62 years ago. The primary objectives of the 
visit were to reinforce political, economic and cultural links. Her visit to Spain heralds a new 
chapter in Spain – India relations.  The King and Queen of Spain received the President in 
Madrid and gave a lunch in her honour at the Palacio de la Zarzuela and later a dinner at the 
Royal Palace. The President visited the Congress of the Deputies and the Madrid city Council 
where she was given the key to the city by Alberto Ruiz-Gallardón, the Mayor of Madrid.  The 
President also had a meeting with representatives of the business community followed by a 
meeting with the Prime Minister of Spain, José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero at the Palacio de la 
Moncloa. President Patil was accompanied on her visit to Madrid by Ashwani Kumar, Deputy 
Minister for Industrial Policy, and a delegation of Indian businessmen with the aim stimulating 
commercial exchange and investment in both countries. After the meeting between the two 
heads of government, Spain and India signed agreements regarding agriculture, tourism, and 
renewable energies. Casa de la India was invited to participate in the official receptions and 
the Spain – India Business Meeting.

SPAIN – INDIA COUNCIL FOUNDATION MEETS THE FIRST VICE PRESIDENT 
OF SPAIN
20th April, Madrid

The First Vice President, Teresa Fernández de la Vega, met the Spain – India Council 
Foundation’s Board of Trustees, which includes the Casa de la India.  This foundation was 
established in March 2009 by companies from different Spanish sectors in order to promote 
cooperation between both countries at the scientific, cultural and academic levels and also 
in order to enhance corporate, economic and commercial relationships. In this meeting, the 
Vice President indicated the willingness of Spain to promote and strengthen bilateral relations 
with India, considering this to be essential for Spanish foreign policy in Asia and the Pacific. 
According to Fernández de la Vega, the creation of this entity is an example of the necessary 
involvement of civil society in the constant international projection of Spain so as to find and 
promote common interests in our international relations.  She also encouraged the Founda-
tion to promote the spread of the Spanish language, cultural and educational exchanges as 
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well as research and technological development.  The Spanish Government’s representatives 
in the meeting - which was presided over by the First Vice President, were the Ambassador of 
Spain in India, Ion de la Riva; the State Secretary for Trade, Silvia Iranzo; the Director of the 
Cervantes Institute, Carmen Caffarel; the Director of the Education and Culture Department 
of the Presidency, Marifé Santiago; the Director General of Foreign Policies for Asia and the 
Pacific, José Eugenio Salarich. 

EUROINDIA CENTRE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
15th June, Paris

Casa de la India became part of the EuroIndia Centre’s Board of Trustees in 2008.  The 
meeting was held in Paris as part of the General Assembly of the EuroIndia Centre on the 
15th of June and as such helped in the preparation of the EuroIndia City Summit in Valladolid 
co-organised by the EuroIndia Centre, Casa de la India and Valladolid City Council in October 
2009. The EuroIndia Centre has over fifty individual and institutional members in almost twen-
ty cities spread amongst ten Indian states.  The current co – Presidents are Colette Mathur 
and Harjit Singh Anand.

CASA ASIA BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
15th September, Madrid

Casa de la India was invited to attend the Board of Trustees meeting of Casa Asia on the 15th 
of September although it is not a trustee.  The meeting was presided over by the Mayor of 
Madrid, Alberto Ruiz Gallardón, in his role as President of the Casa Asia Consortium.  Atten-
dees at the meeting included the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Miguel 
Angel Moratinos and the Minister for Education, Angel Gabilondo. Casa Asia also presented 
their activities and projects for 2010 during the meeting. 

COMMEMORATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NON-VIOLENCE
2nd October, Valladolid

Casa de la India and the Embassy of India celebrated the International Day of Non-Violence 
by paying homage to Mahatma Gandhi in Valladolid’s Parque de la Paz (Peace Park). The 
United Nations declared the 2nd of October as the International Day of Non-Violence, to co-
incide with the birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (2nd October 1869).  The 140th anniver-
sary of Mahatma Gandhi’s birth was celebrated by placing flowers at a statue of the Mahatma 
in the park. The park has been home to the statue of the Mahatma Gandhi since 2001 when 
it was donated to the City of Valladolid by the Government of India. The event was attended 
by the Mayor of Valladolid, the Vice Chancellor of the University of Valladolid and the Mayor 
of the City of Ahmedabad, who headed his city’s delegation to participate in the EuroIndia City 
Summit, held in Valladolid from the 4th to the 6th of October. As part of the celebrations at 
the park, the Condesa Eylo Secondary School choir sang the Indian national anthem in Hindi 
and, amongst others, one of Gandhi’s favourite songs. The day’s events continued in the 
evening at the University of Valladolid Faculty of Philosophy and Arts with a screening Shyam 
Benegal’s documentary “Waiting for the Mahatma” and a lecture titled “The Death of Mahatma 
Gandhi” by Makarand Paranjape of the Jawaharlal Nehru University of New Delhi.

DIWALI, CELEBRATION OF THE HINDU NEW YEAR
16th October, Valladolid

Casa de la India organised an evening of entertainment in celebration of the Hindu new year, 
Diwali including offerings, music, traditional Indian food and “chill-out” music with a live sitar 
performance.
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INAUGURATION OF THE CERVANTES INSTITUTE IN NEW DELHI
11th November, New Delhi

The Director of the Casa de la India attended the inauguration of the Cervantes Institute in 
New Delhi which took place on the 11th of November 2009. The Cervantes Institute shares 
its inaugural date with Casa de la India (11th November 2006) which celebrated its third an-
niversary. The event was presided over by their Royal Highnesses the Prince and Princess 
of Asturias, during their first official visit to India, at the invitation of the President of India, 
Pratibha Patil who visited Spain in April 2009.  The Prince and Princess of Asturias also had 
the opportunity to visit an exhibition of sketches by Picasso at the first Cervantes Institute in 
India. The centre will play an important role in the promotion of the Spanish language and 
culture in India.

In order to better achieve its aims, the Casa de la India Foundation can establish links and 
relationships with other bodies deemed to be suitable and formalise agreements with orga-
nisations and institutions be they public, private, national or foreign.  During 2009, Casa de 
la India signed memorandums of collaboration (MOC) and memorandums of understanding 
(MOU) with the following bodies:

• Specific MOU with the Spanish Audio-Visual Producers’ Rights Management Association  
 (EGEDA) signed on the 23rd of February, for the IV Spanish Film Festival in India in New  
 Delhi and Hyderabad.

• MOC with the Development of Contemporary Architecture Research Group (Grupo de In  
 vestigación para el Desarrollo de la Arquitectura Contemporánea) of the University   
 of Valladolid signed on the 23rd of June, for the “Ahmedabad Exhibition”.

• MOC with the Siglo Foundation and the Cervantes Institute signed on the 25th of June,   
 for a grant and training scheme under the Plan for the Promotion of Spanish of the   
 Regional Government of Castilla and León.

• Framework MOU with the University of the Balearic Isles, signed on the 14th of July, to   
 promote activities and relations between the two organisations in the areas of culture,   
 education, society, science and technology, economics, events programming, manage  
 ment, research, training and documentation.
 

Throughout 2009 the Casa de la India has taken advantage of several grant and subsidy 
programmes of differing types. In order for the Casa de la India to fully meet the demands 
and objectives laid out in its Statutes, it relies on the various grant and aid programmes offe-
red by differing public administrations. In 2009, Casa de la India participated in the following 
schemes:

1.6.1. GRANTS

. Eurodysea Programme

Eurodysea is an Assembly of European Regions (AER) exchange programme offering young 
people aged between 18 and 30 real work experience. The programme stands out from other 
European programmes for its independence and continuity.  The scheme offers young people 
from participating regions, regardless of their background or education, the opportunity to live 
and carry out a traineeship in another participating region. In Castilla and León this program-

1.5. MEMORANDUMS OF
 UNDERSTANDING

1.6. GRANTS 
 AND SUBSIDIES 
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me is promoted by the Regional Government of Castilla and León via the Regional Ministry of 
Family and Equal Opportunities and the General Department for Youth. Casa de la India re-
ceived one trainee through the Eurodysea programme who collaborated in the area of events 
management and production for three months from the beginning of October to the end of 
December 2009.

. Grants from the General Foundation of the University and City Council of Valladolid

An agreement between the University of Valladolid, through its General Foundation, and Va-
lladolid City Council means that a series of grants are available for students of degrees with 
possible difficulties in getting job placements.  In 2009 the Casa de la India participated in 
this programme by receiving one trainee who helped in the cataloguing and classifying of all 
library material as well updating and communicating events and programme information to 
the public.

. “Castilla and León” Scholarships from the Siglo Foundation of the Regional 
 Government of Castilla and León 

Under a collaboration agreement between the Casa de la India, the Siglo Foundation and 
the Cervantes Institute of New Delhi, Casa de la India received one scholarship holder on a 
training placement between October and December who collaborated in Spain – India cultural 
events management. The scheme, publicised by the Cervantes Institute in New Delhi and 
financed by the Siglo Foundation, awards 10 teachers and 15 students of Spanish in India 
scholarships to study Spanish. Casa de la India offered 3 of these scholarship holders a trai-
ning placement at its centre.

. Collaboration Grants in Training Tasks in University of Valladolid 
 Centres and Services

These grants are aimed at under and post graduate students at the Universidad de Valladolid 
in order to give them extra-curricular training by participating and collaborating in projects at 
differing University centres and services. Between July and October 2009, the Casa de la 
India received one grant student through this programme who was collaborated in graphic 
design, communication and public relations tasks.

. Collaboration Grants for Students, Student Orientation and Information Centre, 
 University of Valladolid

Under the Student Collaboration Grant scheme, the Casa de la India received two trainees 
between January and July of 2009. The scheme aims to introduce students to the work place 
by offering them work experience in companies and organisations.

. Mobility Grant, Leonardo da Vinci

This programme has formed part of the European Commission’s Lifelong Learning Progra-
mme since the 1st of January 2007, along with the Comenius, Erasmus and Grundtvig pro-
grammes.  These grants include ‘mobility’ initiatives enabling people to train in companies or 
educational centres in another country.  There was one person at Casa de la India through this 
programme from June to December 2009.

. Work Experience Programme, Master in Cultural Industries Management, 
 University of Valladolid

This programme for work experience, regulated by an agreement between Casa de la India 
and the University of Valladolid, was set up so that the student could see and learn first hand 
how the Casa de la India – it’s structure, how it is run, work practices and techniques etc. 
as a complement to the studies being followed. Casa de la India had one student under this 
programme for two months in April and May of 2009. 

. Vocational Training Programme, Regional Government of Castilla and León 
 and Cicerón of Castilla and León

Starting in September 2009, Casa de la India received one student for vocational training 
through this programme aimed at students of Vocational Training courses. The person colla-
borated in the Casa de la India’s educational project, Escuela de la India.
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1.6.2. SUBSIDIES

. Open and Permanent Aid Schemes for Cooperation and Development, AECID

The aim of these subsidies is to finance individual initiative projects or activities geared towards 
cooperation for development.  Areas of action include economy and society, culture, technical 
fields, science, professional, and welfare promotion, as well as increasing awareness of inter-
national cooperation for development, which can be carried out in Spain or abroad.  In 2009, 
Casa de la India received two grants from the Spanish International Cooperation Agency for 
Development towards the EuroIndia City Summit and the Casa’s educational project, Escuela 
de la India.

. Grants for the Internationalization of Spanish Culture, AECID

The aim of these grants is to finance projects or activities related to cooperation and the pro-
motion of Spanish culture abroad - to organise or participate in creative arts projects and to 
disseminate these arts in their various styles and forms. Casa de la India received two grants 
from the Spanish International Cooperation Agency for Development under this scheme. One 
towards the Spanish Film Festival held in March 2009 and the other for the participation by 
Spanish artists at the Ahmedabad Heritage Week held in November 2009. 

. Subsidy from the Spanish Ministry of Culture

The Ministry of Culture, through the Office of Cultural Action and Promotion, supported the 
organisation of the I. Spain – India Meeting of Film Makers which was held at the Casa de la 
India in October 2009 and organised in collaboration with SEMINCI (Valladolid International 
Film Festival).

Over the year, Casa de la India collaborated with the Embassy of India in Spain on two publi-
cations.  The first, of a cultural nature, was a special edition of the Hola Namasté magazine 
titled Miradas al Arte de la India (Views of Indian Art) which was presented at the inauguration 
of the art fair (February 2009) where India was the guest country.  This publication by the 
Embassy of India comprised articles by Indian experts and was produced in collaboration with 
the following three museums in New Delhi, India: National Gallery of Modern Art, the National 
Museum and the National Handicrafts and Handlooms Museum.  The second publication, of 
an institutional nature, was a one-off edition produced by the Embassy of India in Spain to 
commemorate the State visit to Spain by the President of India, Pratibha Patil, in April 2009.  
It was a bilingual publication, in Spanish and English, which brought together texts and photo-
graphs of the official speeches and meetings that took place during this visit. 

1.7. PUBLICATIONS
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2. CULTURE

2.1. EXPOSICIONES

In accordance with its aims as a foundation, Casa de la India dedicates a large part of its 
efforts and resources to the promotion of cultural activities in order to bring Indian culture clo-
ser to the Spanish public. The rich diversity of Indian culture is reflected in Casa de la India’s 
programming, which has offered a wide variety of music and dance performances, exhibitions 
and film showings. That these events have been highly popular is proved by the fact that most 
of the performances and activities have been full house.

The versatility of Casa de la India’s installations allows for several of its spaces to be transfor-
med into quality exhibition areas. Exhibitions were one of the key activities during 2009. Six 
exhibitions in total were held over the year with themes ranging from the life of Gandhi, urban 
life in India and contemporary art with over four thousand people coming to visit them.

“GANDHI, MY LIFE IS MY MESSAGE”
14th January to 11th February

Casa de la India, in collaboration with the Casa Encendida and the Gandhi Serve Foundation, 
brought this exhibition on the life of the Indian leader to Valladolid.  The two most important 
and extensive collections of photographs (25,000 images in total) of Gandhi belong to his 
nephew, Kanu Gandhi, and his biographer, Vithalbhai K. Jhaveri from Mumabai.  The exhi-
bition, curated by Cristina Carrillo de Albornoz, incorporated a selection of 58 photographs 
taken from these collections.  The exhibition chronicled the inspirational life of Gandhi and 
his achievements, covering his private and public life, his childhood, as a law student in En-
gland, his involvement in the struggle for civil rights for resident Indians in South Africa, and 
his crucial role on the road to Indian Independence in 1947. The exhibition was very popular 
with the public.
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“SATYAGRAHA – A SOUL FORCE” 
14th February to 20th March

To mark the centenary of the Satyagraha movement in South Africa in 2008, 19 Indian con-
temporary artists were asked by the renowned curator and art critic, Alka Pande to participate 
in this exhibition with an original piece of art.  The directive was, through artistic image, to 
represent their personal reflections about the concept of Satyagraha initiated by Mahatma 
Gandhi.
The artists that took part in the exhibition were: Yusuf Arakkal, Hemi Bawa, Manisa Bhatta-
charya, Sanjay Bhattacharya, Arpana Caur, Satish Gupta, Seema Kohli, Gopika Nath, Tarun 
Jung Rawat, Rana Roy, Mahua Sen, Haku Shah, Parthiv Shah, Bulbul Sharma, Rohit Shar-
ma, Akshay Raj Singh Rathore, Mani Suri, Aparna Swarup and Vishal Dar.  The exhibition at 
the Casa de la India opened with the presence of the curator, Dr. Alka Pande and was orga-
nised with the collaboration of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Cristóbal 
Gabarrón Foundation, the Ministry of Culture, the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, 
and the art fair ARCOmadrid.

“INDI DIALOGUE”
13th February to 20th March, Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation Museum

The Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation Museum in this exhibition brought together differing forms 
of Indian contemporary art: Maya K. Rao as a performance and theatre artist, Pushpamala N. 
and Ranbir Kaleka with their digital media works, Seema Kohli, a visual artist and Vishal K. 
Dar, the fifth essence of animation and installation. The exhibition was organized by the Casa 
de la India, the Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation and curated by Dr. Alka Pande and Sanjoy Roy 
with the collaboration of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), the Embassy of India 
in Spain and Valladolid City Council.  To inaugurate the exhibition on the 13th of February, 
there was a round table with some of the artists and the exhibition curator and a viewing of 
the digital performance art ‘HEADS ARE MEANT FOR WALKING INTO’, by the actress Maya 
K. Rao.

“AMONGST WOMEN”
26th March to 8th April

Casa de la India held this exhibition of photographs representing the work of the Prasad Foun-
dation in India. The images depicted the “Self-help” project which is being run for the women 
of the Tansa Valley region to teach them how to become self-sufficient and to manage and run 
their households and small businesses.

“KALPANA”
12th June to 10th July

Brought to Spain by the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR), this exhibition comprised 
copies on canvas of works by fourteen of India’s greatest contemporary painters of the last 
one hundred years. Two works by of each the following artists made up the exhibition: Jamini 
Roy, Amrita Shergil, M. F. Husain, K. G. Subramanyan, F. N. Souza, Krishen Khanna, Tyeb 
Mehta, Bhupen Khakhar, Ramachandran, Arpita Singh, Jogen Choudhury, Anjolie Ela Menon, 
Manjit Bawa y Arpana Caur. Thanks to this exhibition, these works of art of great historical and 
artistic value, were made available to a new public, given that normally most of them can only 
be seen in museums in India. 

MEMORIA



“DISCOVERING AHMEDABAD: ANNALS OF REINVENTION”
6th to 28th October

Ahmedabad is the seventh largest city in India and has a population density of 18,420 people 
per square kilometre. The aim of the exhibition was to show the 600 year history of the city 
which was founded in 1411 AD by exploring its size, population, texture and diversity.  The 
Secretary of State for International Cooperation, Soraya Rodriguez; the Mayor of Ahmedabad 
City Council, Kanaji Thakore and the Mayor of Valladolid City Council, Francisco Javier León 
de la Riva inaugurated the exhibition as part of the EuroIndia City Summit. The exhibition was 
curated by Paloma Gil, Julio Grijalba, Alberto Grijalba and Eduardo Carazo and coordinated 
by Miguel López. The pièce de résistance of the exhibition was the instalment in the Casa de 
la India garden of a replica in wood of the seven metre tall facade of a historic haveli from the 
old quarter of the city of Ahmedabad. The haveli was donated to the Casa de la India by the 
City of Ahmedabad and brought to Valladolid thanks to the efforts of Debashish Nayak, Ahme-
dabad City Council and the Ahmedabad Heritage Foundation. The haveli was erected at the 
Casa de la India with the help of two artisan carpenters, architect Nikkhil Vyas and engineer 
Paresh D. Patel from the Ahmedabad Heritage Cell of Ahmedabad City Council.  Through this 
example of its heritage, Ahmedabad, with whom Valladolid has signed a friendship agree-
ment, will always be present in the Casa de la India.
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Performing arts and music form an intrinsic part of Casa de la India’s regular programming. 

2.2.1. “CERVANTES THEATRE” PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC CYCLE

Casa de la India in collaboration with the Cervantes Theatre of Valladolid organized the fo-
llowing series performing arts and music shows:

•  VIOLIN CONCERT, by the maestro L. Subramaniam. Two dates, on the 10th of June at   
 the Centro Cultural Nicolás Salmerón in Madrid and the 11th of June at the Cervantes   
 Theatre in Valladolid. In collaboration with the Indian Council for Cultural Relations   
 (ICCR).

•  BHARATA NATYAM PERFORMANCE, classical dance from the north of India, by Rama  
 Vaidyanathan. 27th of June at the Cervantes Theatre, Valladolid.

•  HINDUSTHANI BANSURI FLUTE CONCERT, by Harsh Wardhan and accompanying   
 musicians. 2nd of July at the Cervantes Theatre, Valladolid.

2.2.2. OTHER PERFORMING ARTS AND MUSIC SHOWS

Casa de la India has held several performing arts and music shows over the year, both at 
Casa de la India and in collaboration with other institutions:

•  Digital performance art ‘HEADS ARE MEANT FOR WALKING INTO’, by the actress   
 Maya K. Rao. 13th of February, Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation Museum, as part   
 of the exhibition “Indi Dialogue”. In collaboration with the Indian Council for Cultural   
 Relations (ICCR) and the Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation.

•  “DIBUJOS DE PRIMAVERA” (Pictures of Spring) Hindusthani and carnatic music con-  
 cert by Nantha Kumar (tabla), Ido Segal (hamsa. veena) and Mayte Martin (tampura).   
 17th of April, Casa de la India.

•  “COMPRO TIEMPO” (I Buy Time). Theatre performance that took place at the Casa de   
 la India as part of the Valladolid International Street Theatre and Arts Festival by the   
 Ghetto 13/26 Company. 28th and 29th of May.

•  “FLAMENCARNATIC” concert by Ravi Prasad (song, bansuri flute), Nantha Kumar 
 (percussion) and the Raúl Olivar flamenco quartet. 5th of October as part of the 
 inauguration of the EuroIndia City Summit.

•  FLAMENCO-INDIA FUSION PERFORMANCE by Raúl Olivar (flamenco guitar), José   
 Salinas (flamenco song) anad Mónica de la Fuente (Spanish-Indian dance fusion),   
 and groups from  Ahmedabad: Bharata Natyam classical dance, regional dance group   
 from Gujerat, Sufi music and classical hindusthani music. 13th of November, 
 Ahmedabad, as part of the Ahmedabad Heritage Week. With the collaboration of the
 AECID, Ahmedabad Heritage Foundation and the Gujerat Institute of Housing and Estate  
 Developers.

2.2. PERFORMING
 ARTS AND MUSIC
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2.3. CINEMA Over the year, Casa de la India organised various film showings with the aim of giving a 
historical as well as current view of Indian culture and India as a multicultural, dynamic and 
constantly evolving society.

MAHATMA GANDHI FILM CYCLE

This cycle was made up of feature length films and documentaries by various Indian directors, 
each giving their personal view of Gandhi:

•  BIOGRAPHY OF GANDHI. 16th of January
•  LAGE RAO MUNNA BHAI, by Rajkumar Hirani. 23rd of January and 27th of March
•  GANDHI, MY FATHER, by Feroz Abbas Khan. 30th of January
•  IN SEARCH OF GANDHI, by Lalit Vachani. 6th of February
•  THE MAKING OF THE MAHATMA, by Shyam Benegal. 12th of February and 20th of   
 March 

CYCLE OF RECENT INDIAN FILM 

In December three recent Indian film productions were screened:
•  DHARM, by Bhavna Talwar (2007).  3rd of December
•  FIRAAQ, by Nandita Das (2008). 10th of December
•  LITTLE ZIZOU, by Sooni Taraporevala (2008). 17th of December

I SPAIN – INDIA MEETING OF FILMMAKERS
30th October, Valladolid

Planned to coincide with the 54th edition of the Valladolid International Film Festival (Semin-
ci), Casa de la India, with Seminci, organised the I Spain – India Meeting of filmmakers in 
order to review the relations between filmmakers of both countries with respect to co-produc-
tion, promotion and distribution. Held at Casa de la India, the meeting had the support of the 
Spanish Ministry of Culture through the General Direction of Cultural Policies and Industries. 
It was presided over by 
Ignasi Guardans, Director of the Institute for Cinematography and Audiovisual Arts (ICAA), 
Sujata Mehta, Ambassador of India to Spain, Francisco Javier León de la Riva, Mayor of 
Valladolid and President of the Board of Trustees of both Seminci and Casa de la India.  The 
following people from the film industries of both countries also participated in the meeting: 
Mercedes Cantalapiedra, 
Valladolid City Councillor for Trade, Culture and Tourism; Pedro Pérez, President of the Fede-
ration of Spanish Audiovisual Producer’s Associations (FAPAE); producers Gerardo Herrero 
and Beatriz de la Gándara, and the Deputy Director for Promotion and International Relations 
of ICAA, Rosario Alburquerque.  The Indian filmmakers were represented by, amongst others 
Sudhir Mishra, director, producer and president of the Independent Producers Association 
of India; Sanjoy Roy, producer and director of Indian festivals; and Dilip Mehta, director y 
producer.
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FILM EVENTS IN OTHER CITIES

•  IV SPANISH FILM FESTIVAL IN INDIA
 16th to 22nd March, New Delhi, and Hyderabad

The cities of New Delhi (16th to 20th March) and Hyderabad were chosen to host this year’s 
Spanish Film Festival in India. The aim of the Festival to showcase the best of current Spanish 
cinema in India and is directed at everyone from film critics, producers, distributors to the ge-
neral public.  A delegation of Spanish filmmakers attended the festival: actresses Pilar López 
de Ayala and Malena Alterio, directors Rafa Cortés and Inés Paris and producer Beatriz de la 
Gándara.  This festival was made possible thanks to the collaboration of, among others the 
Spanish Embassy in India, the Embassy of India in Spain, the Cervantes Institute in New Delhi 
and was supported by the Spanish Audio-Visual Producers’ Rights Management Association 
(EGEDA), , the Spanish Ministry of Culture through the General Direction of Cultural Policies 
and Industries and the Institute of Cinematography and Audiovisual Arts (ICAA), Filmotech, 
Moving Image, Picture Street, Prasad´s IMAX, Taj Group of Hotels, GMR and Hyderabad 
International Airport and Teamwork Productions.

The nine films shown in this year’s festival were:

13 Rosas, by Emilio Martínez-Lázaro
Yo, by Rafa Cortés
La Habitación de Fermat, by Luis Piedrahita y Rodrigo Sopeña
Los Crímenes de Oxford, by Alex de la Iglesia
La Torre de Suso, by Tom Fernández 
Siete Mesas by Billar Francés, de Gracia Querejeta
Miguel y William, by Inés Paris
14 kilómetros, by Gerardo Olivares
Ladrones, by Jaime Marqués
The Festival was highly critically acclaimed and very successful in terms of audiences in both 
cities where the average occupancy for the cinemas was 75%, often being full house.

•  IBERMUMBAI 
 10th to 17th November, Mumbai

Ibermumbai is an initiative of the Embassy of Spain in collaboration with the Casa de la India 
in order to promote the cooperation and audiovisual exchange between the Iberoamerican 
Commonwealth, Spain and India.  Indian film director Shekhar Kapur and Spanish director 
Jaime Chávarri were the key patrons of the unique event.  Ibermumbai is not just a week of 
cinema but an amalgamation of interactive meetings & film screenings with the aim to promote 
the exchange of experiences, organize a laboratory of ideas and to act as a bridge to facilitate 
new productions and cinematographic agreements between countries. One of the aims of this 
project is to pay tribute to the city of Mumbai, a year after the brutal terrorist attacks of Novem-
ber 2008.  The following Spanish cinema professionals also took part in the event: directors 
Larry Levene, Chus Gutiérrez, producers Beatriz de la Gándara, Michel Ruben and Fernando 
Casas, scriptwriter Sergio Sánchez, director and scriptwriter Joaquín Oristrell and Guillermo 
Rodríguez, Director of the Casa de la India.
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2.4. BOOK
 PRESENTATIONS

2.5. EXCHANGE
 AND ARTISTS
 IN RESIDENCE
 PROGRAMME

Book launches and presentations were not forgotten in the list of cultural events organised by 
the Casa de la India. By means of these presentations, Casa de la India hopes to inform on 
themes of current, historical, cultural or philosophical interest, allowing the general public to 
meet renowned specialists and authors in person and to become acquainted with their works 
on India.

• In Pursuit of Progress and Equilibrium: Experiments on India’s Development (En busca   
 del progreso y el equilibrio: experimentos en el desarrollo de la india) 
 by Sanjay Peters. (Ed. Kairós, 2008.) 27th of February

•  La Luz de Dharma (The Light of Dharma) by Juan Carlos Ramchandani, followed by a   
 demonstration of the Arati ritual. 19th of June

•  Yo maté a Gandhi (I killed Gandhi) (Ed. Amargord, 2009), by Fernando Rubio. 
 5th of November

•  La India que amo (The India that I love) (Ed. Kailas, 2009), by Ramiro Calle. 
 20th of November

Every year the Casa de la India invites outstanding Indian artists (in the realms of theatre, 
music, dance or cinema for short- and medium-length residencies in Spain in order to create 
and carry out joint projects with Spanish Artists. The following artists participated in the Artists 
Exchange Residence Programme in 2009:

•  RAVI PRASAD, composer and multi-instrumentalist musician, this artist based in Toulo-
use, France, was in Valladolid working with the flamenco guitarist Raúl Olivar (from Valladolid) 
and his quartet to create the Spanish – Indian musical fusion production called “Flamencar-
natic”.  The piece was presented on the 5th of October at Valladolid City Hall, as part of the 
inaugural activities for the EuroIndia City Summit. This project had the support of the Ministry 
of Culture through the General Direction of Cultural Policies and Industries

•  MAYA K. RAO, actress. She visited Valladolid as part of the “Indi Dialogue” exhibition to 
prepare the digital performance art piece ‘HEADS ARE MEANT FOR WALKING INTO’. The 
performance was presented on the 13th of February at the Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation 
Museum as pat of the inauguration of the “Indi Dialogue” exhibition. The Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the Cristóbal Gabarrón Foundation collaborated on this pro-
ject.
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3. EDUCATION

3.1. COURSES

One of the objectives of the Casa de la India is to encourage understanding of the multicultu-
rality, diversity and complexity of India.  In order to do this Casa de la India regularly organises 
courses, in collaboration with other institutions, that cover a wide range of topics from langua-
ge, performing arts and music, plastic arts, social issues, spirituality, religion to economics and 
international relations.

3.1.1. HINDI COURSES

Under the agreement between the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) and the Uni-
versity of Valladolid, Casa de la India has collaborated with the General Foundation of the 
University of Valladolid and the Centre for Asian Studies to organise regular Hindi courses 
at various levels. These courses are recognised by the University and are given by a nati-
ve professor on secondment to Spain through the ICCR. In 2009, Professor Vijayakumaran 
C.P.V. from Kannur University, Kerala, occupied the post of visiting Professor of Hindi.  The 
University of Valladolid, co-financed by the Government of India via the ICCR, hosts the only 
Chair of Hindi in Spain. These courses are directed not only at university students but also at 
any member of the general public interested in learning one of the most important languages 
in the world and in learning more about Indian culture. An average of ten students per group 
attended classes at the following different levels:

•   Beginner’s Level (courses of 60 hours each)
 - 20th of October 2008 – 15th of June 2009
 - 28th of September 2009 – 9th of June 2010
•   Intermediate Level (courses of 60 hours each
 - 20th of October 2008 – 15th of June 2009
 - 28th of September 2009 – 9th of June 2010
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3.1.2. HINDI SANGH

Hindi Sangh is a club that meets monthly, not only for the Hindi language course students but 
for all students of Hindi and anyone interested in Indian culture, giving them the space and 
opportunity to practice Hindi and learn more about Indian culture. The club’s activities were 
decided and programmed by the club members themselves, under the direction of Professor 
Vijayakumaran C.P.V., and became a means of having more personal contact with the culture, 
society and languages of India.  Each session was centred on a specific theme or activity: 

•  “Hindu Mythology”, 30th of November
•  “Christmas and other Christian Pilgrimages in India” 19th of December

Professor Vijayakumaran also gave the following lectures and classes:

•  “Yoga and Relaxation Workshop”, Parque Alameda Civic Centre, 7th of January
•  “The Relevance of Hinduism”, Palencia Campus of the University of Valladolid, 
 18th of March
•  “Astanga Yoga Workshop”, Palencia Campus of the University of Valladolid, 
 19th of March

3.1.3. POSTGRADUATE COURSE: UNIVERSITY SPECIALIST IN INDIA

Casa de la India collaborated with the University of Valladolid to promote educational pro-
grammes about India in Spain by supporting the “University Specialist in India 2008 - 2009: 
Economy, Culture, Art and Society” postgraduate course run by the University of Valladolid. 
Given that Asian studies is an increasingly popular area of study in Spanish universities, this 
postgraduate course offered by the University of Valladolid is unique in Spain in its exclusive 
dedication to India. This postgraduate course, along with other courses and seminars promo-
ted by Casa de la India have favoured the study of both classical and contemporary India as 
well as of its official language, Hindi.

3.1.4. KALASANGAM – Permanent Performing Arts and Music Seminar

This permanent performing arts and music seminar was created in 2007 in order to offer pro-
fessional training in Indian dance, theatre and music. Through this seminar, Casa de la India 
hopes to act as a meeting point, sangam, for the arts, kala, in order to create experts, rasikas.  
The theoretical-practical nature of the Kalasangam courses allows the students the opportu-
nity to become familiar with the essentials of obtaining a base in Indian performing arts and 
music and to be able to embark on further study in any of the dance and music disciplines that 
have been offered (Bharata Natyam, Kathak, Bollywood and Bhangra dance, sitar, carnatic 
song, tabla and percussion, vina etc.). Indian aesthetic theories, as well as other aspects of 
Indian culture, such as philosophy, religion or history, complement the practical classes, hel-
ping to better understand, practice and enjoy these arts. In 2009, the seminar included regular 
courses, master classes, intensive workshops, conferences and demonstrations given by the 
various professional artists invited to participate, some of whom also performed at the Casa 
de la India.  The Kalasangam Seminar was divided into two main areas:

 PERFORMING ARTS SEMINAR
 The Performing Arts Seminar included regular courses covering various dance and thea  
 tre styles, theoretical and practical master classes, intensive workshops, 
 conferences and demonstrations given by the various guest artists and masters.

-  Bharata Natyam Classical Dance Course (Beginner’s).  Given by Mónica de la Fuente.
 22nd of November 2008 – 20th of June 2009
 28th of November 2009 – 18th of June 2010
- Bharata Natyam Classical Dance Course (Intermediate).  Given by Mónica de la Fuente
 22nd of November 2008 – 20th of June 2009
 28th of November 2009 – 18th of June 2010
- Kathak Classical Dance Course, 20 hours. 1st of February - 14th June 2009.  
 Given by Florencia Pivel
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- Bollywood and Bhangra Dance Course. 17th and 18th of January and 21st of February   
 2009. Given by Sunny Singh.

- End of Course Party for Performing Arts Courses, 20th of June 2009

- Indian Dance for Children. 28th of November 2009 – 18th of June 2010. Given by 
 Mónica de la Fuente 

 MUSIC SEMINAR
 In order to better understand and learn about its musical cultures, great importance was  
 given to the differing traditions of Indian percussion, to the sitar and to the concept of 
 improvisation in Indian music in this seminar.  These topics were dealt with both 
 theoretically and practically by expert musicologists and musicians in the following 
 courses. 

- Tabla and Indian Rhythms, 18th of January – 26th of April 2009. Given by Nantha Kumar

- Sitar workshop, 7th – 8th of February and 7th – 8th of March 2009. Given by musician   
 and composer Baluji Shrivastav

- Improvisation in Contemporary Indian Percussion. 19th of April 2009. Given by Biju 
 Kaduvettor.
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3.2. SEMINARS
 AND CONFERENCES

3.2.1. SEMINARS AT CASA DE LA INDIA

•  “GANDHI, MY LIFE IS MY MESSAGE”
 14th January – 11th February

This seminar covered various aspects of the life and teachings of Mahatma Gandhi and was 
organised to coincide with the exhibition of the same name held at the Casa de la India.  The 
pacifistic philosophy of the Mahatma, which brought one of the then most powerful nations 
in the world to its feet, was cause for debate in a series of lectures given by experts and 
academics. They also gave insights into the surprising personal life and extraordinary achie-
vements of the father of the nation. An average of fifty people came to each of the following 
conferences:

-  “Gandhi: A Biography of Non-Violence”, 22nd of January. Given by Enrique Sánchez.

-  “The Religious Roots of Gandhi’s Political Thinking”, 29th of January. Given by Jesús   
 Ojeda

-  ”Gandhi’s Influence in the XXth Century:  Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandela and the   
 Dalai Lama”, 5th of February. Given by Rubén Campos.

 
•  “ART, DIALOGUE AND IDENTITY IN XXIst CENTURY INDIA”
 12th February – 6th March

This seminar coincided with the homage paid to Indian art by ARCOmadrid in 2009 and the 
contemporary Indian art exhibitions held at Casa de la India and the Cristobal Gabarrón Foun-
dation Museum.  The lectures, given by both Spanish and Indian experts on Indian contempo-
rary art, raised the permanent question regarding the complex reality of Indian art in the XXIst 
century - which absorbs, transforms and recycles its age old legacy and historic tradition with 
a convulsive creativity which is gaining presence not only in esthetical – critical discussions 
but in the global art market.

-  “Mapping India Visually”, 12th of February. Given by Alke Pande, curator and art critic.

-  “Global Geography and Memories Related to India Now”, 19th of February. Given by 
 Menene Gras, Director of Culture and Exhibitions, Casa Asia.

-  “Reflections of Contemporary India”, 26th of February. Given by Luisa Ortínez, 
 independent curator.

-  “Back to Mother India”, 6th of March. Given by Eva Fernández del Campo, Professor of  
 Contemporary Arte, Complutense University of Madrid.

•  “A JOURNEY TO INDIA – INTELLECTUAL, DIPLOMATIC AND BUSINESS 
 RELATIONS BETWEEN SPAIN AND INDIA”
 8th – 22nd May

Academic, diplomatic and business relations between Spain and India have been thriving 
over the last few years which to some extent compensates for the lack of relations historically 
between the two countries.  It is thanks to a few Spanish pioneers who dedicated part of their 
lives to building bridges between India and Spain, and the efforts of figures from public and 
private enterprises, that the presence of Spain in India and vice versa, has reached a point 
which now offers great opportunities for mutual cooperation and benefit.  This seminar com-
prised the following lectures:

-  “Pioneers of Modern India - Antoni Binimelis, Guillem Nadal, Joan Mascaró”, 8th of May.  
 Given by Goncal López Nadal, University of the Balearic Isles.

-  “India on the March: Opportunities for Spain”, 15th of May. Given by Anil Dinghra, 
 Jawarlahal Nehru University, New Delhi, India.

-  “Spain – India Diplomatic Relations”, 22nd of May. Given by Ashish Sinha, Embassy 
 of India.
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•  SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES ON YOGA

In 2009, Casa de la India began a series of lectures and seminars on yoga in order to present 
different schools of yoga, their philosophical and practical approaches and how they are fo-
llowed both in India and Spain.

-  “Patanjali and the Bhavas”, 25th – 27th September
 The first yoga master invited to start this series was Harold Sequeiro, trained at The   
 Yoga Institute in Mumbai and founder of the Association for Classical Yoga. The 3 day   
 seminar included the following events:
 - “Pantajali and the Bhavas”, conference, 25th of September.
 - “Sutra yoga” (basic text on yoga and its philosophy), theoretical – practical workshop,   
 26th and 27th of September

-  Iyengar School of Yoga, 27th November – 19th December
 This seminar was given by Eduardo González and José Javier Ruiz and included the   
 following sessions: 
 - Practical presentation, 27th of November
 - Iyengar Yoga course, 28th of November – 19th of December

3.2.2. SEMINARS AND CONFERENCES ORGANISED WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS

•  CONFERENCE: “THE DEATH OF MAHATMA GANDHI” 
 2nd October, University of Valladolid Faculty of Philosophy and Arts, Valladolid

As part of the celebrations for the International Day of Non-Violence and the 140th birth an-
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi, this conference, given by Makarand Paranjape of the Jawa-
harlal Nehru University of New Delhi, was organised at the University of Valladolid Faculty of 
Philosophy and Arts

•  CONFERENCE: “THE ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE OF AHMEDABAD” 
 6th October, University of Valladolid, Valladolid

As part of the EuroIndia City Summit, Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation’s Heritage cell coor-
dinator and architect, Debashish Nayak gave this conference at the Escuela Técnica Superior 
de Arquitectura in Valladolid on the architectural heritage of Ahmedabad. Ahmedabad and 
Valladolid became Friendship Cities in 2008.

•  CONFERENCE: “BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN INDIA” 
5th June, Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Industry
The Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Casa de la India organised a 
day-long meeting for local and regional business people regarding business opportunities in 
the Indian market.  Sudhanshu Karandikar, Director of the Price Waterhouse Coopers’ Spain 
Desk, gave a presentation on the business opportunities available both geographically and 
by business sector.

•  SEMINAR: “INDIA TODAY”
 22nd September to 8th October, Diplomatic School, Madrid 

India is one of the most important emerging world economies. Its size, population, growth 
rates and political, economic and cultural projections make it a central element in any forward-
looking exterior strategy.  This seminar “India Today”, organised by the Diplomatic School 
and the Casa de la India, was coordinated by José Antonio de Ory, Deputy director of the 
Diplomatic School and Guillermo Rodríguez, Director of the Casa de la India.  The aim of the 
Seminar was to offer those with particular interest in India the means to gain further insight 
and knowledge of the country. The Embassy of India in Spain and the Spain-India Council 
Foundation also collaborated in the organisation of the seminar.  The seminar, which took 
place at the Diplomatic School in Madrid, was inaugurated by the Ambassador of India to 
Spain, Sujata Mehta.  The seminar was taught by leading academics and specialists in India 
from the following: Embassy of India in Spain, Casa de la India, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
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Cooperation, Spain-India Council Foundation, Casa Asia, Ministry for Science and Innovation, 
the Office of the President of Spain, Cervantes Institute, Indology Institute, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University of New Delhi, University of the Balearic Isles, Complutense University of Madrid, 
Autonomous University of Barcelona, Club de Madrid, and Pricewaterhouse Coopers.  The 
conferences and presentations given covered three main areas:

- Political and diplomatic relations
- Economics and business relationships
- Society, Culture, and religion

•  PARTICIPATION IN UNIVERSITY COURSES AND SEMINARS

-  1st University Meeting on India
 22nd January, Oviedo University

This day-long meeting organised by the University of Oviedo was divided into two blocks: the 
first concerning Indian reality today and the second consisted of presentations of students 
work. The Director of the Casa de la India gave the conference “English Language Indian 
Literature” as part of the first block.

-  Seminar on English Language Indian Literature, 19th – 21st May, University of the 
 Balearic Isles

The English section of the Department of Modern Spanish Philology of the University of the 
Balearic Isles organised a seminar on English language literature by Indian authors an their 
Palma de Mallorca campus.  The Director of the Casa de la India gave the conference 
“English Language Indian Literature: Trends and Market”

-  “India, between Tradition and Modernity”
 28th July, Summer Course at El Escorial, Madrid

The Director of the Casa de la India gave the conference “History and Devotion: the Bhakti 
Movement” as part of the Complutense University of Madrid’s 2009 Summer Course “India, 
between Tradition and Modernity” which was held from the 27th to the 31st of July.  The 
course was sponsored by the Embassy of India in Spain and the Indology Institute.  The 
course was managed by Pedro Carrero Eras, Professor at the Alcalá de Henares University 
and President of the Indology Institute and coordinated by Rafael Iruzubieta, founder of the 
Indology Institute.
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The Escuela de la India (India School) organised and managed by the Casa de la India is 
an educative programme about India based on diversity and multicultural learning. It pre-
sents different aspects of traditional and contemporary India through educational and artistic 
activities and games (interactive dynamics, the reading of texts, plastic and traditional arts, 
audiovisual activities, music, dance, theatre, etc.). The Escuela de la India is, therefore, an 
educative initiative which promotes intercultural dialogue and offers a point of contact bet-
ween the two cultures.  The educational programme offers cultural weeks, intercultural days, 
seminars, meetings, workshops, special celebrations and intercultural evenings dedicated to 
India. The Escuela de la India team of professionals who organise, design, and carry out the 
activities, as well as the guest lecturers and artists comprises Indian and Spanish experts with 
ample experience in multicultural education and cooperation as a means to development.  
The Escuela de la India presents proposals of its activities directly to educational centres, 
offering customised programmes which are flexible and can be easily adapted to needs of 
the individual centre in terms of context, areas of interest, space or type of participant. These 
activities have taken place in the educational centres themselves where requested, or at the 
Casa de la India in calle Puente Colgante 13 in Valladolid.  Over the year, the Escuela de la 
India has undertaken two cultural weeks, seven cultural days, two meetings and twenty-one 
guided visits to the Casa de la India with workshops, one special celebration and one intercul-
tural evening. Feedback from the centres, and the three thousand five hundred students who 
participated in the activities organised, has been very positive. The educational programme in 
2009 operated in the following seven areas:

3.3.1. CULTURAL WEEKS

These cultural weeks cover different topics related to traditional and contemporary India. Stu-
dents are taught traditional Indian greetings, to help give them an idea of the multicultural and 
multi-religious aspects of this huge country where different cultures and religions exist side by 
side. To complete this overview of the complexity of India, present modern-day India is also 
looked at.  Some of the artistic demonstrations give the students a glimpse of Indian aesthetic 
traditions as well Indian culture, religion and history - thus giving the students the basic tools 
necessary to be able to understand, practice and enjoy Indian arts. In 2009, cultural weeks 
were organised in the following centres:

 -  Condesa Eylo Alfonso Secondary School, Valladolid
  19th, 20th, 21st, 26th and 27th of January

 -  Fray Luís de León Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, 2nd – 6th February

3.3.2. CULTURAL DAYS

The aim of these days was to offer an introduction to Indian culture by portraying different 
cultural, artistic and everyday aspects of life in India, from an intercultural perspective. These 
days are in effect a synthesis of the activities carried out in the cultural weeks concentrating 
on areas of special interest:

 - Performing arts in India
 - Customs and ways of life in India
 - Great world religions to encourage tolerance
 - Introduction to Indian music
 - Ayurveda natural medicine
 - Relaxation exercises and asanas
 - Plastic and traditional arts and literature in India
 - Traditional Indian games
 - Music and musical instruments
 - Cooperation and education

In 2009, cultural days were organised in the following centres:
 -  Ferrari Secondary School, Valladolid, 1st of April
 -  Reinado School, Valladolid, 3rd of April
 -  San Francisco de Asís School, Valladolid, 14th of May
 -  Mojados Town Council, Valladolid, 25th of May (workshop to encourage reading)

3.3. ESCUELA DE LA INDIA
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 - Rey Pastor Secondary School, Madrid, 27th of March
 - García Quintana Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, 28th of May
 - Mojados Town Council, Valladolid, 22nd of June
 - Río Ortega de Portillo School, Valladolid, 24th of November

3.3.3. DIDACTIC MEETINGS

These meetings bring together schools from different municipalities with the aim of carrying 
out activities together in order to promote solidarity and social relations between the students. 
The Escuela de la India participated in these meetings with activities aimed to help the youn-
gest students discover cultural diversity through the different cultural expressions that can be 
found in India.  In 2009, didactic meetings were organised in the following centres:

 -  Campos de Castilla Rural School, Valladolid, 24th of November.
 -  Ribera del Duero Rural School, Valladolid, 3rd of December

3.3.4. SPECIAL CELEBRATIONS AND INTERCULTURAL EVENINGS

• INTERCULTURAL EVENING, 11th July

Valladolid County Council, as part of its Summer School 2009 programme for elderly people, 
organised an intercultural evening with the Escuela de la India in the Mota Castle in Medina 
del Campo, Valladolid.

• SCHOOL DAY OF NON-VIOLENCE AND PEACE, 30th January

The Escuela de la India organised a special activity with students of various local schools in 
celebration of the School Day of Non-violence and Peace which coincides with the death an-
niversary of Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi, one of the most influential figures in the struggle 
for peace of the twentieth century.  A series of activities were celebrated in Valladolid’s Parque 
de la Paz (Peace Park), in memory of Gandhi, an internationally recognised symbol of peace 
and non-violence.  The park is also a symbol of the commitment Valladolid has with India 
and one of her most famous citizens given that the park has been home to the statue of the 
Mahatma Gandhi since 2001 when it was donated to the City of Valladolid by the Government 
of India. One of the schools that participated in the day’s events was the Gregorio Fernandez 
Secondary School.

3.3.5. GUIDED VISITS OF THE CASA DE LA INDIA
 
The aim of this programme is encourage schoolchildren to get to know the Casa de la India 
via a programme of visits and workshops at the Casa de la India.  The visits and workshops 
are catered to each group of students and allow them direct contact with Indian culture. The 
visit includes a guided tour of the building, taking advantage of any exhibitions that may be 
running at the time to help explain different aspects of Indian culture. 

In 2009, the following centres visited the Casa de la India:

 -  Rehabilitation Unit, Doctor Villacián Hospital, Valladolid, 22nd of January
 -  Tudela de Duero, Valladolid Tourism Office, 25th of January
 -  Employment and Local Tourism Workshop from the Valladolid City Council, 27th of   
   January
 -  Fray Luís de León Infants and Primary School, Valladolid, 29th of January
 - ONCE Group, Valladolid, 29th of January
 - Santa Mª Micaela of Valladolid Centre, 29th of January
 - Nuñez de Arce Secondary School, 9th of February
 - Parents Association of the Patrocinio San José School, 9th of February
 - Gregorio Fernández Secondary School, 10th of February
 - Parents Association of the Agustinas School, Valladolid, 11th of February
 - Cultural Departments of Velliza, Mota del Marqués, Villán de Tordesillas Town Councils  
  (Valladolid), 16th of February
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 - Asprona Dos Pinos Centre, Valladolid, 19th of February
 - Yoga Workshop from the Flecha and the Vega City Councils, Valladolid, 7th of March
 - Parents Association of the Delicias Secondary School, Valladolid, 20th of March
 - Parque Alameda School, Valladolid, 11th of May
 - Villanueva de los Caballeros, Valladolid Town Council, 22nd of May
 - Barrio Belén Centre for Social Action, Valladolid, 21st of October 
 - Albor Day Centre, Valladolid, 28th of October
 - Barrio Belén Centre for Social Action, Valladolid, 9th of November

3.4.  SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMMES

 - Scholarships from the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) 
  of the Government of India

Casa de la India collaborated in publicising and informing interested parties of the five scho-
larships offered by the Government of India, via the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR). The scholarships were part of the academic year 2009-2010 Programme for Cultural 
Exchange between India and Spain. The scholarships are aimed at Spanish students wishing 
to undertake graduate or postgraduate studies, or investigation in Indian Universities and 
Educational Institutions.

 - “Castilla and León” Scholarships from the Siglo Foundation of the Castilla 
  and León Regional Government

Under a collaboration agreement between the Casa de la India, the Siglo Foundation and 
the Cervantes Institute of New Delhi, the Siglo Foundation awarded teachers and students 
of Spanish in India scholarships to study Spanish in any of the public Universities of Castilla 
and León or any other accredited centre. Casa de la India offered a financial grant to stu-
dents wishing to undertake work experience in Spain–India cultural collaboration projects at 
its headquarters. This pioneering grant and training scheme for Indian students and teachers 
of Spanish was disseminated by the Cervantes Institute in New Delhi.
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Casa de la India’s Library specialises in information about India. On the one hand, the library’s 
function is one of support for the Casa de la India’s educational and cultural activities, and, 
on the other, to encourage public access and use of the materials available.  Similarly, as a 
specialised resource centre, its aim is to serve as a forum for university members and resear-
chers at a national level.

The library collection is thematically and linguistically varied, including documents in Spanish, 
English, and Hindi as well as in other Indian languages. All fields of learning are covered, 
form literary fiction to cinema, and in several different formats: printed books, CDs, DVDs, 
magazines. The library also boasts fifteen reading places and one with multi-media access. 
Books from the beginning of the twentieth century, such as magnificent encyclopaedias on 
Indian culture stand out in a collection of over five thousand documents. The library owes its 
beginnings to the generous donations of material by the Government of India and the Nehru 
Centre in London.  Casa de la India continues in its efforts to grow the collection, acquiring 
publications on India in Spanish as well material in CD and DVD format. Initially, the founding 
collection, received in donation, was housed in the Reina Sofia General University Library of 
the University of Valladolid where the collection was extensively catalogued. During 2008, 
the library has achieved one of its main objectives which is to be considered an obligatory 
stopping point for any researcher or enthusiast of Indian Culture.  The library is open to the 
public daily from Monday to Friday, except public holidays, from 10:00 to 14:00 and from 17:00 
to 20:00.  

The Casa de la India Library can be used in the following two ways:
a)  As a holder of a current Friend of the Casa de la India membership card.
b)  As a researcher, upon prior presentation of some type of documentation indicating the   
 need to use the Library for academic purposes.

4. LIBRARY
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5.  COOPERATION 
 AND ENTERPRISE
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5.1. EUROINDIA CITY   
 SUMMIT5.  COOPERATION 

 AND ENTERPRISE

5th and 6th October
Celebrated in Valladolid, Spain, the first EuroIndia City Summit to be held in Europe was 
co-organised by the Casa de la India, Valladolid City Council, the EuroIndia Centre (whose 
headquarters are in La Rochelle, France) and the CII (Confederation of Indian Industry), with 
the collaboration of the Spanish Agency for International Cooperation and Development, the 
Spain-India Council Foundation and the Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Industry.  The 
EuroIndia City Summit began on the 5th of October, coinciding with the day that the United 
Nations celebrated World Habitat Day with the theme ¨Planning our urban future¨.  With the 
title “Leveraging Urban Legacy for Sustainable City Development”, and the subtitle “Heritage 
Tourism Promotion: a Key Enabler”, the Summit offered a unique opportunity for representati-
ves from a dozen cities and regions of India to gain first hand experience of the management 
models for sustainable development used in European cities. It was also a good opportunity 
to establish contacts with potential Spanish collaborators from the private and public sectors. 
Finally, it stimulated the exchange and cooperation of Spanish cities and other European 
countries in relation to crucial issues such as the conservation of historical city centres and 
their heritage; investment in basic infrastructure; mobility; best practices in city management 
and social housing projects in a multi-cultural context.  All these issues fall within the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Urban Renewal Mission, a framework of policies for the sustainable development 
of Indian cities initiated by the Prime Minister of India, Manmohan Singh, under the ambitious 
Urban Renovation Plan. The implementation of this plan will be of utmost concern for the 
future of a country that has 35 heavily overpopulated cities, each with over 1 million inhabi-
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tants.  The EuroIndia City Summit was inaugurated by the Mayor of Valladolid and President 
of Casa de la India, Francisco Javier León de la Riva; the Secretary of State for International 
Cooperation, Soraya Rodríguez; the Joint Secretary of the Indian Ministry for Social Housing 
and Poverty Alleviation, P.K. Mohanty; the Co-Presidents of the EuroIndia Centre, Colette 
Mathur and Harjit Anand Singh and the President of the Spain-India Council Foundation, 
Antonio Escámez.  The Spain-India Council Foundation and the Spanish Agency for Interna-
tional Cooperation and Development (AECID), as co-sponsors, were Strategic Summit Part-
ner for this EuroIndia City Summit. The event was attended by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Cooperation; the Spain-India Council Foundation; the City Councils of Valladolid, Madrid, 
Barcelona, Santander and Ávila; representatives from the cities of Malaga and Segovia; Casa 
Asia; P4R – Spanish Governmental Agency specialising in foreign trade and cooperation; the 
Official Association of Architects of Madrid; the University of Valladolid; the Historical Heritage 
Foundation of Castilla y León; amongst other Spanish private and public institutions.  Also 
present at the event were the Mayor of Halle (Germany), Dagmar Szabados; the Representa-
tive of the European Commission in Spain, Francisco Fonseca Morillo; representatives of the 
cities of Leuven in Belgium, Paris, Geneva, Nysa (Poland) and La Rochelle.  Halle will hold the 
second European EuroIndia City Summit in October 2010.  The central day of the EuroIndia 
City Summit was organised in two parts. The first one in the morning consisted of two plenary 
sessions where European and Indian representatives presented their own urban models in 
relation with the central theme of the Summit.  In the plenary session about India an impor-
tant number of Indian cities were represented, including the Mayor of Ahmedabad, Kanaji 
Thakore, and the Mayors and representatives of the Cities of Raipur, Lucknow, Jamshedpur, 
Mohali, Chandigarh, Delhi, Mumbai, Jammu and Hyderabad.  The second part of the day in-
cluded four parallel workshops that stressed the fundamental themes of the Summit in terms 
of the importance of Municipal management of historical heritage cities - not only the con-
servation of isolated heritage sites but the overall modernisation of the historic centres.  The 
four workshops covered the following areas:  sustainable heritage conservation, promotion of 
tourism and training of relevant professionals; social inclusion through integrative housing and 
schooling in a multicultural context; sustainable and integrated multi-modal mobility to con-
nect city centres; modernising existing water supply, sanitation and solid waste management 
infrastructures.  After these workshops there was a final plenary session which focussed on 
financing Urban Development Projects followed by the official closing session and presenta-
tion of the first day’s conclusions.  The events of the Summit continued on the 6th of October 
at the Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Industry in order to encourage business relations 
between municipal participants of the Summit and Spanish companies.
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5.2. OTHER EVENTS •  SPAIN – INDIA BUSINESS MEETING
 22nd April, Madrid

The Casa de la India participated in the Spain – India Business Meeting which was held, du-
ring the President of India Pratibha Patil’s State Visit, at the Ritz Hotel in Madrid on the 22nd 
of April.  This meeting was organised by the Spanish Institute for Foreign Trade (ICEX) of the 
Spanish Ministry of Industry, Tourism and Trade, the Spanish Confederation of Employers’ 
Organizations (CEOE), the Superior Council of the Spanish Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry, the Embassy of India in Spain, the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (FICCI), the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) y the Associated Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry of India (ASSOCHAM).

• BUSINESS MEETING ABOUT INDIA
 5th June, Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Industry

The Valladolid Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Casa de la India organised a day-
long meeting to try and interest local business people in the Indian market.  The Director of 
the Price Waterhouse Coopers’ Spain Desk, Sudhanshu Karandikar, was present throughout 
the day, expounding the business opportunities available in India both geographically and by 
business sector.

• BUSINESS CONFERENCE ABOUT INDIA
 14th September, CEOE Headquarters, Madrid

On the occasion of the Indian Secretary of State for Agriculture, Consumer Affairs, Food and 
Public Distribution, Prof. K.V. Thomas’ visit to Spain, the Spanish Confederation of Employers’  
Organizations (CEOE) held this Business Conference at their headquarters to inform Spanish 
companies of the opportunities for business in India in the areas of agriculture, food and dis-
tribution. The Director of the Casa de la India attended the session in representation of the 
Foundation as an invitee.
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